
 1 

God’s Protection For His People 
Revelation 7:1-8:5 

 
FIRST SEAL: Beginning Wars 

Now I watched when the Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard one of the four living creatures say with a voice like thunder, “Come!” 
And I looked, and behold, a white horse! And its rider had a bow, and a crown was given to him, and he came out conquering, and to conquer. 

 
SECOND SEAL: Devastating Bloodshed 

When he opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, “Come!” And out came another horse, bright red. Its rider was permitted 
to take peace from the earth, so that people should slay one another, and he was given a great sword. 

 
THIRD SEAL: Inflationary Famines 

When he opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come!” And I looked, and behold, a black horse! And its rider had a pair of 
scales in his hand. And I heard what seemed to be a voice in the midst of the four living creatures, saying, “A quart of wheat for a denarius, and 
three quarts of barley for a denarius, and do not harm the oil and wine!” 

 
FOURTH SEAL: Widespread Death 

When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, “Come!” And I looked, and behold, a pale horse! And its rider's 
name was Death, and Hades followed him. And they were given authority over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with famine and with 
pestilence and by wild beasts of the earth. 

 
FIFTH SEAL: Christian Martyrdom 

When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the witness they had 
borne. They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood on those who 
dwell on the earth?” Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their 
brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been. 

 
SIXTH SEAL: Natural Disasters 

When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and behold, there was a great earthquake, and the sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon 
became like blood, and the stars of the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by a gale. The sky vanished like a 
scroll that is being rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place. Then the kings of the earth and the great ones and the 
generals and the rich and the powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of the mountains, calling 
to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb, for the 
great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?” 

 
JESUS: His Return 

“Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from heaven, 
and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. (Matthew 24:29) 
Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on 
the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the 
four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. (Matthew 24:30-31) 

 
1. GOD’S ELECTION OF SALVATION TO ISRAEL  (7:1-8) 
 

• After this I saw four angels  
• standing at the four corners of the earth,  
• holding back the four winds of the earth, that no wind might blow on earth or sea or against any tree.  

 
• Then I saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun,  
• with the seal of the living God, and  
• he called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm earth and sea, saying,  

 
• “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God on their 

foreheads.”  
• And I heard the number of the sealed, 144,000,  
• sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel: 

 
12,000 from the tribe of Judah were sealed, 12,000 from the tribe of Reuben, 12,000 from the tribe of Gad, 
12,000 from the tribe of Asher, 12,000 from the tribe of Naphtali, 12,000 from the tribe of Manasseh, 12,000 
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from the tribe of Simeon, 12,000 from the tribe of Levi, 12,000 from the tribe of Issachar, 12,000 from the 
tribe of Zebulun, 12,000 from the tribe of Joseph, 12,000 from the tribe of Benjamin were sealed. (7:1-8) 

 
2.  GOD’S ELECTION OF SALVATION TO THE WORLD  (7:9-17) 
 

GENTILES WORSHIP: 
 
• After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes 

and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb,  
 

• clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice,  
 

• “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”  
 

Feast of Tabernacles: God’s Protection in the Wilderness 
“On the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have gathered in the produce of the land, you shall celebrate the feast of the LORD 
seven days. On the first day shall be a solemn rest, and on the eighth day shall be a solemn rest. And you shall take on the first day the fruit 
of splendid trees, branches of palm trees and boughs of leafy trees and willows of the brook, and you shall rejoice before the LORD your 
God seven days.  You shall celebrate it as a feast to the LORD for seven days in the year. It is a statute forever throughout your generations; 
you shall celebrate it in the seventh month.  You shall dwell in booths for seven days. All native Israelites shall dwell in booths,  that your 
generations may know that I made the people of Israel dwell in booths when I brought them out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your 
God.” (Lev 23:39-43) 
 
The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So they took branches of palm trees and 
went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” (John 12:13) 
 
ANGELS, 24 ELDERS, AND 4 LIVING CREATURES WORSHIP: 

 
• And all the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and 

they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying,  
 

• “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God 
forever and ever! Amen.” 

 
REASON FOR THE WORSHIP:  

 
• Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and from where have 

they come?” I said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me,  
 

• “These are the ones coming out of the great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb. 

 
Times of Tribulation 

DANIEL:  “At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. And there shall be a time of trouble, such as  
  never has been since there was a nation till that time. But at that time your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name  
  shall be found written in the book. And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life,  
  and some to shame and everlasting contempt. Daniel 12:1-2 
 
JESUS:  For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the world until now, no, and never will be.   
  And if those days had not been cut short, no human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect those days will be cut  
  short. Matthew 24:21 
  I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have  
  overcome the world.” John 16:33 
LUKE:  When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium to   
  Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many   
  tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.  Acts 14:21-22 
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PAUL:  This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you  
  are also suffering— since indeed God considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to grant relief to you  
  who are afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels  in flaming fire, inflicting  
  vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will suffer the  
  punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, when he comes on that 
  day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who have believed, because our testimony to you was   
  believed. 2 Thessalonians 1:6-10 

 
Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God.  
Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the 
Holy Spirit who has been given to us. Romans 5:2-3 
 
The saying is trustworthy, for: If we have died with him, we will also live with him; if we endure, we will also reign with him; if we 
deny him, he also will deny us; if we are faithless, he remains faithful— for he cannot deny himself. 2 Timothy 2:11-12 

 
PETER:  Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though something strange were    
  happening to you. But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is  
  revealed. If you are insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. But  
  let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler.  Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be 
  ashamed, but let him glorify God in that name.  For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins  
  with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? I Peter 4:12-17 
 
JOHN:  I, John, your brother and partner in the tribulation and the kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was  on the  
  island called Patmos on account of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus. Revelation 1:9 

 
• “Therefore they are before the throne of God, / and serve him day and night in his temple; / and he who sits 

on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 
 

• They shall hunger no more, neither thirst anymore; / the sun shall not strike them, / nor any scorching heat. 
 

• For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, / and he will guide them to springs of living 
water, 

 
• and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” (7:9-17) 

 
Promises from Isaiah 

Thus says the LORD: “In a time of favor I have answered you; in a day of salvation I have helped you; I will keep you and give you as a 
covenant to the people, to establish the land, to apportion the desolate heritages, saying to the prisoners, ‘Come out,’ to those who are in 
darkness, ‘Appear.’ They shall feed along the ways; on all bare heights shall be their pasture; they shall not hunger or thirst, neither 
scorching wind nor sun shall strike them, for he who has pity on them will lead them, and by springs of water will guide them. And I will 
make all my mountains a road, and my highways shall be raised up. Behold, these shall come from afar, and behold, these from the north and 
from the west, and these from the land of Syene. ”Isaiah 49:8-12 
 
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of 
aged wine well refined. And he will swallow up on this mountain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all 
nations. He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will 
take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited for him, that he 
might save us. This is the LORD; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” Isaiah 25:6-9 
 
Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear 
not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is 
with him, and his recompense before him. He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in 
his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young. Isaiah 40:9-11 

 
 
SEVENTH SEAL: Silence in Heaven 

• When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour.  
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Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and 
he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested 
from all his work that he had done in creation. (Genesis 2:1-3) 

  
• Then I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them.  

 
Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man 
coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his 
elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. (Matthew 24:30-31) 
 

Angel(s) 
1. Tells Hagar, pregnant with Ishmael, to return to Sarai  (Gen 16:7-

16) 
2. Tell Lot to leave Sodom and Gomorrah with his family  (Gen 19:15-

22) 
3. Tells Abraham not to harm Isaac as a sacrifice (Gen 22:11-14) 
4. Appears in Jacob’s dream of ascending and descending a ladder to 

heaven (Gen 28:12) 
5. Appears to Jacob in a dream to return to the land of Canaan (Gen 

31:11-16) 
6. Appears to Moses in the midst of a burning bush (Ex 3:2) 
7. Leads the people of Israel through the wilderness  (Ex 14:19) 
8. Sent to guard Israel’s entrance into Canaan  (Gen 23:20-21; 33:1-2; 

Num 20:16) 
9. Stands in the road with a sword before Balaam on a donkey (Num 

22:22-24) 
10. Warns Israel God will not drive out Israel’s enemies in Canaan (Jud 

2:1-5) 
11. Appears to Gideon (Jud 6:11-18) 
12. Appears to the mother of Samson to announce his birth  (Jud 13:1-

7) 
13. Appears to the father of Samson about his birth (Jud 13:13-14) 
14. Sends a pestilence on Israel for David’s sin, 70,000 die  (2 Sam 

24:15-17) 
15. Touches Elijah to arise and eat (I Kings 19:4-8) 
16. Strikes down 185,000 Assyrians (2 Kings 19:35-37; Isaiah 37:36-

38) 
17. Puts his sword back into its sheath by the Lord when David built an 

altar  (I Chron 21:25-27) 
18. Praise God (Psalm 148:2) 

19. Delivers Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego from the fire (Daniel 3:28-
30) 

20. Shuts the lion’s mouth and protects Daniel  (Daniel 6:22) 
21. Talks to Zechariah in his vision (Zechariah 1:7-6:5) 
22. Appears to Joseph in a dream to take Mary as his wife (Matthew 1:20) 
23. Appears to Joseph to take Mary and Jesus to Egypt (Matthew 2:13) 
24. Minister to Jesus in the wilderness (Matthew 4:11) 
25. Will reap “the field” at the end of the age (Matthew 13:41) 
26. Will appear with Jesus when he returns (Matthew 16:27) 
27. See the face of the God in heaven (Matthew 22:30) 
28. Will be sent out by God with a loud trumpet to gather the elect  

(Matthew 24:31) 
29. Do not know the day or hour of Jesus’ return (Matthew 24:36) 
30. Rolls back the stone from Jesus’ tomb  (Matthew 28:5) 
31. Appears to Zechariah to announce the birth of John  (Luke 1:13) 
32. Appears to Mary, the mother of Jesus, in Nazareth  (Luke 1:26-33) 
33. Appears to the shepherds about the birth of Jesus (Luke 2:8-13) 
34. Gives the name of Jesus before his birth (Luke 2:21) 
35. Rejoice over one sinner who repents (Luke 15:10) 
36. Appears to Jesus in the garden before his crucifixion (Luke 22:43) 
37. Sit in the empty tomb of Jesus, dressed in white (John 20:12) 
38. Opens the prison door to free the apostles  (Acts 5:19) 
39. Appears to Philip to go to Gaza  (Acts 8:26) 
40. Appears to Cornelius in a vision (Acts 10:1-8) 
41. Appears to Peter in prison and frees him (Acts 12:7) 
42. Strikes down Herod with worms and he dies (Acts 12:23) 
43. Appears to Paul to not be afraid (Acts 27:23-26) 
44. Are not superior to Jesus (Hebrews 1:4) 
45. Were not spared when they sinned, but were cast into hell (2 Peter 2:4

 
• And another angel came and stood at the altar with a golden censer, and he was given much incense to offer 

with the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar before the throne, and the smoke of the incense, with the 
prayers of the saints, rose before God from the hand of the angel.  

 
And you shall put it in front of the veil that is above the ark of the testimony, in front of the mercy seat that is above the testimony, where I 
will meet with you. (Exodus 30:6) 
 
Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by 
lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense. And 
there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. (Luke 1:8-10) 
 
And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart. He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who 
neither feared God nor respected man. And there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Give me justice against my 
adversary.’ For a while he refused, but afterward he said to himself, ‘Though I neither fear God nor respect man, yet because this widow 
keeps bothering me, I will give her justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual coming.’” And the Lord said, “Hear what the 
unrighteous judge says. And will not God give justice to his elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over them? I tell you, he 
will give justice to them speedily. Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” (Luke 18:1-8) 

 
• Then the angel took the censer and filled it with fire from the altar and threw it on the earth, and there were 

peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake. (Rev 8:1-5)

 


