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OUR OPINIONS: Welcome, Don’t Judge 
Romans 14:1-13a / July 13, 2019 

 
 
 
THE STRONG IN THE FAITH SHOULD WELCOME, NOT JUDGE, THE WEAK IN THE FAITH  (14:1) 

 
As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions.  

 
Welcoming  vs  Quarreling 

 LEVI vs PHARISEES 
And Levi made him a great feast in his house, and there was a large company of tax collectors and others reclining at table with them. 
And the Pharisees and their scribes grumbled at his disciples, saying, “Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?” And 
Jesus answered them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.  I have not come to call the righteous but 
sinners to repentance.” (Luke 5:27-32) 

 
 DISCIPLES vs PHARISEES  

And they said to him, “The disciples of John fast often and offer prayers, and so do the disciples of the Pharisees, but yours eat and 
drink.” And Jesus said to them, “Can you make wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is with them? (Luke 5:33-34) 

 
 SINFUL WOMAN vs PHARISEE 

One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee's house and reclined at table. And behold, a woman of 
the city, who was a sinner, when she learned that he was reclining at table in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of 
ointment, and standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her 
head and kissed his feet and anointed them with the ointment.  Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, 
“If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what sort of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner.”  (Luke 
7:36-39) 

 
 THE LOWEST PLACE vs HONOR PLACE 

Now he told a parable to those who were invited, when he noticed how they chose the places of honor, saying to them, “When you are 
invited by someone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in a place of honor, lest someone more distinguished than you be invited by him, 
and he who invited you both will come and say to you, ‘Give your place to this person,’ and then you will begin with shame to take the 
lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that when your host comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, move 
up higher.’ Then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at table with you. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, 
and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” (Luke 14:10-11) 

 
 POOR vs FRIENDS 

He said also to the man who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or a banquet, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your 
relatives or rich neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and you be repaid. But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, 
the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.” (Luke 
14:12-14) 

 
 YOUNGER SON vs OLDER SON 

But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet.  And 
bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.’ And 
they began to celebrate. (Luke 15:22-24) 

 
But he was angry and refused to go in. His father came out and entreated him, but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have 
served you, and I never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends.  But when 
this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fattened calf for him!’ (Luke 15:28-30) 

 
 ZACCHAEUS vs PHARISEES 

And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house 
today.” So he hurried and came down and received him joyfully. And when they saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the 
guest of a man who is a sinner.” (Luke 19:1-10) 

 
 JESUS vs APOSTLES 

And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the apostles with him. And he said to them, “I have earnestly desired to eat this 
Passover with you before I suffer.  
A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as the greatest. (Luke 22:14-15,24) 
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HOW? 
 

1)  The Weak and the Strong are Both Welcomed by God  (2-3) 
 

A)   One person believes he may eat anything,     
B)    while the weak person eats only vegetables.   
A1)   Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains,   
B1)     and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats,  
C)     for God has welcomed him. 

 
To Eat or Not To Eat 

Therefore,  as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “an idol has no real existence,” and that “there is no God but one.”  
For    although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as indeed there are many “gods” and many “lords”— yet for  
   us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through   
   whom are all things and through whom we exist. 
However,  not all possess this knowledge.  
But    some, through former association with idols, eat food as really offered to an idol, and their conscience, being weak, is   
   defiled. Food will not commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do.  
But    take care that this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak.  
For    if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol's temple, will he not be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to  
   eat food offered to idols?  
And    so by your knowledge this weak person is destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died.  
Thus,   sinning against your brothers and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ.  
Therefore,  if food makes my brother stumble, I will never eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble. (I Corinthians 8:4-13) 

 
2) The Weak and the Strong Both Serve the Same Lord (4-9) 

 
A)  Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another?  
B)   It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to  
   make him stand.  
 
A)      One person esteems one day as better than another,  

  B)      while another esteems all days alike.  
  C)       Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind.  

 
A)      The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord.  
A1)   The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while  
A2)  the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God.  
 
A)      For none of us lives to himself, and  
B)     none of us dies to himself.  
A1)  For if we live, we live to the Lord, and  
B1)     if we die, we die to the Lord.  
A2)    So then, whether we live or  
B2)     whether we die,  
C)      we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of  
        the dead and of the living. 
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Lord of the Sabbath 
At that time Jesus went through the grainfields on the Sabbath. His disciples were hungry, and they began to pluck heads of grain 
and to eat. But when the Pharisees saw it, they said to him, “Look, your disciples are doing what is not lawful to do on the Sabbath.” 
He said to them, “Have you not read what David did when he was hungry, and those who were with him: how he entered the house 
of God and ate the bread of the Presence, which it was not lawful for him to eat nor for those who were with him, but only for the 
priests? Or have you not read in the Law how on the Sabbath the priests in the temple profane the Sabbath and are guiltless?  I tell 
you, something greater than the temple is here. And if you had known what this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice,’ you 
would not have condemned the guiltless. For the Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath.” (Matthew 12:1-8) 

 
He went on from there and entered their synagogue. And a man was there with a withered hand. And they asked him, “Is it lawful 
to heal on the Sabbath?”—so that they might accuse him. He said to them, “Which one of you who has a sheep, if it falls into a pit 
on the Sabbath, will not take hold of it and lift it out? Of how much more value is a man than a sheep! So it is lawful to do good on 
the Sabbath.” Then he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” And the man stretched it out, and it was restored, healthy like the 
other. But the Pharisees went out and conspired against him, how to destroy him. (Matthew 12:9-14) 

 
3) The Strong and the Weak Are Brothers (10a) 

 
Why do you pass judgment on your brother?  
Or you, why do you despise your brother?  

 
4) The Strong and the Weak Will Both Stand Before God’s Judgment Seat (14:10b-13a) 

 
For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; for it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee 
 shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” (Isaiah 45:23) 
So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 
Therefore let us not pass judgment on one another any longer,  
 
 

Tolerance and Standards: The Example of Circumcision 
 

 Standard:  
But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of 
Moses, you cannot be saved.” And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and 
some of the others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question. So, being sent on their 
way by the church, they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought 
great joy to all the brothers. When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and the elders, and 
they declared all that God had done with them. But some believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, “It 
is necessary to circumcise them and to order them to keep the law of Moses.” 
 
The apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider this matter. And after there had been much debate, Peter stood up 
and said to them, “Brothers, you know that in the early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should 
hear the word of the gospel and believe. And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, by giving them the Holy Spirit just as 
he did to us, and he made no distinction between us and them, having cleansed their hearts by faith. Now, therefore, why are you 
putting God to the test by placing a yoke on the neck of the disciples that neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear? But we 
believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.” (Acts 15:1-10) 

 
 Tolerance: 

Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. A disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but his 
father was a Greek. He was well spoken of by the brothers at Lystra and Iconium. Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him, and he 
took him and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in those places, for they all knew that his father was a Greek. As they 
went on their way through the cities, they delivered to them for observance the decisions that had been reached by the apostles 
and elders who were in Jerusalem. So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and they increased in numbers daily. (Acts 16:1-
5) 

 
 


