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The Wrath of God Revealed Upon the “Moralist” 
Romans 2:1-16 

 
God’s Moral Character?   Elizabeth Anderson “If God is Dead, Is Everything Permitted?” 

 
What God Does 

1. God punishes all mothers by condemning them to painful childbirth for Eve’s sin Gen 3:16-18 

2. God punishes all human beings by condemning them to labor for Adam’s sin Gen 3:16-18 

3. God regrets His creation, and in a fit of pique, commits genocide and ecocide by flooding the earth Gen 6:7 

4. God hardens Pharaoh’s heart against freeing the Israelites Ex 7:3 

5. God provides the occasion for visiting plagues upon the Egyptians, had no part in Pharaoh’s decision Ex 7:3 

6. God kills all the firstborn sons, even of slave girls who had no part in oppressing the Israelites Ex 11:5 

7. Go punished the children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren of those who worship any other god Ex 20:3-5 

8. God sets a plague upon the Israelites, killing 24,000, because some of them had sex with the Ball-worshiping Midianities Num 25:1-9 

9. God lays a three-year famine on David’s people for Saul’s slaughter of the Gibeonites 2 Sam 21:1 

10. God orders David to take a census of his men, and sends a plague on Israel, killing 70,000 for David’s sin in taking the census 2 Sam 24:10-15 

11. God sends two bears out of the woods to tear 42 children to pieces, because they called the prophets Elisha a bald head 2 Kings 2:23-24 

12. God condemns the Samarians, their children will be dashed to the ground, their pregnant women ripped open Hosea 13:16 

What God Commands Humans to Do 
1. Put to death adulterers Lev 20:10 

2. Put to death homosexuals Lev 20:13 

3. Put to death people who work on the Sabbath Ex 35:2 

4. Cast into exile people who eat blood Lev 7:27 

5. Cast into exile people with skin diseases Lev 13:46 

6. Cast into exile people who have sex with their wives during menstruation Lev 20:18 

7. Stone blasphemers Lev 24:16 

8. Commit ethnic cleansing Ex 34:11-14 

9. Commit genocide against numerous cities and tribes Num 21:2-3 

10. Commit genocide against the land of Bashan Num 21:33-35 

11. Commit genocide against the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites, Jebusites Josh 1-12 

12. Show victims no mercy Deut 7:2 

13. Engage in the wholesale theft of the land of Israel Josh 1:1-6 

14. Engage in the wholesale theft of their property Deut 20:14 

15. Exterminate the 12th tribe, Benjamin, because a few of them raped and killed a Levite’s concubine. Judg 20:21,25,35 

What Jesus Commands 
1. Hate your family members Matt 10:35-37 

2. Promises salvation to those who abandon their wives and children for Him Matt 19:29 

3. Disciples must hate their parents, siblings, wives, and children Luke 14:26 

4. Children must be killed who curse their parents Matt 15:4-7 

5. Wives must obey their husbands as gods Eph 5:22-24 

God’s Final Judgment 
1. Cities will be destroyed who do not accept Jesus Matt 10:14-15 

2. The earth will be destroyed with fire to destroy unbelievers 2 Pet 3:7,10 

3. One fourth of the earth will be destroyed by sword, famine and plague and beasts Rev 6:8 

4. One third of the earth will be burned up Rev 8:7 

5. One third of the earth will be poisoned by its water Rev 8:10-11 

6. One third of humanity will be destroyed by plagues of fire, smoke and sulfur Rev 9:13,17-18 

7. Plagues will visit the earth by two witnesses Rev 11:6 

8. Deaths by earthquakes Rev 11:13 

9. Seven bowls of God’s wrath will be poured out as plagues, sores, rivers of blood, fire, darkness Rev 16:2-10 

10. Eternal damnation for unbelievers Matt 7:13-14 

11. Eternal damnation of fire Matt 13:42 

God’s Judgment Upon Jesus Christ 
“The core religious teaching of Christianity takes Jesus to be a scapegoat for humanity. The practice of scapegoating contradicts the whole moral principle of personal 
responsibility. It also contradicts any moral idea of God. If God is merciful and loving, why doesn’t He forgive humanity for its sins straightaway, rather than 
demanding His 150 pounds of flesh, in the form of His own son? How could any loving father do that to his son?” (339) 

CONCLUSION 
“I find it hard to resist the conclusion that the God of the Bible is cruel and unjust and commands and permits us to be cruel and unjust to others. Here are religious 
doctrines that on their face claim that it is all right to mercilessly punish people for the wrongs of others and for blameless error, that license or even command 
murder, plunder, rape, torture, slavery, ethnic cleansing, and genocide. We know such actions are wrong. So we should reject the doctrines that represent them as 
right.” (339) 
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GOD’S JUDGMENT IS INESCAPABLE (2:1-5) 
 

A) Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every one of you who judges. For in passing judgment on another 
you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the very same things.  

 
 B) We know that the judgment of God rightly falls on those who practice such things.  

 
  C) Do you suppose, O man—you who judge those who practice such things and yet do them yourself— 
  that you will escape the judgment of God?  

   
 C1) Or do you presume on the riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that 
 God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?  
 

 B1) But because of your hard and impenitent heart  
 

A1) you are storing up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous judgment will be revealed. 
 
GOD’S JUDGMENT IS RIGHTEOUS (2:6-11) 
 

A) He will render to each one according to his works   
 

B) to those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life;  
 

C) but for those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be 
wrath and fury.  

 
C1) There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil, the Jew first and also the 
Greek,  

 
B1) but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does good, the Jew first and also the Greek.  
 

A1) For God shows no partiality. 
 
GOD’S JUDGMENT IS IMPARTIAL (2:12-16) 
 

A) For all who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law, and  
 

B) all who have sinned under the law will be judged by the law.  
 
 C) For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before God,  

 
C1) but the doers of the law who will be justified.  

 
 B1) For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a law to 
 themselves, even though they do not have the law.  

 
A1) They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and 
their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges 
the secrets of men by Christ Jesus. 
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The Law Written on their Hearts: Evidence from Anthropology  
 
C. S. Lewis: 
  

“These then, are the two points I wanted to make. First, that human beings, all over the earth, have the curious idea that they 
ought to behave in a certain way, and cannot really get rid of it. Secondly, that they do not in fact behave in that way. They 
know the Law of Nature; they break it. These two facts are the foundation of all clear thinking about ourselves and the universe 
we live in.” (C.S.Lewis. Mere Christianity. 8) 

 
Clyde Kluckhohn:   (1905-1960; American professor of anthropology at Harvard)  
 

“Every culture has a concept of murder, distinguishing this from execution, killing war, and other ‘justifiable homicides.’ The 
notions of incest and other regulations upon sexual behavior, the prohibitions upon untruth under defined circumstances, of 
restitution and reciprocity, of mutual obligations between parties and children—these and many other moral concepts are 
altogether universal.” (“Ethical Relativity: Sic et Non” Journal of Philosophy 52 (1955): 672.  

 
James Emery White:  
 

“According to a major study coming out of Oxford University, everyone everywhere shares seven universal moral rules. In fact, 
all societies are held together by these seven rules: 1) Help your family 2) Help your group 3) Return favors 4) Be brave 5) Defer 
to superiors 6) Divide resources fairly 7) Respect the property of others. ‘These seven moral rules appear to be universal across 
cultures,’ notes Dr. Oliver Scott Curry, lead author and senior researcher at the Institute for Cognitive and Evolutionary 
Anthropology at Oxford.”       “Another Reason to Believe” Church and Culture (2019) www.churchandculture.org 

 
Nihilism: No Morality  

 
Max Stirner (1806-1856; German philosopher—nihilist)  
 

“I secure my freedom with regard to the world in the degree that I make the world my own…by whatever might, but that of 
persuasion, or petition, of categorical demand, yes even by hypocrisy, cheating, etc; for the means that I use for it are 
determined by what I am.”    The Ego and Its Own (1963) 185.  

 
“What I can get by force I get by force, and what I do not get by force I have no right to” (210) 
“But I am entitled by myself to murder if I myself do not forbid it to myself if I myself do not fear murder as a ‘wrong’” (190) 

 
Atheistic Moral Realism: Morality Yes; God No 

 
Douglas Groothuis: (Ph.D. philosophy, University of Oregon) 
 

“ The atheist resists both nihilism and theism. This atheist argues that some things are morally despicable (rape) and other 
things are morally admirable (love). These are moral facts that cannot be reduced to contingent evaluations of individuals or 
societies. Thus, they are not reducible to any material properties, such as those addressed in biology. However, the atheist does 
not place these moral facts in God as the evaluator-in-chief. We know rape is wrong not because a God disallows it but simply 
because it hurts someone. That is sufficient. He sees no need to bring God into it, especially since he finds other reasons to 
disbelieve in God.”      Christian Apologetics: a Comprehensive Case for Biblical Faith:  “The Moral Argument for God” (2011) 357 

 
Bertrand Russell (1872-1970; British philosopher, logician, and social reformer) 
 

“That Man is the product of causes which had no prevision of the end they were achieving; that his origin, his growth, his hopes 
and fears, his loves and his beliefs, are but the outcome of accidental collocation of atoms; that no fire, no heroism, no intensity 
of thought and feeling, can preserve an individual life beyond the grave. (“A Free Man’s Worship” Why I Am Not a Christian and 
Other Essays on Religion and Related Subjects.  (1957) 107. 

 
The human herd, “being anxious that the individual should act in its interests, had invented various devices for causing the 
individual’s interest to be in harmony with the herd. One of these is…morality.” (125) 

 
 

http://www.churchandculture.org/
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Michael Ruse (1940-- ;Professor and Director of the History and Philosophy of Science Program; Florida State University)  
 

“Morality is a biological adaptation no less are hands and feet and teeth…considered as a rationally justifiable set of claims 
about an objective something, ethics is illusory. I appreciate that when somebody says ‘Love thy neighbor as thyself,’ they think 
they are referring above and beyond themselves…Nevertheless, such reference is truly without foundation. Morality is just an 
aid to survival and reproduction and has no being beyond or without this. (“Evolutionary Theory and Christian Ethics” The 
Darwinian Paradigm (1989) 262, 269. 

 
Arthur Leff    (1935-1981; Professor of law at Yale) 

 
“All I can say is this: it looks as if we are all we have. Given what we know about ourselves and each other, this is an 
extraordinarily unappetizing prospect; looking around the world, it appears that if all men are brothers the ruling model is Cain 
and Abel. Neither reason, nor love, nor even terror, seems to have worked to make us ‘good,’ and worse than that, there is no 
reason why anything should. As things now stand, everything is up for grabs.”  

 
Nevertheless: Napalming babies is bad. Starving the poor is wicked. Buying and selling each other is depraved. Those who stood 
up and died resisting Hitler, Stalin, Amin and Pol Pot and General Custer too—have earned salvation. Those who acquiesced 
deserve to be damned. There is in the world such a thing as evil! [All together now]: Sez who? God help us. (“Unspeakable 
Ethics, Unnatural Law” Duke Law Journal (1979) 1249. 

 
Elizabeth Anderson   (1959-- ; Professor of Philosophy and Women’s Studies; University of Michigan) 

 
“Every society, whether or not it was founded in theism, has acknowledged the basic principles of morality, excluding religious 
observance, which are laid down in the Ten commandments. Every stable society punishes murder, theft, and bearing false 
witness; teaches children to honor their parents; and condemns envy of one’s neighbor’s possessions, at least when such envy 
leads one to treat one’s neighbors badly. People figured out these rules long before they were exposed to any of the major 
monotheistic religions. This fact suggests that moral knowledge springs not from revelation but from people’s experiences in 
living together, in which they have learned that they must adjust their own conduct in light of others’ claims.   The Portable 
Atheist: Essential Readings for the Nonbeliever.  “If God is Dead, Is Everything Permitted?” (2007) 334. 

 
“The authority of moral rules lies not with god, but with each of us. We each have moral authority with respect to one another. 
This authority is, of course, not absolute. No one has the authority to order anyone else to blind obedience. Rather, each of us 
has the authority to make claims on others, to call upon people to heed our interests and concerns.”   (346) 

 
“Moral rules spring from our practices of reciprocal claim making, in which we work out together the kinds of considerations 
that count as reasons that all of us must heed, and thereby devise rules for living together peacefully and cooperatively, on a 
basis of mutual accountability.” (346-347) 

 
Morality of the Conscience: The Truth and Purpose of Romans 1:1-16 

 
C.S. Lewis:  
 

“If ‘good’ or ‘better’ are terms deriving their sole meaning from the ideology of each person, then of course ideologies 
themselves cannot be better or worse than each other. Unless the measuring rod is independent of the things measured, we 
can do no measuring. For the same reason it is useless to compare the moral ideas of one age with those of another: progress 
and decadence are alike meaningless words.” (Christian Reflections (1967): 73.  

 
“It is after you have realized that there is a Moral Law and a Power behind the law, and that you have broken that law and put 
yourself wrong with that Power—it is after all this, and not a moment sooner, that Christianity begins to talk. (Mere Christianity 
(1943) 38-39. 


