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The Wrath of God Revealed Against the “Religious” 
Romans 2:17-3:8 

 
THE LAW OF GOD: The Rules of the Covenant   (2:17-20) 
 

1. You Call Yourself a Jew   But if you call yourself a Jew and   
 

Then he said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with men, and have prevailed.” 
(Genesis 32:28) 

 
2. You Rely on the Law    rely on the law and  

 
Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all 
the earth is mine; and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you shall speak to the people 
of Israel.” So Moses came and called the elders of the people and set before them all these words that the LORD had commanded him.  
All the people answered together and said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do.” And Moses reported the words of the people to 
the LORD. (Exodus 19:5-8) 

 
3. You Boast in the Law    boast in God and    

 
Thus says the LORD: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let not the rich man boast in 
his riches, but let him who boasts boast in this, that he understands and knows me, that I am the LORD who practices steadfast love, 
justice, and righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares the LORD.” (Jeremiah 9:23-24) 

 
4. You Know the Law    know his will and  

 
This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do 
according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. (Joshua 1:8) 

 
5. You Approve the Law    approve what is excellent, because  

 
“And when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, he shall write for himself in a book a copy of this law, approved by the Levitical priests. 
And it shall be with him, and he shall read in it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the LORD his God by keeping all the words 
of this law and these statutes, and doing them, that his heart may not be lifted up above his brothers, and that he may not turn aside 
from the commandment, either to the right hand or to the left, so that he may continue long in his kingdom, he and his children, in Israel. 
(Deut 17:18-20) 

 
6. You are taught the Law   you are instructed from the law; and  

 
The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there, that I may give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the 
commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” (Exodus 24:12) 

 
7. You instruct the Blind    if you are sure that you yourself are a guide to the blind,  

 
8. You Bring Light to the Darkness a light to those who are in  darkness,    

 
9. You Instruct the Foolish   an instructor of the foolish,  

 
10. You teach the Immature   a teacher of children,  

 
“I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a 
light for the nations, to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in 
darkness.  (Isaiah 42:6-7) 

 
They shall teach Jacob your rules and Israel your law; they shall put incense before you and whole burnt offerings on your altar. (Deut 
33:10) 
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11. You Embody the Law    having in the law the embodiment of knowledge and truth—  

 
LAW:  (24x)    Blessed are those whose way is blameless, who walk in the law of the LORD! (119:1) 
TESTIMONIES: ( 23x)  Blessed are those who keep his testimonies, who seek him with their whole heart, (119:2) 
PRECEPTS:  (21x)   You have commanded your precepts to be kept diligently. (119:4) 
COMMANDMENTS: (23x) Then I shall not be put to shame, having my eyes fixed on all your commandments. (119:6) 
RULES:   (17x)    I will praise you with an upright heart, when I learn your righteous rules. (119:7) 
WORD:   (29x)    I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you. (119:11) 
STATUTES  (20x)   Blessed are you, O LORD; teach me your statutes! (119:12) 
PROMISE:  (13x)   Let your steadfast love come to me, O LORD, your salvation according to your promise; (119:41) 

 
 
THE DISOBEDIENCE OF THE LAW OF GOD: Hypocrisy of the Covenant    (2:21-24) 
 

1. Teaching: you then who teach others, do you not teach yourself?  
 

2. Stealing: While you preach against stealing, do you steal?  
 

3. Adultery: You who say that one must not commit adultery, do you commit adultery?  
 

4. Idolatry:  You who abhor idols, do you rob temples?  
 

5. Boasting: You who boast in the law dishonor God by breaking the law.  
 

6. Hypocrisy: For, as it is written, “The name of  God is  blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you.” ( 
 

Jesus and the Hypocrisy of the Religious Leaders 
 
Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples,   
NEGATIVE:  

1. “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses' seat, so do and observe whatever they tell you, but not the works they do. For 
they preach, but do not practice.  

2. They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on people's shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to move them 
with their finger.  

3. They do all their deeds to be seen by others. For they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes long, and they love the 
place of honor at feasts and the best seats in the synagogues and greetings in the marketplaces and being called rabbi by 
others.  

 POSITIVE:  
1. But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all brothers.  
2. And call no man your father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in heaven.  
3. Neither be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Christ.  

   
THESIS:  

The greatest among you shall be your servant. Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be 
exalted. (Matthew 23:1-12) 

 
Now therefore what have I here,” declares the LORD, “seeing that my people are taken away for nothing? Their rulers wail,” declares the 
LORD, “and continually all the day my name is despised. (Isaiah 52:5) 
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CIRCUMCISION: THE SIGN AND THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE COVENANT   (2:25-29) 
 

The Significance:  For circumcision indeed is of value if you obey the law, 
 
The Sign:   but if you break the law, your circumcision becomes uncircumcision. 
 
The Significance:  So, if a man who is uncircumcised keeps the precepts of the law, will not his uncircumcision  
     be regarded as circumcision? Then he who is physically uncircumcised but keeps the law 
 
The Sign:   will condemn you who have the written code and circumcision but break the law.  
 
The Significance:  For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and    
     physical. But a Jew is one inwardly, 
 

and circumcision is a matter of the heart, 
 

by the Spirit, not by the letter. 
 
     His praise is not from man but from God.  
 

Circumcision of the Heart: The Patriarchs  
 

Now the LORD said to Abram,  
“Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I 
will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will 
curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 
 

1. So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him.  
2. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.  
3. And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother's son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they 

had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan.  
4. When they came to the land of Canaan, Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. 
5. At that time the Canaanites were in the land.  

 
Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.”  
 

1. So he built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him.  
2. From there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and  
3. pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east.  
4. And there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of the LORD.  
5. And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb. (Genesis 12:1-9) 

 
THE SIGN OF THE COVENANT 

 
When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him,  

“I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless, that I may make my covenant between me and you, and may multiply you 
greatly.”  (Genesis 17:1-2) 

 
And God said to Abraham,  

1. “As for you, you shall keep my covenant, you and your offspring after you throughout their generations.  
2. This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and you and your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be 

circumcised. You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskins, and  
3. it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and you.  
4. He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised.  
5. Every male throughout your generations, whether born in your house or bought with your money from any foreigner who is not of 

your offspring, both he who is born in your house and he who is bought with your money, shall surely be circumcised.  
6. So shall my covenant be in your flesh an everlasting covenant.  
7. Any uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall be cut off from his people; he has broken my 

covenant.” (Genesis 17:9-14) 
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Circumcision of the Heart: The Law 
 
“And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD your God,  

1. to walk in all his ways,  
2. to love him,  
3. to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, and  
4. to keep the commandments and statutes of the LORD, which I am commanding you today for your good?  

 
5. Behold, to the LORD your God belong heaven and the heaven of heavens, the earth with all that is in it. Yet the LORD set his heart in 

love on your fathers and chose their offspring after them, you above all peoples, as you are this day.  
6. Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no longer stubborn. For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of 

lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who is not partial and takes no bribe. He executes justice for the fatherless and 
the widow, and loves the sojourner, giving him food and clothing.  

7. Love the sojourner, therefore, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt.  
8. You shall fear the LORD your God.  
9. You shall serve him and  
10. hold fast to him, and  
11. by his name you shall swear.  

He is your praise. He is your God, who has done for you these great and terrifying things that your eyes have seen.  
Your fathers went down to Egypt seventy persons, and now the LORD your God has made you as numerous as the stars of heaven. (Deut 
34:12-22) 
 

Circumcision of the Heart: The Prophets 
 

“If you return, O Israel, declares the LORD, to me you should return. 
If you remove your detestable things from my presence, and do not waver, and 
if you swear, ‘As the LORD lives,’ in truth, in justice, and in righteousness, then nations shall bless themselves in him, and in him shall they 
glory.” 
 
For thus says the LORD to the men of Judah and Jerusalem:  
“Break up your fallow ground, and sow not among thorns. 
Circumcise yourselves to the LORD; remove the foreskin of your hearts, 
 
O men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem; lest my wrath go forth like fire, and burn with none to quench it, because of the evil of your 
deeds.” (Jeremiah 4:1-4) 

 
“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will punish all those who are circumcised merely in the flesh— Egypt, Judah, Edom, 
the sons of Ammon, Moab, and all who dwell in the desert who cut the corners of their hair, for all these nations are uncircumcised, and all 
the house of Israel are uncircumcised in heart.” (Jeremiah 9:23-26) 

 
Circumcision of the Heart: Jesus 

 
About the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the temple and began teaching.  
The Jews therefore marveled, saying, “How is it that this man has learning, when he has never studied?”  
So Jesus answered them, “My teaching is not mine, but his who sent me.  If anyone's will is to do God's will, he will know whether the teaching 
is from God or whether I am speaking on my own authority. The one who speaks on his own authority seeks his own glory; but the one who 
seeks the glory of him who sent him is true, and in him there is no falsehood.  Has not Moses given you the law? Yet none of you keeps the 
law. Why do you seek to kill me?”  
The crowd answered, “You have a demon! Who is seeking to kill you?”  
Jesus answered them, “I did one work, and you all marvel at it.  Moses gave you circumcision (not that it is from Moses, but from the fathers), 
and you circumcise a man on the Sabbath. If on the Sabbath a man receives circumcision, so that the law of Moses may not be broken, are you 
angry with me because on the Sabbath I made a man's whole body well? Do not judge by appearances, but judge with right judgment.” (John 
7:14-24) 

 
Circumcision of the Heart: The Church 

 
CHURCHES IN GALATIA:  

Look: I, Paul, say to you that if you accept circumcision, Christ will be of no advantage to you. I testify again to every man who accepts 
circumcision that he is obligated to keep the whole law. You are severed from Christ, you who would be justified by the law; you have 
fallen away from grace. For through the Spirit, by faith, we ourselves eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness. For in Christ Jesus 
neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything, but only faith working through love. (Galatians 5:2-6) 

 



 5 

CHURCH IN JERUSALEM: 
When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and the elders, and they declared all that God had 
done with them. But some believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, “It is necessary to circumcise them and 
to order them to keep the law of Moses.” (Acts 15:4-5) 
Now, therefore, why are you putting God to the test by placing a yoke on the neck of the disciples that neither our fathers nor we have 
been able to bear? But we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they will.” (Acts 15:10-11) 
James replied, “Brothers, listen to me. Simeon has related how God first visited the Gentiles, to take from them a people for his name. 
And with this the words of the prophets agree, just as it is written, 
“‘After this I will return, and I will rebuild the tent of David that has fallen; I will rebuild its ruins, and I will restore it, that the remnant of 
mankind may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who are called by my name, says the Lord, who makes these things known from of old.’ 
(Acts 15:13-18) 

 
CHURCH IN COLOSSI:  

For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority.  In him also 
you were circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 
having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the powerful working of God, who raised 
him from the dead. And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with 
him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, 
nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in him. (Colossians 
2:9-15) 

 
CHURCH IN PHILIPPI: 

Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who mutilate the flesh. For we are the circumcision, who worship by 
the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh— though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh 
also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, 
of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under 
the law, blameless.  

 
But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 
and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God that depends on faith— that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death, that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. (Philippians 3:2-11) 

 
CHURCH IN EPHESUS:  

Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is 
made in the flesh by hands— remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel 
and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.  
 
But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has 
made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in 
ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one 
body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who 
were near. For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are 
fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus 
himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord.  In him you also 
are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. (Ephesians 2:11-22) 
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OBJECTIONS: Why did God’s covenant require circumcision and the law?  (3:1-8) 
 

1. Then what advantage has the Jew? Or what is the value of circumcision? 
 

  Much in every way. To begin with, the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of God. 
 
2. What if some were unfaithful? Does their faithlessness nullify the faithfulness of God? 

 
By no means! Let God be true though every one were a liar, as it is written, “That you may be justified 
in your words, and prevail when you are judged.” 
 

3. But if our unrighteousness serves to show the righteousness of God, what shall we say? That God is 
unrighteous to inflict wrath on us? (I speak in a human way.) 

 
By no means! For then how could God judge the world?  
 

4. But if through my lie God's truth abounds to his glory, why am I still being condemned as a sinner? 
 
  And why not do evil that good may come?—as some people slanderously charge us with saying. 
 

Their condemnation is just. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


