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No Place Like Home: God’s Eternal Home 
Revelation 21:1-8 

 
GOD’S PICTURE OF HIS ETERNAL HOME  (21:1-2) 
 

Then I saw 
  

1. a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea 
was no more.  

And I saw  
 

2. the holy city,  
 

3. new Jerusalem,  
 

4. coming down out of heaven from God,  
 

5. prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  
 
GOD’S PURPOSE OF HIS ETERNAL HOME (21:3-4) 

 
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,  

 
1. “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his 

people, and God himself will be with them as their God.  
 

2. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 

 
GOD’S PREPARATIONS FOR HIS ETERNAL HOME  (21:5-6a) 
 

And he who was seated on the throne said,  
 

1. “Behold, I am making all things new.” 
  

Also he said,  
 

2. “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”  
 

And he said to me,  
 

3. “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.  
 
GOD’S PEOPLE FOR HIS ETERNAL HOME  (21:6b-8) 
 

1. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. The one who 
conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his God and he will be my son.  

 
2. But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the detestable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, 

sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, 
which is the second death.” 
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GOD’S ETERNAL HOME:  
God’s Preparation Through Creation, the Covenant, Christ, and the Church 

 
CREATION   (Genesis 1-11) 

 
ADAM AND EVE: New Heaven and Earth, Adorned wife, Holy city, Coming from heaven, God dwells with us:   

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. 
And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. (Genesis 1:1-2) 
 
So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. And God blessed them. And 
God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of 
the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” (Genesis 1:27-28) 
 
Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. 
”Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 25 And the man and his wife 
were both naked and were not ashamed. (Genesis 2:23-25) 

 
NOAH: New Heaven and Earth, Conquerors, Second death:  

These are the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his generation. Noah walked with God. And Noah had three sons, 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight, and the earth was filled with violence. And God saw the earth, and 
behold, it was corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their way on the earth. And God said to Noah, “I have determined to make an end of all 
flesh, for the earth is filled with violence through them. Behold, I will destroy them with the earth. (Genesis 6:9-13) 

 
COVENANT—Tribe     (Genesis 12-50) 

 
ABRAHAM: Holy City, New Jerusalem, God dwells with us, Second death 

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the land that I will show you. And I will 
make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and 
him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:1-3)  When the sun had gone down 
and it was dark, behold, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed between these pieces. On that day the LORD made a covenant with 
Abram, saying, “To your offspring I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates, the land of the Kenites, the 
Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites.” 
(Genesis 15:17-21) 

 
MELCHIZEDEK: New Jerusalem, New Heaven and Earth, Second Death 

After his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of 
Shaveh (that is, the King's Valley). And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He was priest of God Most High.) And he 
blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; and blessed be God Most High, who has delivered 
your enemies into your hand!” And Abram gave him a tenth of everything. (Genesis 14:17-19) 

 
COVENANT-- People     (Exodus –Ruth) 

 
MOSES: New Heaven and Earth, Holy City, New Jerusalem, God dwells with us:  

Then the LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because of their taskmasters. I 
know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good 
and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and 
the Jebusites. And now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel has come to me, and I have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians 
oppress them. Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.” (Exodus 3:7-10) 

 
COVENANT-- Kingdom    (I Samuel – Malachi) 

 
DAVID: Holy City, New Jerusalem, God dwells with us 

And David lived in the stronghold and called it the city of David. And David built the city all around from the Millo inward.  And David became 
greater and greater, for the LORD, the God of hosts, was with him. (2 Samuel 5:9-11) 

 
David built houses for himself in the city of David. And he prepared a place for the ark of God and pitched a tent for it. Then David said that no 
one but the Levites may carry the ark of God, for the LORD had chosen them to carry the ark of the LORD and to minister to him forever. And 
David assembled all Israel at Jerusalem to bring up the ark of the LORD to its place, which he had prepared for it. (1 Chronicles 15:1-3) 
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Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; make known his deeds among the peoples! Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his 
wondrous works! Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! Seek the LORD and his strength; seek his presence 
continually! Remember the wondrous works that he has done, his miracles and the judgments he uttered, O offspring of Israel his servant, 
children of Jacob, his chosen ones! He is the LORD our God; his judgments are in all the earth. Remember his covenant forever, the word that 
he commanded, for a thousand generations, the covenant that he made with Abraham, his sworn promise to Isaac, which he confirmed to 
Jacob as a statute, to Israel as an everlasting covenant, saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan, as your portion for an inheritance.” When 
you were few in number, of little account, and sojourners in it, wandering from nation to nation, from one kingdom to another people, he 
allowed no one to oppress them; he rebuked kings on their account, saying, “Touch not my anointed ones, do my prophets no harm!” Sing to 
the LORD, all the earth! Tell of his salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples! 
For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, and he is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but 
the LORD made the heavens. Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and joy are in his place. Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the 
peoples, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength! Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering and come before him! Worship 
the LORD in the splendor of holiness; tremble before him, all the earth; yes, the world is established; it shall never be moved. Let the heavens 
be glad, and let the earth rejoice, and let them say among the nations, “The LORD reigns!” Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; let the field 
exult, and everything in it! Then shall the trees of the forest sing for joy before the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth. Oh give thanks to 
the LORD, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever! Say also: “Save us, O God of our salvation, and gather and deliver us from 
among the nations, that we may give thanks to your holy name and glory in your praise. Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, from 
everlasting to everlasting!” Then all the people said, “Amen!” and praised the LORD. (I Chronicles 16:8-36) 

 
SOLOMON: Holy City, New Jerusalem, God dwells with us: 

“But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain you; how much less this house that I have 
built! Yet have regard to the prayer of your servant and to his plea, O LORD my God, listening to the cry and to the prayer that your servant 
prays before you this day,  that your eyes may be open night and day toward this house, the place of which you have said, ‘My name shall be 
there,’ that you may listen to the prayer that your servant offers toward this place.  And listen to the plea of your servant and of your people 
Israel, when they pray toward this place. And listen in heaven your dwelling place, and when you hear, forgive. (I Kings 8:27-30) 

 
ISAIAH: New Heavens and New Earth:  

“For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former things shall not be remembered or come into mind. But be glad and 
rejoice forever in that which I create; for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy, and her people to be a gladness. I will rejoice in Jerusalem and 
be glad in my people; no more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping and the cry of distress. No more shall there be in it an infant who lives 
but a few days, or an old man who does not fill out his days, for the young man shall die a hundred years old, and the sinner a hundred years 
old shall be accursed. They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They shall not build and another 
inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the 
work of their hands. They shall not labor in vain or bear children for calamity, for they shall be the offspring of the blessed of the LORD, and 
their descendants with them. Before they call I will answer; while they are yet speaking I will hear. The wolf and the lamb shall graze together; 
the lion shall eat straw like the ox, and dust shall be the serpent's food. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain,” says the LORD. 
(Isaiah 65:17-25) 

 
NEBUCHADNEZZAR: Second Death 

In the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month—that was the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon—Nebuzaradan, 
the captain of the bodyguard, a servant of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. And he burned the house of the LORD and the king's house 
and all the houses of Jerusalem; every great house he burned down. And all the army of the Chaldeans, who were with the captain of the 
guard, broke down the walls around Jerusalem. And the rest of the people who were left in the city and the deserters who had deserted to the 
king of Babylon, together with the rest of the multitude, Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried into exile. But the captain of the guard 
left some of the poorest of the land to be vinedressers and plowmen. (2 Kings 25:8-12) 

 
EZRA: New Jerusalem, Holy City: 

On the fourteenth day of the first month, the returned exiles kept the Passover. For the priests and the Levites had purified themselves 
together; all of them were clean. So they slaughtered the Passover lamb for all the returned exiles, for their fellow priests, and for themselves.  
It was eaten by the people of Israel who had returned from exile, and also by every one who had joined them and separated himself from the 
uncleanness of the peoples of the land to worship the LORD, the God of Israel. And they kept the Feast of Unleavened Bread seven days with 
joy, for the LORD had made them joyful and had turned the heart of the king of Assyria to them, so that he aided them in the work of the 
house of God, the God of Israel. (Ezra 6:19-22) 

 
CHRIST    (Matthew –John) 

 
JESUS’ BIRTH: New Heavens and New Earth:   

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God. All things were made 
through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. (John 1:1-5) 
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SPIRIT DESCENDS LIKE A DOVE: Comes Down From Heaven:  
The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!  This is he of whom I 
said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks before me, because he was before me.’  I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came 
baptizing with water, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it 
remained on him.  I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend 
and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son of God.” (John 1:29-34) 

 
JESUS TURNS WATER TO WINE AT A WEDDING: An Adorned Wife:  

When the master of the feast tasted the water now become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn 
the water knew), the master of the feast called the bridegroom  and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and when people have 
drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you have kept the good wine until now.”  This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee, and 
manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him. (John 2:9-11) 

 
JESUS CLEANSING THE TEMPLE: The Holy City:  

The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.  In the temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and 
pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. 
And he poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things 
away; do not make my Father's house a house of trade.” His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.”  
So the Jews said to him, “What sign do you show us for doing these things?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up.” The Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?”  But he was 
speaking about the temple of his body. When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they 
believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. (John 2:13-22) 

 
NICODEMUS AND BEING BORN AGAIN: An Adorned Wife and New Jerusalem:  

Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we 
know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” Jesus answered him, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” (John 3:1-3) 

 
THE SAMARITAN WOMAN AND LIVING WATER: The Thirsty:  

Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty again,  but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never be 
thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” The woman said to him, “Sir, give 
me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” (John 4:13-15) 

 
HEALING OF THE LAME MAN AT THE SHEEP GATE: Conquerors, no pain, New Jerusalem:  

Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a pool, in Aramaic called Bethesda, which has five roofed colonnades. In these lay a multitude of 
invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed.  One man was there who had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there and 
knew that he had already been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be healed?” The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one 
to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, and while I am going another steps down before me.” Jesus said to him, “Get up, take up 
your bed, and walk.”  And at once the man was healed, and he took up his bed and walked. (John 5:2-9) 

 
JESUS WALKS ON THE WATER: No Sea:  

When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got into a boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus 
had not yet come to them. The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. When they had rowed about three or four miles, they 
saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were frightened.  But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” Then they 
were glad to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat was at the land to which they were going. (John 6:16-21) 

 
JESUS IS THE BREAD OF LIFE: Comes down from heaven:  

Jesus then said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but my Father gives you the true 
bread from heaven. For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” They said to him, “Sir, give us this 
bread always.” Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never 
thirst.  But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe. All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me 
I will never cast out.  For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. And this is the will of him 
who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. For this is the will of my Father, that 
everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.” (John 6:32-40) 

 
JESUS OFFERS LIVING WATER AT A FEAST IN JERUSALEM: The Thirsty and New Jerusalem:  

On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, “If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink.  Whoever believes in 
me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.’” Now this he said about the Spirit, whom those who believed in 
him were to receive, for as yet the Spirit had not been given, because Jesus was not yet glorified. (John 7:37-39) 

 
WOMAN CAUGHT IN ADULTERY, The adorned wife:  

Jesus stood up and said to her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?” 11 She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “Neither 
do I condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more.” (John 8:10-11) 
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JESUS TEACHES THE TRUTH WITH SEE YOU FREE: Trustworthy and true words:  
So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples,  and you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free.” (John 8:31-32) 

 
JESUS SAYS HE IS THE I AM: Alpha and Omega:  

Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’ 55 But you have not 
known him. I know him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and I keep his word. 56 Your 
father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.”  So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have 
you seen Abraham?”  Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” (John 8:54-58) 

 
MAN BORN BLIND HEALED AT A POOL IN JERUSALEM: Conquerors, no pain, New Jerusalem:  

As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” Having said these things, he spit on the ground and made mud with the saliva. Then 
he anointed the man's eyes with the mud  and said to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). So he went and washed and 
came back seeing. (John 9:5-7) 

 
HEALING OF LAZARUS FROM THE DEATH: No death:  

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment 
and wiped his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.”  But when 
Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” (John 
11:1-4) 

 
JESUS EATS WITH THE RAISED LAZARUS: No more tears, death, mourning, crying, pain: 

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. And 
he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus wept. (John 11:33-35) Six days before the Passover, Jesus 
therefore came to Bethany, where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead.  So they gave a dinner for him there. Martha served, 
and Lazarus was one of those reclining with him at table. (John 12:1-2) 

 
JESUS IS THE VINE: The New Heaven and Earth, God dwells with us: 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does 
bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruit.  Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in 
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me.  I am the vine; you are the 
branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.  If anyone does not abide in 
me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. (John 15:1-6) 

 
PROMISE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT BY JESUS: God dwells with you, Coming out of heaven: 

When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will 
speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.  He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you.  All that 
the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you. (John 16:13-15) 

 
THE RESURRECTED JESUS BREATHES THE HOLY SPIRIT ON THE APOSTLES: Comes down from heaven, New heavens and earth:  
When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said to them 
again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.”  And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 
(John 20_20-23) 

 

CHURCH   (Acts – Revelation) 

 
ASCENSION OF JESUS AND COMING OF THE SPIRIT: Coming from heaven, Holy City, New Jerusalem:  

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?”  He said to them, “It is not for 
you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” And when he had said these things, 
as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, 
two men stood by them in white robes, and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:6-11) 

 
JOEL’S PROPHESY OF THE HOLY SPIRIT’S ARRIVAL: Coming from heaven, Holy City, God dwell with us:  

But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: “‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; even on my 
male servants and female servantsin those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. And I will show wonders in the heavens 
above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; the sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before 
the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall 
be saved.’ (Acts 2:16-21) 
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DAVID’S PROPHESY OF THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS: No Death:  
For David says concerning him, “‘I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken; therefore my heart was 
glad, and my tongue rejoiced; my flesh also will dwell in hope. For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One see corruption. 
You have made known to me the paths of life; you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’ (Acts 2:25-28) 

 
HOLY SPIRIT RECEIVED BY THE GENTILES: God dwells with us, Comes from heaven: 

While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. And the believers from among the circumcised who 
had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. For they were hearing them 
speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter declared, “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received the 
Holy Spirit just as we have?” And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some 
days. (Acts 10:44-48) 

 
TEMPLE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT: Holy City, New Jerusalem: 

 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, 
grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. (Ephesians 2:19-22) 

 
PRAYER FOR JESUS TO DWELL IN YOUR HEARTS: God dwells with us:  

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named,  that according to the riches of 
his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, may have strength to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and 
length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 
(Ephesians 3:14-19) 

 
PUT OFF THE OLD SELF AND PUT ON THE NEW: New Jerusalem, New Heaven and Earth: 

But that is not the way you learned Christ!—  assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, to put 
off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your 
minds, and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness. (Ephesians 4:20-24) 

 
CITIZENSHIP IN HEAVEN: Holy City, New Jerusalem, God dwells with us, Conquerors: 

Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 
Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies 
ahead,  I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.  Let those of us who are mature think this way, and if 
in anything you think otherwise, God will reveal that also to you. Only let us hold true to what we have attained. Brothers, join in imitating me, 
and keep your eyes on those who walk according to the example you have in us. For many, of whom I have often told you and now tell you 
even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ.  Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with 
minds set on earthly things.  But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly 
body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself. (Philippians 3:12-21) 

 
HAGAR AND SARAH: New Jerusalem, Holy City:  

Now Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia; she corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children. 26 But the Jerusalem 
above is free, and she is our mother.  For it is written, “Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear; break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in 
labor! For the children of the desolate one will be more than those of the one who has a husband.” Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children 
of promise. (Galatians 4:25-28) 

 
KINGDOM CAN’T BE SHAKEN: New Jerusalem, Holy City, Conquerors:  

For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and gloom and a tempest and the sound of a trumpet and a voice 
whose words made the hearers beg that no further messages be spoken to them. For they could not endure the order that was given, “If even 
a beast touches the mountain, it shall be stoned.” Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.” But you have 
come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the 
assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to 
Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. (Hebrews 12:18-24) 

 
LIVING STONE:  New Jerusalem, Holy City, God dwells, Conquerors: 

As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones are being 
built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in 
Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” So 
the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” and “A 
stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. But you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light.  Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you 
have received mercy. (I Peter 2:4-10) 


