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The Seals Opened: Six Holy Judgments on the Earth   Revelation 6 
 
 
Introduction: Jesus’ Discourse at the End of His First Coming About the End of His Second Coming      (Luke 21 and Matthew 24-25) 
 
 
1 LISTEN TO JESUS ABOUT HIS SECOND COMING 
 

And while some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble stones and offerings, he said, “As for these things that you see, the days 
will come when there will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” And they asked him, “Teacher, when will these 
things be, and what will be the sign when these things are about to take place?” And he said, “See that you are not led astray. For many will come in 
my name, saying, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is at hand!’ Do not go after them. And when you hear of wars and tumults, do not be terrified, for these 
things must first take place, but the end will not be at once.” (Luke 21:5-9) 
As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of your 
coming and of the end of the age?” And Jesus answered them, “See that no one leads you astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the 
Christ,’ and they will lead many astray. (Matthew 24:3-5) 

 
2 KNOW THE SIGNS PRECEDING HIS COMING 
 

First Group of Signs: Natural disasters, wars, famines, pestilences 
 

And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise 
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places. All these are but the beginning of the 
birth pains. (Matthew 24:6-8) 

 
Second Group of Signs: Persecution and Martyrdom 

 
 “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by all nations for my name's sake. And then many will 
fall away and betray one another and hate one another.  And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. And because lawlessness will 
be increased, the love of many will grow cold.  But the one who endures to the end will be saved. And this gospel of the kingdom will be 
proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come. (Matthew 24:9-14) 

 
Third Group of Signs: Destruction of Jerusalem and the Death of its People 

 
 “So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet Daniel, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), then let 
those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. Let the one who is on the housetop not go down to take what is in his house, and let the one who 
is in the field not turn back to take his cloak. And alas for women who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! Pray that 
your flight may not be in winter or on a Sabbath. For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the world 
until now, no, and never will be.  And if those days had not been cut short, no human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those 
days will be cut short. Then if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There he is!’ do not believe it. For false christs and false prophets 
will arise and perform great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect. See, I have told you beforehand. So, if they say to 
you, ‘Look, he is in the wilderness,’ do not go out. If they say, ‘Look, he is in the inner rooms,’ do not believe it. For as the lightning comes from 
the east and shines as far as the west, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather. (Matthew 
24: 15-28) 

 
Four Group of Signs: Supernatural Natural Disasters 
 

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, 
and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. (Matthew 24:29) 

 
Jesus Appears in Power and Glory 

 
Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on 
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the 
four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. (Matthew 24:30-31) 
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1ST SEAL: BEGINNING WARS 
 

A) Jesus Opens the Seal: Now I watched when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and  
 

B) John Sees the Seal: I heard one of the four living creatures say with a voice like thunder, “Come!” And I looked, and 
behold, a white horse!  
   

C) The Seal Revealed:  1) And its rider had a bow, and 2) a crown was given to him, and  3) he came out    
 conquering, and to conquer. 

 
2ND SEAL: DEVASTATING BLOODSHED 

 
A) Jesus Opens the Seal: When he opened the second seal,  
 

B) John Sees the Seal: I heard the second living creature say, “Come!” And out came another horse, bright red.  
  
C) The Seal Is Revealed:  1) Its rider was permitted to take peace from the earth, so  2) that people should slay one 
 another, and 3) he was given a great sword. 

 
3RD SEAL: INFLATIONARY FAMINES 

 
A) Jesus Opens the Seal: When he opened the third seal,  
  

B) John Sees the Seal: I heard the third living creature say, “Come!” And I looked, and behold, a black horse!  
  
C) The Seal Is Revealed:  1) And its rider had a pair of scales in his hand.  2) And I heard what seemed to be a voice in 
the midst of the four living creatures, saying,  3) “A quart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a 
denarius, and do not harm the oil and wine!” 

 
4TH SEAL: WIDESPREAD DEATH 

 
A) Jesus Opens the Seal: When he opened the fourth seal,  

 
B) John Sees the Seal: I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, “Come!” And I looked, and behold, a pale 
horse!  

 
C) The Seal Is Revealed:  1) And its rider's name was Death, and Hades followed him.  2) And they were given 
authority over a fourth of the earth,  3) to kill with sword and with famine and with pestilence and by wild beasts 
of the earth. 

 
FOUR HORSEMEN: EIGHT VISIONS OF ZECHARIAH   1:1-6:8 

              
VISION             PROMISE          PASSAGE 
1. Four Horsemen: Red, Red, Sorrel, White     Jerusalem will be rebuilt       1:7-17 
2. Four Horns:            Oppressors of Israel will be Judged      1:18-21 
3. Measuring Line:           Jerusalem will be inhabited       2:1-13 
4. Joshua, the high priest:        Promise of the coming “Branch”      3:1-10 
5. Lampstand and the two scrolls:       The Temple will be rebuilt       4:1-14 
6. Flying scrolls:          Judgment on those who break the covenant    5:1-4 
7. Woman in the basket:         Wickedness will be removed       5:5-11 
8. Four chariots & four horses: Red, Black, White, Dappled: Jerusalem will be rebuilt       6:1-8 
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5TH SEAL: CHRISTIAN MARTYRDOM 
  

A) Jesus Opens the Seal: When he opened the fifth seal,  
 

B) John Sees the Seal: I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the 
witness they had borne. (Rev 7:9; 13:15;18:24; 20:4) 

 
C) The Seal is Revealed:  1) They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you 
will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?”  2) Then they were each given a white robe 
and  3) told to rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brothers should be complete, 
who were to be killed as they themselves had been. 

 
6TH SEAL: NATURAL DISASTERS 

 
A) Jesus Opens the Seal: When he opened the sixth seal,  

 
B) John Sees the Seal: I looked, and behold, there was a great earthquake, and the sun became black as sackcloth, the full 
moon became like blood, and the stars of the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a 
gale.  

 
C) The Seal Is Revealed:  1) The sky vanished like a scroll that is being rolled up, and every mountain and island was 
removed from its place.  2) Then the kings of the earth and the great ones and the generals and the rich and the 
powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains, calling 
to the mountains and rocks, 3) “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from 
the wrath of the Lamb, for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?” 

 
God’s Judgments 

 
The oracle concerning Babylon which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw. 
 
Behold, the day of the Lord comes, cruel, with wrath and fierce anger, 
to make the land a desolation and to destroy its sinners from it. 
For the stars of the heavens and their constellations will not give their light; 
the sun will be dark at its rising, and the moon will not shed its light. 
I will punish the world for its evil, and the wicked for their iniquity; 
I will put an end to the pomp of the arrogant, and lay low the pompous pride of the ruthless. 
I will make people more rare than fine gold, and mankind than the gold of Ophir. 
Therefore I will make the heavens tremble, and the earth will be shaken out of its place, 
at the wrath of the Lord of hosts in the day of his fierce anger. 
And like a hunted gazelle, or like sheep with none to gather them, 
each will turn to his own people, and each will flee to his own land. 
Whoever is found will be thrust through, and whoever is caught will fall by the sword. 
Their infants will be dashed in pieces before their eyes; 
their houses will be plundered and their wives ravished. 
 
Behold, I am stirring up the Medes against them, who have no regard for silver and do not delight in gold. 
Their bows will slaughter the young men; they will have no mercy on the fruit of the womb; their eyes will not pity children. 
And Babylon, the glory of kingdoms, the splendor and pomp of the Chaldeans, 
will be like Sodom and Gomorrah when God overthrew them. 
It will never be inhabited or lived in for all generations; 
no Arab will pitch his tent there; no shepherds will make their flocks lie down there. 
But wild animals will lie down there, and their houses will be full of howling creatures; 
there ostriches will dwell, and there wild goats will dance. 
Hyenas will cry in its towers, and jackals in the pleasant palaces; 
its time is close at hand and its days will not be prolonged.  
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PROMISE OF SALVATION: For the Lord will have compassion on Jacob and will again choose Israel, and will set them in their own 
land, and sojourners will join them and will attach themselves to the house of Jacob. And the peoples will take them and bring 
them to their place, and the house of Israel will possess them in the Lord's land as male and female slaves. They will take captive 
those who were their captors, and rule over those who oppressed them. When the Lord has given you rest from your pain and 
turmoil and the hard service with which you were made to serve, you will take up this taunt against the king of Babylon: 
 
JUDGMENT: “How the oppressor has ceased, the insolent fury ceased! 
The Lord has broken the staff of the wicked, the scepter of rulers, 
that struck the peoples in wrath with unceasing blows, 
that ruled the nations in anger with unrelenting persecution. 
The whole earth is at rest and quiet; they break forth into singing. 
The cypresses rejoice at you, the cedars of Lebanon, saying, 
‘Since you were laid low, no woodcutter comes up against us.’ 
Sheol beneath is stirred up to meet you when you come; 
it rouses the shades to greet you, all who were leaders of the earth; 
it raises from their thrones all who were kings of the nations. 
All of them will answer and say to you: 
‘You too have become as weak as we! You have become like us!’ 
Your pomp is brought down to Sheol, the sound of your harps; 
maggots are laid as a bed beneath you, and worms are your covers. 
 
“How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn! 
How you are cut down to the ground, you who laid the nations low! 
You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; 
above the stars of God I will set my throne on high; 
I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the north; 
I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’ 
But you are brought down to Sheol, to the far reaches of the pit. 
Those who see you will stare at you and ponder over you: 
‘Is this the man who made the earth tremble, who shook kingdoms, 
who made the world like a desert and overthrew its cities, who did not let his prisoners go home?’ 
All the kings of the nations lie in glory, each in his own tomb; 
but you are cast out, away from your grave, like a loathed branch, 
clothed with the slain, those pierced by the sword, who go down to the stones of the pit, like a dead body trampled underfoot. 
You will not be joined with them in burial, because you have destroyed your land, you have slain your people. 
“May the offspring of evildoers nevermore be named! 
Prepare slaughter for his sons because of the guilt of their fathers, 
lest they rise and possess the earth, and fill the face of the world with cities.” 
“I will rise up against them,” declares the Lord of hosts, “and will cut off from Babylon name and remnant, descendants and 
posterity,” declares the Lord. “And I will make it a possession of the hedgehog, and pools of water, and I will sweep it with the 
broom of destruction,” declares the Lord of hosts. (Isaiah 13:9-14:23) 

 
God’s Judgment Against the Nations 

Ammon Jeremiah 49:1-6 / Ezekiel 15:1-7 / Amos 1:13-15 
Arabia Isaiah 21:13-17  
Assyria Isaiah 10:5-19; 14:24-27 / Jonah / Nahum 
Babylon Isaiah 13:1-14:23 / 21:1-10 / 46:1-47:15 / Jeremiah 50:1-51:64 / Zechariah 2:9-12 
Damascus Isaiah 17:1-6 / Jeremiah 49: 23-27 / Amos 1:3-5 / Zechariah 9:1 
Edom Isaiah 21:11-12 / Jeremiah 49:7-22 / Ezekiel 25:12-14 / Amos 1:11-12 / Obadiah 1-14  
Egypt Isaiah 18:1-20:6 / Jeremiah 46:2-16 / Ezekiel 29:1-32:32  
Elam Jeremiah 49:34-39  
Ethiopia Zephaniah 2:12-15 
Gaza Amos 1:6-8 / Zechariah 9:5 
Kedar and Hazor Jeremiah 49:28-33  
Lebanon Zechariah 11:1-37 
Moab Isaiah 15:1-16:14 / Jeremiah 48:1-47 / Ezekiel 25:15-17 / Amos 2:1-3 / Zephaniah 2:8-11  
Philistia Isaiah 14:28-32 / Jeremiah 47: 1-7 / Ezekiel 25: 15-17 / Joel 3:4-8 / Zephaniah 2:5-7 / Zechariah 9:6 
Tyre Isaiah 23:1-18 / Ezekiel 26:1-28:19; 28:20-23 / Joel 3:4-8 / Amos 1:9-10 / Zechariah 9:2-3 
 



 5 

3 PREPARE FOR JESUS’ COMING 
 
Learn from the Fig Tree: Be Prepared: “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know that 
summer is near. So also, when you see all these things, you know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away 
until all these things take place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
 

1 The Observant and the Unobservant of the Flood: “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor 
the Son, but the Father only.  For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, and they were unaware until the flood came 
and swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left. Two women 
will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left.  Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But 
know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not 
have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 

 
2 The Wise and the Wicked Servant: “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his master has set over his household, to give them 

their food at the proper time?  Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will set him over 
all his possessions. But if that wicked servant says to himself, ‘My master is delayed,’ and begins to beat his fellow servants and eats and drinks 
with drunkards, the master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he does not know and will cut him in 
pieces and put him with the hypocrites. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 
3 The Prepared and the Unprepared Virgins: “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to meet the 

bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, but the wise took 
flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your 
oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and 
buy for yourselves.’  And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, 
and the door was shut.  Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know 
you.’ Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. 

 
4 The Faithful and the Lazy Servants: “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property. 

To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. He who had received the five 
talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. But he 
who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master's money. Now after a long time the master of those servants 
came and settled accounts with them. And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you 
delivered to me five talents; here, I have made five talents more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been 
faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, 
‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here, I have made two talents more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You 
have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ He also who had received the one talent came 
forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, so I was 
afraid, and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.’ But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful 
servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? Then you ought to have invested my money with the 
bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten 
talents. For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has will be 
taken away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 

 
5 The Sheep and the Goats: “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. Before 

him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. And he will 
place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me 
drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to 
me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? And when did we 
see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you?  And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ And the King will 
answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ “Then he will say to those on his left, 
‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.  For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not 
visit me.’ Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not 
minister to you?’ Then he will answer them, saying, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’  
And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”  (Matthew 24:32-25:46) 

 
 
 
 
 


