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GOD’S MINISTRY OF THE GOSPEL: THE WORK OF THE APOSTLE PAUL 
Romans 15:14-33 / July 27, 2019 

 
PURPOSE OF GOD’S MINISTRY FOR PAUL 

 
1. APOSTOLIC MINISTRY  (15:14-15) 

 I myself am satisfied about you, my brothers, that you yourselves are  
• full of goodness,  
• filled with all knowledge and  
• able to instruct one another.  

 But on some points I have written to you very boldly by way of reminder, because of the grace given me 
 by  God  

 
Apostolic Ministry 

For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles—assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of 
God's grace that was given to me for you, how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. When 
you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to the sons of men in other 
generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow 
heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 
Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace, which was given me by the working of his power. To me, 
though I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to 
bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, so that through the church 
the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was according to 
the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our 
faith in him. So I ask you not to lose heart over what I am suffering for you, which is your glory. (Ephesians 3:1-13) 

 
2. PRIESTLY MINISTRY  (15:16-17) 

 to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles  
• in the priestly service of the gospel of God,  
• so that the offering of the Gentiles  
• may be acceptable,  
• sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  

 In Christ Jesus, then, I have reason to be proud of my work for God.  
 

“For I know their works and their thoughts, and the time is coming to gather all nations and tongues. And they shall come and shall 
see my glory,  and I will set a sign among them. And from them I will send survivors to the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, who 
draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the coastlands far away, that have not heard my fame or seen my glory. And they shall declare 
my glory among the nations.  And they shall bring all your brothers from all the nations as an offering to the LORD, on horses and 
in chariots and in litters and on mules and on dromedaries, to my holy mountain Jerusalem, says the LORD, just as the Israelites 
bring their grain offering in a clean vessel to the house of the LORD. And some of them also I will take for priests and for Levites, says 
the LORD.  (Isaiah 66:18-21) 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession,  
that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. Once you were not a people, 
but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. (I Peter 2:9-10) 

 
3. POWERFUL MINISTRY  (15:18-19a) 

 For I will not venture to speak of anything except  
• what Christ has accomplished through me  
• to bring the Gentiles to obedience— 
• by word and deed,  
• by the power of signs and wonders,  
• by the power of the Spirit of God— 
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Paul’s Powerful Ministry 
But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children 
of Israel. For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” (Acts 9:15-16) 
 
Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen 
a lifelong friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for 
me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.” Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and 
sent them off. (Acts 13:1-3) 
 
So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus. When they arrived at 
Salamis, they proclaimed the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews. And they had John to assist them. When they had gone 
through the whole island as far as Paphos, they came upon a certain magician, a Jewish false prophet named Bar-Jesus. He was with 
the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, a man of intelligence, who summoned Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word of God. But 
Elymas the magician (for that is the meaning of his name) opposed them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith. But 
Saul, who was also called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, looked intently at him and said, “You son of the devil, you enemy of all 
righteousness, full of all deceit and villainy, will you not stop making crooked the straight paths of the Lord? And now, behold, the 
hand of the Lord is upon you, and you will be blind and unable to see the sun for a time.” Immediately mist and darkness fell upon 
him, and he went about seeking people to lead him by the hand. Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what had occurred, for 
he was astonished at the teaching of the Lord. (Acts 13:4-12) 

 
4. PIONEER MINISTRY  (15:19b-22) 

• so that from Jerusalem and all the way around to Illyricum I have fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of 
Christ;   

• and thus I make it my ambition to preach the gospel, not where Christ has already been named, lest I 
build on someone else's foundation, but as it is written, 

• “Those who have never been told of him will see, and those who have never heard will understand.” 
(Isaiah 52:15) 

• This is the reason why I have so often been hindered from coming to you.  
 

Isaiah 52:7-15 
• How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, 
• who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
• The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice; together they sing for joy; 
• for eye to eye they see the return of the Lord to Zion. 
• Break forth together into singing, you waste places of Jerusalem, 
• for the Lord has comforted his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
• The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, 
• and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
• Depart, depart, go out from there; touch no unclean thing; 
• go out from the midst of her; purify yourselves, you who bear the vessels of the Lord. 
• For you shall not go out in haste, and you shall not go in flight, 
• for the Lord will go before you, and the God of Israel will be your rear guard. 
• Behold, my servant shall act wisely; he shall be high and lifted up, and shall be exalted. 
• As many were astonished at you— his appearance was so marred, beyond human semblance, and his form beyond that of 

the children of mankind— 
• so shall he sprinkle many nations.  Kings shall shut their mouths because of him, 
• for that which has not been told them they see, and that which they have not heard they understand. (Isaiah 52:7-15) 

 
Paul’s Ministry From His Conversion to the Writing of the Book of Romans 

 
Conversion First Mission Second Mission Third Mission 

Damascus 
Jerusalem 
 
 
 

Antioch, Seleucia, 
Salamis, Paphos, Perga, 
Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, 
Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, 
Antioch, Perga, Attalia, 
Antioch 

Antioch, Derbe, Lystra, Troas, 
Samothrace, Neapolis, Philippi, 
Amphipolis, Apollonia, Thessalonica, 
Berea, Athens, Cornth, Cenchreae, 
Ephesus, Caesarea, Jerusalem, 
Antioch  

Antioch, Ephesus, Corinth (Writing of the book 
of Romans) 
 
(After Writing Romans)   Philippi, Troas, Assos, 
Mitylene, Chios, Samos, Miletus, Cos, Rhodes, 
Patara, Tyre, Ptolemais, Caesarea, Jerusalem 

Acts 9:1-31 Acts 13:1-14:28 Acts 15:35-18:22 Acts 18:22-21:17 
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PLAN OF GOD’S MINISTRY FOR PAUL 
 
1. VISIT ROME (15:23-24) 

• But now, since I no longer have any room for work in these regions, and  
• since I have longed for many years to come to you,  
• I hope to see you in passing as I go to Spain, and to be helped on my journey there by you, once I have 

enjoyed your company for a while.  
 

2. VISIT JERUSALEM  (15:25-27) 
• At present, however, I am going to Jerusalem bringing aid to the saints.  
• For Macedonia and Achaia have been pleased to make some contribution for the poor among the saints 

at Jerusalem.  
• For they were pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it to them. For if the Gentiles have come to share in 

their spiritual blessings, they ought also to be of service to them in material blessings.  
 

Timeline of Grace Giving 
• Jerusalem Church    30-33 AD   Acts 2:42-47; 4:32-37; 5:1-11; 6:1-6 
• Antioch Church   45-46 AD   Acts 11:25-30 
• Galatia Churches   46-47 AD   I Corinthians 16:1-4; Galatians 2:7-10 
• Macedonia Churches  49 AD   2 Corinthians 8:1-9; Philippians 4:14-20 
• Achaia Church (Corinth)  49-52 AD   I Corinthians 16:1-4; 2 Corinthians 8:10-15 
• Roman Church    56-57 AD   Romans 15:22-29 
• Jerusalem Church   57 AD   Acts 21:17-20 

 
3. VISIT SPAIN  (15:28-29) 

• When therefore I have 
completed this and have 
delivered to them what 
has been collected,  

• I will leave for Spain by 
way of you.  

• I know that when I 
come to you I will come 
in the fullness of the 
blessing of Christ. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
4. PRAYERS FOR THE VISITS  (15:30-33) 

I appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to strive together with me 
in your prayers to God on my behalf,  
• that I may be delivered from the unbelievers in Judea, and  
• that my service for Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints,  
• so that by God's will I may come to you with joy and be refreshed in your company.  

 May the God of peace be with you all. Amen. 


