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First Four Trumpets: God’s Judgment Upon a Third of the Earth      Revelation 8:6-13 
 
Now the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared to blow them. (8:6) 
 
 God’s Presence on Mt. Sinai 

On the morning of the third day there were thunders and lightnings and a thick cloud on the mountain and a very loud trumpet blast, so that all the people in 
the camp trembled…. And as the sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses spoke, and God answered him in thunder. The LORD came down on 
Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain. And the LORD called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went up. (Exodus 19:16-20) 

 Feast of Trumpets: Seventh Month 
And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to the people of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall observe a day of 
solemn rest, a memorial proclaimed with blast of trumpets, a holy convocation. You shall not do any ordinary work, and you shall present a food offering to the 
LORD.” (Leviticus 23:23-25) 

  God’s Guidance Into the Promise Land 
The trumpets shall be to you for a perpetual statute throughout your generations. And when you go to war in your land against the adversary who oppresses 
you, then you shall sound an alarm with the trumpets, that you may be remembered before the LORD your God, and you shall be saved from your enemies. On 
the day of your gladness also, and at your appointed feasts and at the beginnings of your months, you shall blow the trumpets over your burnt offerings and 
over the sacrifices of your peace offerings. They shall be a reminder of you before your God: I am the LORD your God.”  (Numbers 10:1-10) 

 God’s Leading Into Jericho: Seven Days and Seventh Day 
On the seventh day they rose early, at the dawn of day, and marched around the city in the same manner seven times. It was only on that day that they 
marched around the city seven times. And at the seventh time, when the priests had blown the trumpets, Joshua said to the people, “Shout, for the LORD has 
given you the city. And the city and all that is within it shall be devoted to the LORD for destruction. Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are with her in her 
house shall live, because she hid the messengers whom we sent. But you, keep yourselves from the things devoted to destruction, lest when you have devoted 
them you take any of the devoted things and make the camp of Israel a thing for destruction and bring trouble upon it. But all silver and gold, and every vessel 
of bronze and iron, are holy to the LORD; they shall go into the treasury of the LORD.” So the people shouted, and the trumpets were blown. As soon as the 
people heard the sound of the trumpet, the people shouted a great shout, and the wall fell down flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man 
straight before him, and they captured the city. Then they devoted all in the city to destruction, both men and women, young and old, oxen, sheep, and 
donkeys, with the edge of the sword. (Joshua 6:15-21) 

 God’s Leading Of Gideon 
So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came to the outskirts of the camp at the beginning of the middle watch, when they had just set the watch. 
And they blew the trumpets and smashed the jars that were in their hands. Then the three companies blew the trumpets and broke the jars. They held in their 
left hands the torches, and in their right hands the trumpets to blow. And they cried out, “A sword for the LORD and for Gideon!” Every man stood in his place 
around the camp, and all the army ran. They cried out and fled. When they blew the 300 trumpets, the LORD set every man's sword against his comrade and 
against all the army. And the army fled as far as Beth-shittah toward Zererah, as far as the border of Abel-meholah, by Tabbath. And the men of Israel were 
called out from Naphtali and from Asher and from all Manasseh, and they pursued after Midian.  (Judges 7:19-23) 

 Nehemiah Prepares for Battle 
And each of the builders had his sword strapped at his side while he built. The man who sounded the trumpet was beside me. And I said to the nobles and to 
the officials and to the rest of the people, “The work is great and widely spread, and we are separated on the wall, far from one another. In the place where 
you hear the sound of the trumpet, rally to us there. Our God will fight for us.” (Nehemiah 4:18-20) 

 Destruction of the Babylonians 
Declare in Judah, and proclaim in Jerusalem, and say, “Blow the trumpet through the land; cry aloud and say, ‘Assemble, and let us go into the fortified cities!’ 
Raise a standard toward Zion, flee for safety, stay not, for I bring disaster from the north, and great destruction. A lion has gone up from his thicket, a destroyer 
of nations has set out; he has gone out from his place to make your land a waste; your cities will be ruins without inhabitant. For this put on sackcloth, lament 
and wail, for the fierce anger of the LORD has not turned back from us.” “ (Jeremiah 4:5-17) 

 Ezekiel’s Warning of Destruction as a Watchman 
The word of the LORD came to me: “Son of man, speak to your people and say to them, If I bring the sword upon a land, and the people of the land take a man 
from among them, and make him their watchman, and if he sees the sword coming upon the land and blows the trumpet and warns the people, then if anyone 
who hears the sound of the trumpet does not take warning, and the sword comes and takes him away, his blood shall be upon his own head. He heard the 
sound of the trumpet and did not take warning; his blood shall be upon himself. But if he had taken warning, he would have saved his life. But if the watchman 
sees the sword coming and does not blow the trumpet, so that the people are not warned, and the sword comes and takes any one of them, that person is 
taken away in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at the watchman's hand. (Ezekiel 33:1-6) 

 Day of the Lord: Joel 
Blow a trumpet in Zion; sound an alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the LORD is coming; it is near, a day of 
darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness there is spread upon the mountains a great and powerful people; their like has never 
been before, nor will be again after them through the years of all generations. Fire devours before them, and behind them a flame burns. The land is like the 
garden of Eden before them, but behind them a desolate wilderness, and nothing escapes them. Their appearance is like the appearance of horses, and like 
war horses they run. As with the rumbling of chariots, they leap on the tops of the mountains, like the crackling of a flame of fire devouring the stubble, like a 
powerful army drawn up for battle. Before them peoples are in anguish; all faces grow pale. Like warriors they charge; like soldiers they scale the wall. They 
march each on his way; they do not swerve from their paths. They do not jostle one another; each marches in his path; they burst through the weapons and 
are not halted. They leap upon the city, they run upon the walls, they climb up into the houses, they enter through the windows like a thief. The earth quakes 
before them; the heavens tremble. The sun and the moon are darkened, and the stars withdraw their shining. The LORD utters his voice before his army, for 
his camp is exceedingly great; he who executes his word is powerful. For the day of the LORD is great and very awesome; who can endure it? (Joel 2:1-11) 

 Day of the Lord: Zephaniah 
The great day of the LORD is near, near and hastening fast; the sound of the day of the LORD is bitter; the mighty man cries aloud there. A day of wrath is that 
day, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet blast and 
battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty battlements. I will bring distress on mankind, so that they shall walk like the blind, because they have 
sinned against the LORD; their blood shall be poured out like dust, and their flesh like dung. Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them on 
the day of the wrath of the LORD. In the fire of his jealousy, all the earth shall be consumed; for a full and sudden end he will make of all the inhabitants of the 
earth. (Zephaniah 1:14-18) 

1st Trumpet: Hail, Fire, Blood (8:7) 
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The first angel blew his trumpet, and there followed hail and fire, mixed with blood, and these were 
thrown upon the earth.  
1. And a third of the earth was burned up, and  
2. a third of the trees were burned up, and  
3. all green grass was burned up. 
 

7th Plague: Hail 
 

 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Rise up early in the morning and present yourself before Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says the 
 LORD, the God of the Hebrews,  

• “Let my people go, that they may serve me.   
• For this time I will send all my plagues on you yourself, and on your servants and your people, so that you may know that 

there is none like me in all the earth.  
• For by now I could have put out my hand and struck you and your people with pestilence, and you would have been cut off 

from the earth.  
• But for this purpose I have raised you up, to show you my power, so that my name may be proclaimed in all the earth.  
• You are still exalting yourself against my people and will not let them go. (Exodus 9:13-17) 

 
 Then the LORD said to Moses,  

• “Stretch out your hand toward heaven, so that there may be hail in all the land of Egypt, on man and beast and every plant 
of the field, in the land of Egypt.”  

• Then Moses stretched out his staff toward heaven, and the LORD sent thunder and hail, and fire ran down to the earth.  
• And the LORD rained hail upon the land of Egypt.  
• There was hail and fire flashing continually in the midst of the hail, very heavy hail, such as had never been in all the land 

of Egypt since it became a nation.  
• The hail struck down everything that was in the field in all the land of Egypt, both man and beast.  
• And the hail struck down every plant of the field and broke every tree of the field.  
• Only in the land of Goshen, where the people of Israel were, was there no hail. (Exodus 9:22-26) 

 
Day of the Lord: Joel 

 
“And I will show wonders in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of smoke. The sun shall be turned to 
darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. And it shall come to pass that 
everyone who calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who 
escape, as the LORD has said, and among the survivors shall be those whom the LORD calls. (Joel 2:30-32) 

 
2nd Trumpet: Mountain of Fire (8:8-9) 
 

The second angel blew his trumpet, and something like a great mountain, burning with fire, was thrown 
into the sea, and  
1. a third of the sea became blood.  
2. A third of the living creatures in the sea died, and  
3. a third of the ships were destroyed. 

 
1st Plague: Water to Blood in the Nile 

 
Moses and Aaron did as the LORD commanded. In the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his servants he lifted up the staff and 
struck the water in the Nile, and all the water in the Nile turned into blood.  

 And the fish in the Nile died, and the Nile stank, so that the Egyptians could not drink water from the Nile.  
 There was blood throughout all the land of Egypt. (Exodus 7:20-21) 
 
 
 

3rd Trumpet: Falling Blazing Star (8:10-11) 
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The third angel blew his trumpet, and a great star fell from heaven, blazing like a torch, and  
1. it fell on a third of the rivers and  
2. on the springs of water. The name of the star is Wormwood.  
3. A third of the waters became wormwood, and many people died from the water, because it had been 

made bitter. 
 

1st Plague: Water to Blood in the Nile 
 

But the magicians of Egypt did the same by their secret arts. So Pharaoh's heart remained hardened, and he would not listen to 
them, as the LORD had said. Pharaoh turned and went into his house, and he did not take even this to heart. And all the 
Egyptians dug along the Nile for water to drink, for they could not drink the water of the Nile. (Exodus 7:20-25) 

 
Destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians  

 
I am the man who has seen affliction under the rod of his wrath; he has driven and brought me into darkness without any light; 
surely against me he turns his hand again and again the whole day long. He has made my flesh and my skin waste away; he has 
broken my bones; he has besieged and enveloped me with bitterness and tribulation; he has made me dwell in darkness like 
the dead of long ago. 
He has walled me about so that I cannot escape, he has made my chains heavy; though I call and cry for help, he shuts out my 
prayer; he has blocked my ways with blocks of stones; he has made my paths crooked. He is a bear lying in wait for me, a lion in 
hiding; he turned aside my steps and tore me to pieces; he has made me desolate; he bent his bow and set me as a target for 
his arrow. He drove into my kidneys the arrows of his quiver; I have become the laughingstock of all peoples, the object of their 
taunts all day long. He has filled me with bitterness; he has sated me with wormwood. 
He has made my teeth grind on gravel, and made me cower in ashes; my soul is bereft of peace; I have forgotten what 
happiness is; so I say, “My endurance has perished; so has my hope from the LORD.” Remember my affliction and my 
wanderings, the wormwood and the gall! My soul continually remembers it and is bowed down within me. (Lamentations 3:1-
20) 

 
The Source of the Fire of the First Three Trumpets 

 
When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. Then I saw the seven angels who 
stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them. And another angel came and stood at the altar with a golden 
censer, and he was given much incense to offer with the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar before the throne, and the 
smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, rose before God from the hand of the angel.  
Then the angel took the censer and filled it with fire from the altar and threw it on the earth, and there were peals of thunder, 
rumblings, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake. (Revelation 8:1-5) 

 
 

4th Trumpet: Sun, Moon, and Stars Darkened (8:12-13) 
 
The fourth angel blew his trumpet, and  
1. a third of the sun was struck, and  
2. a third of the moon, and  
3. a third of the stars, so that  
4. a third of their light might be darkened, and  
5. a third of the day might be kept from shining, and  
6. likewise a third of the night. 
 

 
 
 
 

9th Plague: Darkness 
 

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven, that there may be darkness over the land of Egypt, a 
darkness to be felt.” So Moses stretched out his hand toward heaven, and there was pitch darkness in all the land of Egypt 
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three days. They did not see one another, nor did anyone rise from his place for three days, but all the people of Israel had light 
where they lived.  
Then Pharaoh called Moses and said, “Go, serve the LORD; your little ones also may go with you; only let your flocks and your 
herds remain behind.” But Moses said, “You must also let us have sacrifices and burnt offerings, that we may sacrifice to the 
LORD our God. Our livestock also must go with us; not a hoof shall be left behind, for we must take of them to serve the LORD 
our God, and we do not know with what we must serve the LORD until we arrive there.”  
But the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he would not let them go. Then Pharaoh said to him, “Get away from me; take 
care never to see my face again, for on the day you see my face you shall die.”  
Moses said, “As you say! I will not see your face again.” (Exodus 10:21-29) 

 
Day of the Lord: Joel 

 
Blow a trumpet in Zion; sound an alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the 
LORD is coming; it is near, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness there is spread 
upon the mountains a great and powerful people; their like has never been before, nor will be again after them through the 
years of all generations. 

 
Day of the Lord: Return of Jesus 

 
“But in those days, after that tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light,  and the stars will be 
falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man coming in clouds 
with great power and glory. And then he will send out the angels and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the 
earth to the ends of heaven. (Mark 13:24-27) 

 
Crucifixion of Jesus: Darkness for Three Hours 

 
Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. 46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out 
with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  And some of the 
bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, 
and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 
And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. (Matthew 27:45-50) 

 
Conclusion: Purpose of the Ten Plagues: An Understanding of the First Four Trumpets 
 

God spoke to Moses and said to him, “I am the LORD.  
1. I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, as God Almighty, but by my name the LORD I did not make myself 

known to them.  
2. I also established my covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, the land in which they lived as sojourners. 

Moreover,  
3. I have heard the groaning of the people of Israel whom the Egyptians hold as slaves, and I have remembered my 

covenant.  
 
Say therefore to the people of Israel, ‘I am the LORD, and  

1. I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and  
2. I will deliver you from slavery to them, and  
3. I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great acts of judgment.  
4. I will take you to be my people, and  
5. I will be your God, and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who has brought you out from under the burdens 

of the Egyptians.  
6. I will bring you into the land that I swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.  
7. I will give it to you for a possession.  

 
I am the LORD.’” (Exodus 6:2-8) 

 


