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THE DIAGNOSIS BEFORE THE CURE: God’s Wrath 
Romans 1:18-32 

 
Introduction: Argument 
 

Paul:  For I am not ashamed of the gospel, (16a) 
Question: Why not, Paul? 
Paul:  for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. (16b) 
Question: How so, Paul? 
Paul:   For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”  
   (17) 
Question: But why is this necessary, Paul? 
Paul:  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their  
    unrighteousness suppress the truth. (18) 

 
 
1. WHAT GOD REVEALS: God’s Wrath  (18a) 
 

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven  
 
2. TO WHOM GOD REVEALS HIS WRATH: To All of Sinful Humanity  (18b) 

 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.  (18) 

 
3. WHY GOD REVEALS HIS WRATH: To Display God’s Glory and Humanity’s Sin  (19-23) 
 

1) BECAUSE GOD REVEALED HIS GLORY: For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has 
shown it to them.  
a. For his invisible attributes, namely,  
b. his eternal power and  
c. divine nature,  
have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made.  
So they are without excuse. (19-20) 

 
• SCIENTIST: “I am filled with the same awe and humility when I contemplate something of what goes on in a single cell as when I 

contemplate the sky on a clear night. The coordination of the complex activities of the cell in a common purpose hits the scientific 
part of me as the best evidence for an Ultimate Purpose.” (Stott, 74) 
“Anthropologists have also found a worldwide moral sense in human beings so that, although conscience is of course to some extent 
conditioned by culture, it still testifies to everybody everywhere both that there is a difference between right and wrong, and that 
evil deserves to be punished” (Stott, 74) 
 

• C.S. Lewis: “These then, are the two points I wanted to make. First, that human beings, all over the earth, have the 
curious idea that they ought to behave in a certain way, and cannot really get rid of it. Secondly, that they do not in fact 
behave in that way. They know the Law of Nature; they break it. These two facts are the foundation of all clear thinking 
about ourselves and the universe we live in.” (C.S.Lewis. Mere Christianity. 8) 

 
2) BECAUSE HUMANS DID NOT HONOR GOD’S GLORY: For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God 

or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 
Claiming to be wise, they became fools, and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images 
resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things. (21-23) 
 

 
 
 



 2 

Futile Thinking of Satan 
He said to the woman,  
a. “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?”   

And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit 
of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’”  

b. But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die.  
c. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  
 
d. So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and  
e. that it was a delight to the eyes, and  
f. that the tree was to be desired to make one wise,  
 
she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, 
and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. (Genesis 3:1-7) 

 
Six Examples of Futile Thinking 

 
g. No God   Atheism / Naturalism / Nihilism / Christian Scientist        
h. Maybe God:  Agnosticism/ Existentialism        
i. Distant God:  Deism:             
j. Many Gods:  Polytheism / Coexist Movement          
k. Impersonal God:  Pantheism / Hinduism / Taoism / New Age:      
l. One God:   Monotheism: (Islam, Mormonism, Jehovah Witnesses, Cults) 
 

Paul in Athens: Three Major World Views  (Acts 17) 
 

 Stoics--Panentheism Epicureans—Naturalism Christian Theism 
God God is the Mind, Logos, or 

principle of Reason that holds all 
together. 

God does not exist; there are 
celestial beings but they have no 
concern for humans. 

God is the transcendent Creator 
and the Lord of creation; He is not 
a local god. (17:24) 

God/Universe is self-existent The universe is self-existent God is self-existent (17:25,29) 
God is immanent God is not immanent God is immanent (17:28) 

Humans Humans are an expression of 
god/universe 

Humans are on their own Humans are God’s creation, 
created in His image as male and 
female (17:26) 

Humans are self-sufficient but 
should align themselves with 
Reason 

Humans best live their lives by 
limiting their desires to simple 
pleasures 

Human nature is universal (17:26) 

Humans long for meaning by 
living by Reason 

Humans live good lives by 
insulating oneself from private or 
public ambition 

Humans are designed to search 
out and find God; this longing can 
be fulfilled (17:27) 

History History is not a category of much 
interest 

History is not a category of much 
interest; one should avoid the 
disturbances of public life. 

God is in charge of history—both 
events and their meaning (17:26-
27; 30-31) 

Reason Human reason should align itself 
with the divine—with Reason itself 

The gods are not relevant to 
human life 

God is beyond any human 
imagination (17:29) 

Judgment Divine judgment does not exist Divine judgment does not exist God is judge and holds humans 
responsible for our actions (17:30-
31) 

Death The resurrection does not exist and 
death is the end of humanity’s 
existence 

The resurrection does not exist and 
death is the end of existence 

The resurrection of Jesus shows 
God’s judgment in Jesus and life is 
eternal in heaven or hell.  

 
• CARL SAGAN: Our posturings, our imagined self-importance, the delusion that we have some privileged position in the Universe, are 

challenged by this point of pale light. Our planet is a lonely speck in the great enveloping cosmic dark. In our obscurity, in all this 
vastness, there is no hint that help will come from elsewhere to save us from ourselves. 
The Earth is the only world known so far to harbor life. There is nowhere else, at least in the near future, to which our species could 
migrate. Visit, yes. Settle, not yet. Like it or not, for the moment the Earth is where we make our stand. 
It has been said that astronomy is a humbling and character-building experience. There is perhaps no better demonstration of the 
folly of human conceits than this distant image of our tiny world. To me, it underscores our responsibility to deal more kindly with 
one another, and to preserve and cherish the pale blue dot, the only home we’ve ever known.” (Carl Sagan)  
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• HUMAN MANIFESTO: “We begin with humans not God, nature not deity.” “We find insufficient evidence for belief in the existence 
of a supernatural; it is either meaningless or irrelevant to the question of survival and fulfillment of the human race.” “Reason and 
intelligence are the most effective instruments that humankind possesses.”  “Ethics is autonomous and situational needing no 
theological or ideological sanction.” “This would appreciate cultural pluralism and diversity.” “The preciousness and dignity of the 
individual person is a central humanist values.” “Technology is a vital key to human progress and development.” 

 
• Deepak Chopra: ”We remain unfulfilled unless we nurture the seeds of divinity inside us. In reality we are divinity in disguise, and 

the gods and goddesses in embryo that are contained within us seek to be fully materialized.” (How to Know God)   “(Jesus) is not a 
person, but a state of consciousness…” (Jesus) 

 
• Dr. Wayne Dyer: “The key is to trust in your own divinity, to know that you are a piece of God, and that you are like what you came 

from. As a spiritual being, you have Divinity within.”  
 
4. HOW GOD REVEALS HIS WRATH: God Allows Humanity to Experience the Consequences of Their Sins (24-31) 

 
 1) GOD HANDED HUMANS OVER TO A SINFUL BODY 
 

a) THE WORSHIP OF THE BODY DISHONORS THE BODY: Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their 
hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, because they exchanged the truth 
about God for a lie and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! 
Amen. (24-25) 

 
b) THE WORSHIP OF THE BODY BIRTHS UNNATURAL SEXUAL RELATIONS: For this reason, God gave them up 
to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to 
nature; and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one 
another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their 
error. (26-27) 
 

But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and 
the desires of the Spirit are against the flesh, for these are opposed to each other, to keep you from doing the things you want to do. 
18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, impurity, 
sensuality, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, 21 envy, drunkenness, orgies, 
and things like these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
Galatians 5:16-21 

 
Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds. 18 They are 
darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of 
heart. 19 They have become callous and have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy to practice every kind of impurity. 20 But 
that is not the way you learned Christ!— 21 assuming that you have heard about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, 
22 to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, 23 and to be 
renewed in the spirit of your minds, 24 and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and 
holiness.Ephesians 4:17-24 

 
 2) GOD HANDED HUMANS OVER TO A SINFUL MIND  
 

And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what 
ought not to be done.  
1. They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice.  
2. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness.  
3. They are gossips, slanders, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to 

parents, foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless. (28-31) 
 
5. HOW A RIGHTEOUS GOD CAN REVEAL HIS WRATH: God is Justified because Humanity Deserves It. (32) 
 

Though they know God’s righteous decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do 
them but give approval to those who practice them. (32) 


