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Sanctification: Living Out The Unity of God’s Grace  
Romans 12:1-2 

 
 
Overview of Romans 1-11: Doxology of Justification by Faith    (Romans 11:33-36) 

 
1. The Depth of God’s Grace:  

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!  
 How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 
 
2. Our Indebtedness to God:  

“For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor?” (Isaiah 40:13) 
 “Or who has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?” (Job 35:7; 41:11) 
 
3. Our Dependency Upon God:  

For from him and through him and to him are all things.  
 
4. Our Worship to God:  

To him be glory forever. Amen. 
 

Overview of Romans 12-15: Seven Paths of Sanctification: The Unity of the Church   (Romans 12:1-15:13) 
 

1. Our Body and Mind:   Change Behavior and Thinking      12:1-2 
 

2. Our Ministry:    Serve Others With Spiritual Gifts     12:3-8 
 

3. Our Relationships:  Love One Another as the Body of Christ    12:9-21 
 

4. Our Government:   Humbly Submit         13:1-7 
 

5. Our Obligations:   Love One Another        13:8-10 
 

6. Our Future:    Prepare for the Future       13:11-14 
 

7. Our Opinions:   Welcome, Don’t Judge       14:1-15:13  
 

 
OUR BODY AND MIND: CHANGE OUR BEHAVIOR AND OUR THINKING 

Romans 12:1-2 
 
1. WHO IS THE AUDIENCE?   I appeal to you therefore, brothers,  
 
2. WHAT IS THE MOTIVATION? by the mercies of God,  
 
3. WHAT IS THE CHARGE?  to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 

       spiritual worship.  
 

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind,  
 
4. WHAT IS THE RESULT?  that by testing (to discern, to assess) you may discern what is the will of God,  

       what is good (profitable, not beautiful) 
       and acceptable (well-pleasing: God is pleased) 
       and perfect. (“That which has achieved or completed its goal) 
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1. WHO IS THE AUDIENCE?   I appeal to you therefore, brothers,  
 

• I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that I have often intended to come to you (but thus far have been prevented), in order that I 
may reap some harvest among you as well as among the rest of the Gentiles. I am under obligation both to Greeks and to barbarians, 
both to the wise and to the foolish. So I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. (Romans 1:13-15) 

• For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the 
Greek.  For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.” (Romans 1:16-
17) 

• but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and also the Greek. For God shows no partiality. (Romans 2:10) 
• What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, (Romans 

3:9) 
• Or is God the God of Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, since God is one—who will justify the 

circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith. (Romans 3:29-30) 
• Or do you not know, brothers—for I am speaking to those who know the law—that the law is binding on a person only as long as he lives? 

(Romans 7:1) 
• So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. (Romans 8:12) 
• Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry in order somehow to make my 

fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of them. (Romans 11:13-14) 
 
2. WHAT IS THE MOTIVATION? by the mercies of God,  
 

• What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no means! For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, 
and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.”  So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy. 
For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and that my name might 
be proclaimed in all the earth.” So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills. (Romans 9:14-18) 

 
• What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for 

destruction,  in order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory— even us 
whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles? (Romans 9:22-24) 

 
• For just as you were at one time disobedient to God but now have received mercy because of their disobedience, so they too have now 

been disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to you they also may now receive mercy. For God has consigned all to disobedience, 
that he may have mercy on all. (Romans 11:30-32) 

 
3. WHAT IS THE CHARGE?  to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 

       spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the  
       renewal of your mind,  
  

  The Living Sacrifice: The Two Trees in the Garden 
 

Be Transformed Do Not Be Conformed 
And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and 
there he put the man whom he had formed. And out of the 
ground the LORD God made to spring up every tree that is 
pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in 
the midst of the garden, and  

the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. (Genesis 
2:8-9) 

 
 
  

The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to 
work it and keep it. And the LORD God commanded the man, 
saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden,  

but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you 
shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall 
surely die.” (Genesis 2:15-17) 

 
 The Living Sacrifice: The Giving of the Law            Exodus 19:3-Numbers 10:10 

 
On the third new moon after the people of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that day they came into the wilderness of 
Sinai. They set out from Rephidim and came into the wilderness of Sinai, and they encamped in the wilderness. There Israel 
encamped before the mountain, while Moses went up to God. The LORD called to him out of the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall 
say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on 
eagles' wings and brought you to myself.  Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my 
treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine;  and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ 
These are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.” (Exodus 19:1-6) 
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 A) The Ten Commandments—And Holiness on Mt. Sinai        Exodus 19:3-20:21 
1. The beginnings as Israel arrives at Mt. Sinai 
2. Yahweh’s Glory on Sinai is like a Cloud and Fire 
3. Yahweh’s presence on Sinai sounds like trumpets 
4. Holiness is the theme 
5. Commandants about idolatry, misusing Yahweh’s name, Sabbath, honoring parents, murder, stealing, adultery, perjury, etc.   

 
 B) Civil Laws—Moral, Ethical, Purity             Exodus 20:22-24:11 

1. Focus on moral and ethical behavior 
2. Prohibition against bestiality and following the practices of Canaanites 
3. Prohibition against eating meat of animals torn by wild beasts 
4. Use of blood and fat in sacrifices and sprinkling blood for ritual cleansing 

 
  C)  Tabernacle Instructions; Sacrificial Altar           Exodus 24:12-34:28 

1. Instructions for the altar and for all sacrifices 
2. The Priests’ ordination prescribed 
3. Sin of Aaron and the golden calf 
4. Israel’s idolatrous, debauched sacrificing with drunkenness  

 
  D) CLIMAX: The Tabernacle is Built and Filled with Yahweh’s Glory      Exodus 34:29-40:38 

Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.   
And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it,  
and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. Throughout all their journeys,  
whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out.  
But if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not set out till the day that it was taken up.  
For the cloud of the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night,  
in the sight of all the house of Israel throughout all their journeys. (Exodus 40:34-38) 

 
 C1) Sacrificial Instructions; Sacrificial Altar            Leviticus 1-10 

1. Instructions for the sacrifices to be offered on the altar 
2. The Priests’ Ordination described 
3. Sins of Aaron’s sons—Nadab and Abihu 
4. Israel’s sacrificing to be dignified, monotheistic and with no drunkenness 

 
  B1) Purity Laws—Ritual, Moral, and Purity            Leviticus 11-18 

1. Moral and ethical behavior 
2. Prohibition against bestiality and following the practices of Canaanites 
3. Prohibition against eating meat of animal torn by wild beasts 
4.  Use of blood, fat in sacrifices and sprinkling blood for ritual cleansing 

 
  A1) Holiness Laws—Most of the Ten Commandments are Repeated     Leviticus 19:1-Numbers 10:10 

1. The ending at Israel departs from Mt. Sinai 
2. Yahweh’s glory on the tabernacle is like a cloud and a fire 
3. The Silver trumpets sound the orders from Yahweh’s tabernacle 
4. Holiness is the theme 
5. Commandments about idolatry, misusing Yahweh’s name, Sabbath, honoring parents, murder, stealing, adultery, perjury, 

etc.  
 

  The Living Sacrifice: Jesus’ Transfiguration  
 

And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. And he was 
transfigured before them, and his clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no one on earth could bleach them. And there 
appeared to them Elijah with Moses, and they were talking with Jesus. And Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good that we are here. Let 
us make three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.” For he did not know what to say, for they were terrified. And 
a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came out of the cloud, “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.” And suddenly, looking 
around, they no longer saw anyone with them but Jesus only. 
 
And as they were coming down the mountain, he charged them to tell no one what they had seen, until the Son of Man had risen 
from the dead. So they kept the matter to themselves, questioning what this rising from the dead might mean. And they asked him, 
“Why do the scribes say that first Elijah must come?” And he said to them, “Elijah does come first to restore all things. And how is it 
written of the Son of Man that he should suffer many things and be treated with contempt? But I tell you that Elijah has come, and 
they did to him whatever they pleased, as it is written of him.” (Mark 9:2-13) 
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 The Living Sacrifice: Prayer 
 

Do Not Be Conformed Be Transformed 
“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For 
they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street 
corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, 
they have received their reward. (Matthew 6:5) 

But when you pray, go into your room and shut the door 
and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father 
who sees in secret will reward you. (Matthew 6:6) 

 
“And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the 
Gentiles do, for they think that they will be heard for their 
many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what 
you need before you ask him. (Matthew 6:7-8) 

 

Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be 
your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For if you forgive others their 
trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but 
if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will 
your Father forgive your trespasses. (Matthew 5:9-15) 

 
  The Living Sacrifice: The Power of the Holy Spirit 

 
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your 
minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. When 
Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 
 
Put to death therefore what is earthly in you:  

sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.  
On account of these the wrath of God is coming.  
 In these you too once walked, when you were living in them.  

But now you must put them all away:  
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old 
self with its practices and  
 

have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. Here there is not Greek and Jew, 
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all. 
 
Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, 

compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against 
another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And above all these  

put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 
were called in one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all 
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. And whatever you do, in word or 
deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. (Galatians 3:1-17) 

 
4. WHAT IS THE RESULT?  that by testing you may discern what is the will of God,   

(“to determine the identity of something through evaluation, distinguish, discover, ascertain” 
what is good    

(“benevolent, profitable, useful, good character, disposition, quality of”) 
      and acceptable             

(“well-pleasing”) 
      and perfect.              

(“finished, describing that which has achieved or reached its goal, objective, 
purpose…perfected, proficient, full-grown, mature”)  

 
TESTING/DISCERN:   And God saw everything that he had made,  
GOOD, ACCEPTABLE:  and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.   
PERFECT:    Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them.   
 

And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his 
work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his 
work that he had done in creation. (Genesis 1:31-2:3) 


