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THE PRESENT: Israel’s Disobedience and the Gentile’s Faith   
Romans 10:1-21 / May 18, 2019 

 
Transitional Statements Between Chapter 9 and 10    (9:30-33) 
 

#1 Gentiles Attain Salvation; Israel Did Not Attain Salvation 
 

What shall we say, then?  
1. That Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have attained it, that is, a righteousness that is by faith; 
2.  but that Israel who pursued a law that would lead to righteousness did not succeed in reaching that law.  

 
#2 Israel Pursued the Works of the Law, not Grace by Faith 
 

Why?  
1. Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as if it were based on works.  
2. They have stumbled over the stumbling stone, as it is written, 

a. “Behold, I am laying in Zion         (Isaiah 28:16) 
b. a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense;     (Isaiah 8:14) 
c. and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”  (Isaiah 28:16) 

 
• Therefore hear the word of the LORD, you scoffers, who rule this people in Jerusalem!  
• Because you have said, “We have made a covenant with death, and with Sheol we have an agreement,  
• when the overwhelming whip passes through it will not come to us,  
• for we have made lies our refuge, and in falsehood we have taken shelter”;  
• therefore thus says the Lord GOD,  
• “Behold, I am the one who has laid as a foundation in Zion, a stone, a tested stone,  
• a precious cornerstone, of a sure foundation: ‘Whoever believes will not be in haste.’ 
• And I will make justice the line, and righteousness the plumb line; 
• and hail will sweep away the refuge of lies, and waters will overwhelm the shelter.” 
• Then your covenant with death will be annulled, and your agreement with Sheol will not stand; 
• when the overwhelming scourge passes through, you will be beaten down by it.  (Isaiah 28:14-18) 

 
For the LORD spoke thus to me with his strong hand upon me, and warned me not to walk in the way of this people, saying:  “Do 
not call conspiracy all that this people calls conspiracy, and do not fear what they fear, nor be in dread. But the LORD of hosts, him 
you shall honor as holy. Let him be your fear, and let him be your dread. And he will become a sanctuary and a stone of offense 
and a rock of stumbling to both houses of Israel, a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem. And many shall stumble on it. 
They shall fall and be broken; they shall be snared and taken.” (Isaiah 8:11-15) 

 
A)  WHY DOES ISRAEL REJECT SALVATION BY FAITH?  (10:1-4) 
 

ALTHOUGH 
Israel is Loved  (10:1)    

Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved.  
 
Israel is Zealous   (10:2a)   

For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God,  
 

 FALSE ZEAL: For you have heard of my former life in Judaism,  
1. how I persecuted the church of God violently and  
2. tried to destroy it.  
3. And I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people,  
4. so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. (Galatians 1:13-14) 

 
 FALSE ZEAL: If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more:  

1. circumcised on the eighth day,  
2. of the people of Israel,  
3. of the tribe of Benjamin,  
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4. a Hebrew of Hebrews;  
5. as to the law, a Pharisee;  
6. as to zeal, a persecutor of the church;  
7. as to righteousness under the law, blameless. (Philippians 3:4-6) 

 
TRUE SALVATION: But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal his Son 
to me, in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately consult with anyone; nor did I go up to Jerusalem to 
those who were apostles before me, but I went away into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus. Galatians 1:15-17 
 
TRUE SALVATION: But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order 
that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes 
through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith— that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and 
may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
(Philippians 3:7-11) 

 
YET 

 Israel is Ignorant: (10:2b-3a)  but not according to knowledge. For, being ignorant of the righteousness of   
         God, 

 
Israel is Self-Deceived: (10:3b) and seeking to establish their own,  
 
Israel is Arrogant:  (10:3c)  they did not submit to God's righteousness.  
 

THEREFORE 
 Israel Is Lost: (10:4)    For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone who believes.  
 
B) WHY DO THE GENTILES RECEIVE SALVATION BY FAITH?    (10:5-13)  
 
 Salvation is by Faith not the Law (10:5) 

 
For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based on the law, that the person who does the 
commandments shall live by them.  (Leviticus 18:5) 
 

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to the people of Israel and say to them, I am the LORD your God. You shall not do as they 
do in the land of Egypt, where you lived, and you shall not do as they do in the land of Canaan, to which I am bringing you. You shall not 
walk in their statutes.  
You shall follow my rules and keep my statutes and walk in them. I am the LORD your God. You shall therefore keep my statutes and my 
rules; if a person does them, he shall live by them: I am the LORD. (Leviticus 18:1-5) 

 
 Salvation by Faith Is Revealed in the Incarnation, Crucifixion, and Resurrection of Jesus   (10:6-7) 
 

But the righteousness based on faith says, “Do not say in your heart, (Deut 9:4) 
 

“Do not say in your heart, after the LORD your God has thrust them out before you, ‘It is because of my righteousness that the LORD 
has brought me in to possess this land,’ whereas it is because of the wickedness of these nations that the LORD is driving them out 
before you. Not because of your righteousness or the uprightness of your heart are you going in to possess their land, but because of 
the wickedness of these nations the LORD your God is driving them out from before you, and that he may confirm the word that the 
LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. (Deut 9:4-5) 

 
‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) (Deut 30:12) 

 
For the LORD will again take delight in prospering you, as he took delight in your fathers, when you obey the voice of the LORD your 
God, to keep his commandments and his statutes that are written in this Book of the Law, when you turn to the LORD your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul. “For this commandment that I command you today is not too hard for you, neither is it far off. It is not 
in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will ascend to heaven for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ “(Deut 30:9b-12) 
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“or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).  (Deut 30:13) 
 

Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will go over the sea for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ 
(Deut 30:13) 
  

Salvation by Faith is Inward Belief (Heart) and Outward Confession (Mouth)  (10:8-10) 
 
 But what does it say?  

“The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); (Deut 
30:14) 
 
because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him 
from the dead, you will be saved.  
 
For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.  

 
   But the word is very near you. It is in your mouth and in your heart, so that you can do it. (Deut 30:14) 
 

Salvation by Faith is For Everyone  (10:11-13) 
 

For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” (Isaiah 28:16) 
For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all 
who call on him.  
For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”  (Joel 2:32) 

 
Joel 2:32 and Acts 2:21-24 

 And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ (Joel 2:32) 
 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and      
 wonders  and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know—  
 this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the     
 hands of lawless men.  
 God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. (Acts 2:21-24) 

 
Salvation by Faith is By Evangelism  (10:14-15) 
 

How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed?       
And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?        
And how are they to hear without someone preaching?             
And how are they to preach unless they are sent?             
 As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” (Isaiah 52:7)       

 
For thus says the LORD: “You were sold for nothing, and you shall be redeemed without money.” For thus says the Lord GOD: “My 
people went down at the first into Egypt to sojourn there, and the Assyrian oppressed them for nothing. Now therefore what have I 
here,” declares the LORD, “seeing that my people are taken away for nothing? Their rulers wail,” declares the LORD, “and 
continually all the day my name is despised. Therefore my people shall know my name. Therefore in that day they shall know that it 
is I who speak; here I am.” 

 
• How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, 
• who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
• The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; together they sing for joy; 
• for eye to eye they see the return of the LORD to Zion. 
• Break forth together into singing, you waste places of Jerusalem, 
• for the LORD has comforted his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
• The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, 
• and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
• Depart, depart, go out from there; touch no unclean thing; 
• go out from the midst of her; purify yourselves, you who bear the vessels of the LORD. 
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• For you shall not go out in haste, and you shall not go in flight, 
• for the LORD will go before you, and the God of Israel will be your rear guard. 
• Behold, my servant shall act wisely; he shall be high and lifted up, and shall be exalted. 
• As many were astonished at you—his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance, and his form beyond that of 

the children of mankind— 
• so shall he sprinkle many nations. Kings shall shut their mouths because of him, 
• for that which has not been told them they see, and that which they have not heard they understand. (Isaiah 52:3-15) 

 
A1)   WHY DID ISRAEL REJECT SALVATION BY FAITH?  (10:16-21) 
 
 Israel Didn’t Believe  (10:16-17) 
 

But they have not all obeyed the gospel.  
For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?” (Isaiah 53:1) 

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.  
 

Israel Did Not Believe in Jesus  
• Who has believed what he has heard from us?  And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
• For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root out of dry ground; 
• he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty that we should desire him. 
• He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 
• and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

 
• Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; 
• yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 
• But he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 
• upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 
• All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; 
• and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

 
• He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; 
• like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, so he opened not his mouth. 
• By oppression and judgment he was taken away; and as for his generation, who considered 
• that he was cut off out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people? 
• And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, 
• although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. 

 
• Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; he has put him to grief; 
• when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; 
• the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. 
• Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; 
• by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant,make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. 
• Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong, 
• because he poured out his soul to death and was numbered with the transgressors; 
• yet he bore the sin of many, and makes intercession for the transgressors. (Isaiah 53:1-12) 

 
 Israel Didn’t Hear  (10:18) 
 
  But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have, for 

“Their voice has gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world.” (Psalm 19:4) 
 

Israel Did Not Hear (Psalm 19) 
 The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 
 Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. 
 There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard. 
 Their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. 
 In them he has set a tent for the sun, which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber,and, like a strong man, runs its course 

with joy. 
 Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them, and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 
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 The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; 
 the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the simple; 
 the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; 
 the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes; 
 the fear of the Lord is clean, enduring forever; 
 the rules of the Lord are true, and righteous altogether. 
 More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; 
 sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb. 
 Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. 
 Who can discern his errors? Declare me innocent from hidden faults. 
 Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me! 
 Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great transgression. 
 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 

 
Israel Didn’t Understand   (10:19) 

 
  But I ask, did Israel not understand? First Moses says, 

“I will make you jealous of those who are not a nation; with a foolish nation I will make you angry.” (Deut  32:21) 
 

GOD TEACHES ISRAEL ABOUT GOD’S GRACE  (31:30-32:4) 
• Then Moses spoke the words of this song until they were finished, in the ears of all the assembly of Israel: 
• “Give ear, O heavens, and I will speak, and let the earth hear the words of my mouth. 
• May my teaching drop as the rain, my speech distill as the dew, 
• like gentle rain upon the tender grass, and like showers upon the herb. 
• For I will proclaim the name of the Lord; ascribe greatness to our God! 
• “The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice. 
• A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, just and upright is he. 

 
ISRAEL REBELS AGAINST GOD’S GRACE  (32:5-9) 

• They have dealt corruptly with him; they are no longer his children because they are blemished; they are a crooked and twisted 
generation. 

• Do you thus repay the Lord, you foolish and senseless people? 
• Is not he your father, who created you, who made you and established you? 
• Remember the days of old; consider the years of many generations; 
• ask your father, and he will show you, your elders, and they will tell you. 
• When the Most High gave to the nations their inheritance, when he divided mankind, 
• he fixed the borders of the peoples according to the number of the sons of God. 
• But the Lord's portion is his people, Jacob his allotted heritage. 

 
GOD SAVES ISRAEL BY GRACE  (32:10-14) 

• “He found him in a desert land, and in the howling waste of the wilderness; 
• he encircled him, he cared for him, he kept him as the apple of his eye. 
• Like an eagle that stirs up its nest, that flutters over its young, 
• spreading out its wings, catching them, bearing them on its pinions, 
• the Lord alone guided him, no foreign god was with him. 
• He made him ride on the high places of the land, and he ate the produce of the field, 
• and he suckled him with honey out of the rock, and oil out of the flinty rock. 
• Curds from the herd, and milk from the flock, with fat of lambs, 
• rams of Bashan and goats, with the very finest of the wheat— and you drank foaming wine made from the blood of the grape. 

 
ISRAEL REJECTS GOD’S SALVATION OF GRACE  (32:15-18) 

• “But Jeshurun grew fat, and kicked; you grew fat, stout, and sleek; 
• then he forsook God who made him and scoffed at the Rock of his salvation. 
• They stirred him to jealousy with strange gods; with abominations they provoked him to anger. 
• They sacrificed to demons that were no gods, to gods they had never known, 
• to new gods that had come recently, whom your fathers had never dreaded. 
• You were unmindful of the Rock that bore you, and you forgot the God who gave you birth. 
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GOD JUDGES ISRAEL TO SHOW GRACE TO THE GENTILES  (32:19-43) 
• “The Lord saw it and spurned them, because of the provocation of his sons and his daughters. 
• And he said, ‘I will hide my face from them; I will see what their end will be, 
• for they are a perverse generation, children in whom is no faithfulness. 
• They have made me jealous with what is no god; they have provoked me to anger with their idols. 
• So I will make them jealous with those who are no people; I will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation. 
• For a fire is kindled by my anger, and it burns to the depths of Sheol, 
• devours the earth and its increase, and sets on fire the foundations of the mountains.  (Deut 31:30-32:43) 

 
 Israel Was Stubborn  (10:20) 
 
  Then Isaiah is so bold as to say, 

  “I have been found by those who did not seek me; I have shown myself to those who did not ask for  
  me.” (Isaiah 65:1) 
  But of Israel he says, “All day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and contrary people.”   
  (Isaiah 65:2) 
 

Isaiah 65:1-12 
• I was ready to be sought by those who did not ask for me; I was ready to be found by those who did not seek me. 
• I said, “Here I am, here I am,” to a nation that was not called by my name. 
• I spread out my hands all the day to a rebellious people, 
• who walk in a way that is not good, following their own devices; 
• a people who provoke me to my face continually, 
• sacrificing in garden and making offerings on bricks; 
• who sit in tombs, and spend the night in secret places; 
• who eat pig's flesh, and broth of tainted meat is in their vessels; 
• who say, “Keep to yourself, do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.” 
• These are a smoke in my nostrils, a fire that burns all the day. 
• Behold, it is written before me “I will not keep silent, but I will repay; 
• I will indeed repay into their lap both your iniquities and your fathers' iniquities together, 
• says the Lord; 
• because they made offerings on the mountains and insulted me on the hills, 
• I will measure into their lap payment for their former deeds.”  (Isaiah 65:1-12) 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Eight Truths of the Gospel: The Righteous Shall Live by Faith 
John Stott 

              
               Romans    Old Testament 
 

1. Salvation is by faith in Christ     10:6-8    Deut. 30:12-20 
2. Salvation is promised to all who believe  10:11 / 10:13  Isaiah 28:16 / Joel 2:32 
3. Salvation is in need of evangelism    10:15    Isaiah 52:7 
4. Salvation is rejected by Israel     10:16    Isaiah 53:1 
5. Salvation is universal       10:18    Psalm 19:4 
6. Salvation is believed by the Gentiles   10:19    Deut. 32:21 
7. Salvation is initiated by grace     10:20    Isaiah 65:1 
8. Salvation is God’s heart for all     10:20    Isaiah 65:2  


