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The Power of the Gospel: Diversity of Community 
Romans 16:1-27 / August 3 

 
GREET THE BROTHERS AND SISTERS (16:1-16) 
 

• I commend to you our sister Phoebe,  
a servant of the church at Cenchreae,  
that you may welcome her in the Lord in a way worthy of the saints, and  
help her in whatever she may need from you,  
for she has been a patron of many and of myself as well.  (16:1-2) 

 
Deacons likewise must be men of dignity, not double-tongued, or addicted to much wine or fond of sordid gain, but holding to the 
mystery of the faith with a clear conscience. These men must also first be tested; then let them serve as deacons if they are beyond 
reproach. Women must likewise be dignified, not malicious gossips, but temperate, faithful in all things. Deacons must be husbands of 
only one wife, and good managers of their children and their own households. For those who have served well as deacons obtain for 
themselves a high standing and great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus. (I Timothy 3:8-13) 

 
• Greet Prisca and Aquila,  

my fellow workers in Christ Jesus,  
who risked their necks for my life, to whom not only I give thanks but all the churches of the Gentiles 
give thanks as well.   
Greet also the church in their house.  

 
Prisca and Aquila in Corinth with Paul 

After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. And he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, recently come from Italy with 
his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. And he went to see them, and because he was of the 
same trade he stayed with them and worked, for they were tentmakers by trade. And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, 
and tried to persuade Jews and Greeks. (Acts 18:1-4) 
 

Prsica and Aquila in Ephesus with Paul 
After this, Paul stayed many days longer and then took leave of the brothers and set sail for Syria, and with him Priscilla and Aquila. 
At Cenchreae he had cut his hair, for he was under a vow. And they came to Ephesus, and he left them there, but he himself went 
into the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews. (Acts 18:18-19) 
 

Prisca and Aquila in Ephesus with Apollos 
Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was an eloquent man, competent in the Scriptures. He had 
been instructed in the way of the Lord. And being fervent in spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things concerning Jesus, 
though he knew only the baptism of John. He began to speak boldly in the synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they 
took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately. And when he wished to cross to Achaia, the brothers 
encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him. When he arrived, he greatly helped those who through grace had 
believed, for he powerfully refuted the Jews in public, showing by the Scriptures that the Christ was Jesus. (Acts 18:24-28) 

 
Prisca and Aquila in Ephesus with their house church 

The churches of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Prisca, together with the church in their house, send you hearty greetings in the 
Lord. All the brothers send you greetings. Greet one another with a holy kiss. (I Corinthians 16:19) 
Greet Prisca and Aquila, and the household of Onesiphorus. (2 Timothy 4:19) 
 

• Greet my beloved Epaenetus,  
who was the first convert to Christ in Asia. (16:5) 

• Greet Mary,  
who has worked hard for you. (16:6)  

• Greet Andronicus  (Latin) and Junia  (Greek),  
my kinsmen and  
my fellow prisoners.  
They are well known to the apostles, and  
they were in Christ before me. (16:7)  
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• Greet Ampliatus, (Latin) 
my beloved in the Lord. (16:8) 

• Greet Urbanus, (Latin) 
our fellow worker in Christ, and (16:9a) 

• my beloved Stachys. (16:9b) 
• Greet Apelles,  

who is approved in Christ. (16:10a) 
• Greet those who belong to the family of Aristobulus. (Grandson of Herod the Great) (16:10b) 
• Greet my kinsman Herodion. (Jewish) (16:11a) 
• Greet those in the Lord who belong to the family of Narcissus.  (Wealthy Roman)  (16:11b) 
• Greet those workers in the Lord, Tryphaena and Tryphosa. (Sisters) (16:12a)    
• Greet the beloved Persis,  

who has worked hard in the Lord.  (Persian woman) (16:12b)    
• Greet Rufus,  

chosen in the Lord;  (Son of Simons, carried the cross of Jesus) (16:13a/ Mark 15:21) 
• also his mother,  

who has been a mother to me as well. (16:13b)     
• Greet Asyncritus,  
• Phlegon,  
• Hermes, (Slave name) 
• Patrobas,  
• Hermas, and the brothers who are with them. (16:14)  
• Greet Philologus, (Slave name) 
• Julia,             
• Nereus and  
• his sister, and            
• Olympas, and all the saints who are with them. (16:15) 

  
Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the churches of Christ greet you. (16:16) 

 
 WARNING TO THE BROTHERS AND SISTERS (16:17-23) 

• I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the 
doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them.  

• For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they 
deceive the hearts of the naive.  

• For your obedience is known to all, so that I rejoice over you, but I want you to be wise as to what is good 
and innocent as to what is evil. The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our 
Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

 
WELCOME FROM THE BROTHERS AND SISTERS  (16:21-24) 

• Timothy,  
my fellow worker, greets you; (Acts 17-18; Phil 2:19-22; I Cor 4:17; 16:10)) 

• so do Lucius and (Acts 13:1) 
• Jason and (Acts 17:9) 
• Sosipater, my kinsmen. (16:21/ Acts 20:4) 
• I Tertius, who wrote this letter, greet you in the Lord. (16:22) 
• Gaius,  

who is host to me and to the whole church, greets you. (16:23/ I Corinthians 1:14)) 
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• Erastus, the city treasurer, and  (Acts 19:22) 
• our brother Quartus, greet you. (16:24) 

 
DOXOLOGY (16:25-27) 

Now to him who is able to strengthen you  
• according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ,  
• according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages but has now been 

disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations,  
• according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith—  

to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 
 
 
 

Women Phoebe, Prisca, Mary, Junia, Tryphaena, Tryphosa, Persis, Rufus’ mother, Julia, Nereus’ 
sister 

Married Couples Prisca and Aquila, Andronicus and Junia 
Slaves Ampliatus, Urbanus, Hermes, Philologus, Julia 
African Rufus, his mother, Lucius 
Jewish Prisca, Aquila, Andronicus, Junia, Herodion, Jason 
Missionary Andronicus and Junia, Prisca and Aquila, Phoebe 
Wealthy  Aristobulus, Narcissus 
Bi-racial Timothy (Greek and Jewish) 
Family Members Tryphaena and Tryphosa, Rufus and mother, Nereus and sister, Narcissus’ family, 

Aristobulus’ family 
Men Aquila, Epaenetus, Andronicus, Ampliatus, Urbanus, Stachys, Apelles, Aristobulus, 

Herodion, Narcissus, Rufus, Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas, Hermas, Philologus, 
Nereus, Olympas 

Descriptions Deacon, fellow workers, first convert in Asia, worked hard, prisoner, apostles, beloved, 
approved, kinsman, workers in the Lord, chosen, motherly, saints 

 


