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Heaven: A Bride, A City, A Garden: The Structure of Heaven 
Revelation 21:9-21 

 
 

THE NATURE OF HEAVEN: The Wedding of the Lamb  (Rev 21:9-11) 
 
INTRODUCTION: 

Then came one of the seven angels who had the seven bowls full of the seven last plagues and spoke to me, 
saying,  

 
THE BRIDE:  The Wife of the Lamb 

“Come, I will show you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.”  
 
THE GROOM: The Glory of God 

And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming 
down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as 
crystal.  

 
 

The Great Prostitute (Rev 17-19) The Bride of the Lamb (Rev 21-22) 
• The great prostitute • The Bride 
• Judgment • The wife of the Lamb 
• Sexual immorality • Holy city 
• Carried into a wilderness • Carried to a great, high mountain 
• Seated on a scarlet beast full of blasphemous names • Coming down out of heaven from God 
• It had seven heads and ten horns • The holy city Jerusalem 
• Arrayed in purple, scarlet, gold, jewels, pearls • Arrayed like jasper, clear as crystal 
• Held a golden cup of abominations and impurities • Held the glory of God 
• Her forehead had the name: Babylon the great, 

mother of prostitutes and earth’s abominations 
• God’s name on her forehead: she will see the face of 

God 
• The beast is destined for destruction • Nothing is destined for destruction 
• The nations, along with the beast, will destroy her 

with fire 
• The nations will walk in the light of God’s glory and will 

bring their glory to her 
• A loud voice said, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great. 

She has become a dwelling place for demons, unclean 
spirits, unclean birds, and unclean beasts 

• A loud voice said, “Behold the dwelling place of God is 
with man.  

• An angel said to write down the blessing of being 
invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb 

• The angel said these words are trustworthy and true and 
blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy 

• John fell down to worship the angel, but he was told 
to worship God 

• John fell down to worship the angel, but he was told to 
worship God 

 
 

THE STRUCTURE OF HEAVEN: The Holy City Jerusalem  (Rev 21:12-21) 
 
THE DESCRIPTION OF THE CITY    (Rev 21:12-14) 
 

GREAT AND TALL  
It had a great, high wall,  

 
 TWELVE GATES 

with twelve gates, and  
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 TWELVE ANGELS 
at the gates twelve angels, and  
 

TWELVE NAMES OF THE TRIBES OF ISRAEL 
on the gates the names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed— on the east three gates, on 
the north three gates, on the south three gates, and on the west three gates.  

 
TWELVE FOUNDATIONS OF THE WALL  

And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and  
 

TWELVE NAMES OF THE APOSTLES OF THE LAMB 
  on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 
 
 
THE SIZE OF THE CITY    (Rev 21:15-18a) 
 
 TWELVE THOUSAND STADIA: The Length, Width, and Height of the City   

And the one who spoke with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city and its gates and walls. 
The city lies foursquare, its length the same as its width. And he measured the city with his rod, 12,000 
stadia. Its length and width and height are equal.  

 
 ONE HUNDRED FORTY FOUR CUBITS: The Wall 

He also measured its wall, 144 cubits by human measurement, which is also an angel's measurement. The 
wall was built of jasper,  

 
 
THE MATERIALS OF THE CITY    (Rev 21:18b-21) 
 
 GOLD: The City 

while the city was pure gold, like clear glass.  
 
 JEWELS: The Foundations of the Wall 

The foundations of the wall of the city were adorned with every kind of jewel.  
The first was jasper,  
the second sapphire,  
the third agate,  
the fourth emerald,  
the fifth onyx,  
the sixth carnelian,  
the seventh chrysolite,  
the eighth beryl,  
the ninth topaz,  
the tenth chrysoprase,  
the eleventh jacinth,  
the twelfth amethyst.  

 
 PEARLS: The Gates of the Wall 
  And the twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and  
 
 GOLD: The Street 
  the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass. 
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The Archetype of the City: The Presence of God and the Presence of Man 
 

The First City—God’s Creation of the Garden  (Genesis 1-2) 
 

1. Created a Face-to-Face Relationship with Our God: When no bush of the field was yet in the land and no small plant of the field had yet 
sprung up—for the LORD God had not caused it to rain on the land, and there was no man to work the ground, and a mist was going up from the land and 
was watering the whole face of the ground— then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, 
and the man became a living creature.  

 

2. Created Our Home: And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed.  
 

3. Provided Our Physical Needs: And out of the ground the LORD God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. 
A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden, and there it divided and became four rivers. The name of the first is the Pishon. It is the one that flowed 
around the whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. And the gold of that land is good; bdellium and onyx stone are there. The name of the second river 
is the Gihon. It is the one that flowed around the whole land of Cush. And the name of the third river is the Tigris, which flows east of Assyria. And the 
fourth river is the Euphrates. 

 

4. Offered Us Love as a Choice: The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
 
5. Gave Us the Purpose of Work: The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. And the LORD God 

commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in 
the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” 

 
6. Created Our Family: Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.” 
 

The False City—Man’s Creation of the City  (Genesis 3-11) 
 

1. Cain Kills Abel 
2. Cain Builds a City (Enoch) outside of the Garden 
3. Ham’s Grandson Builds Cities (Babel, Nineveh) 
4. People Build the Tower in the City of Babel 

PURPOSE OF THE FALSE CITY: Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. And as people migrated from the east, 
they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them 
thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower 
with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over the face of the whole earth.”  
POWER OF THE FALSE CITY: And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of man had built. And the 
LORD said, “Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language, and this is only the beginning of what they will do. And 
nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them.  
JUDGMENT ON THE FALSE CITY: Come, let us go down and there confuse their language, so that they may not understand one 
another's speech.” So the LORD dispersed them from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. 
Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the LORD confused the language of all the earth. And from there the LORD 
dispersed them over the face of all the earth.  (Genesis 11:1-9) 

 
The New City—God’s Creation of the New “City”  (The Sovereignty of God) 
 

1. Abraham     Miraculously chosen to bless all the families of the earth 
2. Sarah:      Miraculously given a child—Isaac, the 2nd child 
3. Isaac and Rebekah:    Miraculously given a child—Jacob, the 2nd child 
4. Jacob and Rachel / Leah:  Miraculously given children (Judah, the 4th child; Joseph, the 11th child) 
5. Twelve Sons of Jacob:   Ruben, Simeon, Levi, Judah (genealogy of Jesus), Zebulun, Issachar, Dan, Gad, Asher, 

        Naphtali, Joseph (Archetype of Jesus), Benjamin  
6. Moses:       Miraculously saved at birth 
7. Samuel:      Miraculously born (Hannah) 
8. David:      Miraculously chosen as the King of Jerusalem 
9. Solomon:     Miraculously chosen to build the Temple 
10. John the Baptist:    Miraculously born (Elizabeth) 
11. Jesus:       Miraculously born (Mary, a Virgin) 
12. Church (Bride of Christ)  Miraculously born (Holy Spirit) 



 4 

Twelve and One: God’s Sovereignty of Choosing His People 
 

TWELVE ONE 
CITY’S WALL 12 Gates in the Wall 1 Wall 

12 Pearls on the Gates 1 Measuring Rod 
12 Angels at the Gates 1 City 
12 Names of the Tribes of Israel on the Gates 1 Book of Life 
12 x 12 Cubits in Width of the Wall 1 River of Life 

CITY’S FOUNDATIONS 12 Foundations for the Wall 1 Street of Gold 
12 Apostles’ Names on the Foundations 1 Tree of Life 
12 Jewels on the Foundations  

CITY’S DIMENSIONS 12 x (1000) Stadia in Length 
12 x (1000) Stadia in Width 
12 x (1000) Stadia in Height 

CITY’S GARDEN 12 Fruit 
 
 

The Number 12 in the Bible: 
 

12 Tribes of Israel                  (Genesis) 
12 Altars at the foot of Mt. Sinai               (Exodus 24:4) 
12 Stones High Priest’s Breastplate              (Exodus 28:21) 
12 Loaves of bread in the Tabernacle             (Leviticus 24:5) 
12 Items at the dedication offering (plates, basins, dishes, bulls, rams, lambs, goats)   (Numbers 7) 
12 Men chosen for the censes                (Number 1:44) 
12 Spies sent into the land                (Deut 1:23) 
12 Stones chosen from the Jordan River             (Joshua 4:2) 
12: Age of Jesus in the temple               (Luke 2:41--) 
12 Apostles                    (Matthew 10) 
12: Age of girl raised from the dead              (Luke 8) 
12: Years woman suffered from blood disorder           (Luke 8) 
12 Tribes sealed                  (Revelation 7) 

 
 

 
 


