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GOOD NEWS OF THE GOSPEL: God Comes to Us 
Romans 3:21-31 / March 16, 2019 

 
 
THE GOSPEL ANNOUNCED  (21-23) 
 

But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law,  
although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 
 

the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.  
 
THE GOSPEL EXPLAINED  (24-26) 
 
 JUSTIFICATION by Grace  For there is no distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  
        and are justified by his grace as a gift,  
 

And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Genesis 2:16-17) 
 
And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. 
And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks were split.  
The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, and coming out of the 
tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many.  
When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, 
they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!” (Matthew 27:50-54) 
 
 

REDEMPTION by Christ through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,  
 
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is written, “Cursed is everyone who is 
hanged on a tree”— so that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we might receive 
the promised Spirit through faith. (Galatians 3:13-14)  

 
 PROPITIATION by Faith whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith.  

 
The Day of Atonement  

NO ONE ALLOWED: The LORD spoke to Moses after the death of the two sons of Aaron, when they drew near before the LORD and died, 
and the LORD said to Moses, “Tell Aaron your brother not to come at any time into the Holy Place inside the veil, before the mercy seat 
that is on the ark, so that he may not die.  
 

THE HIGH PRIEST’S PROPITIATION FOR HIS OWN SINS 
For I will appear in the cloud over the mercy seat. But in this way Aaron shall come into the Holy Place:  
1. HE SHALL BRING A BULL AND A RAM OFFERING: with a bull from the herd for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt offering.  
2. HE SHALL WEAR A HOLY LINEN COAT: He shall put on the holy linen coat and shall have the linen undergarment on his body, and he 

shall tie the linen sash around his waist, and wear the linen turban; these are the holy garments.  
3. HE SHALL BATH IN WATER: He shall bathe his body in water and then put them on.  
4. HE SHALL BRING TWO GOATS: And he shall take from the congregation of the people of Israel two male goats for a sin offering, and 

one ram for a burnt offering.  
5. HE SHALL OFFER THE BULL OFFERING: “Aaron shall offer the bull as a sin offering for himself and shall make atonement for himself 

and for his house.  
6. HE SHALL BRING THE GOATS TO THE ENTRANCE: Then he shall take the two goats and set them before the LORD at the entrance of 

the tent of meeting.   
7. HE SHALL CAST LOTS FOR THE GOAT OFFERINGS: And Aaron shall cast lots over the two goats, one lot for the LORD and the other lot 

for Azazel.   
8. HE SHALL OFFER ONE GOAT AS AN OFFERING: And Aaron shall present the goat on which the lot fell for the LORD and use it as a sin 

offering,  
9. HE SHALL OFFER THE OTHER GOAT AS A LIVE OFFERING: but the goat on which the lot fell for Azazel shall be presented alive before 

the LORD to make atonement over it, that it may be sent away into the wilderness to Azazel. 
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10. HE SHALL KILL THE BULL: “Aaron shall present the bull as a sin offering for himself, and shall make atonement for himself and for his 
house. He shall kill the bull as a sin offering for himself.  

11. HE SHALL BRING INCENSE INTO THE VEIL: And he shall take a censer full of coals of fire from the altar before the LORD, and two 
handfuls of sweet incense beaten small, and he shall bring it inside the veil and put the incense on the fire before the LORD, that the 
cloud of the incense may cover the mercy seat that is over the testimony, so that he does not die.  

12. HE SHALL SPRINKLE THE BLOOD OF THE BULL ON THE MERCY SEAT: And he shall take some of the blood of the bull and sprinkle it 
with his finger on the front of the mercy seat on the east side, and in front of the mercy seat he shall sprinkle some of the blood with 
his finger seven times. 

 
THE HIGH PRIEST’S PROPITIATION FOR THE SINS OF THE PEOPLE 

1. HE SHALL KILL THE GOAT: “Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering that is for the people and  
2. HE SHALL BRING THE GOAT’S BLOOD TO THE MERCY SEAT: bring its blood inside the veil and do with its blood as he did with the 

blood of the bull, sprinkling it over the mercy seat and in front of the mercy seat. Thus he shall make atonement for the Holy Place, 
because of the uncleannesses of the people of Israel and because of their transgressions, all their sins.  

3. HE SHALL BRING THE GOAT’S BLOOD TO THE TENT OF MEETING: And so he shall do for the tent of meeting, which dwells with them 
in the midst of their uncleannesses.  

4. HE SHALL BE THE ONLY ONE ALLOWED: No one may be in the tent of meeting from the time he enters to make atonement in the 
Holy Place until he comes out and has made atonement for himself and for his house and for all the assembly of Israel.  

5. HE SHALL SPRINKLE THE BLOOD ON THE HORNS OF THE ALTAR: Then he shall go out to the altar that is before the LORD and make 
atonement for it, and shall take some of the blood of the bull and some of the blood of the goat, and put it on the horns of the altar 
all around. And he shall sprinkle some of the blood on it with his finger seven times, and cleanse it and consecrate it from the 
uncleannesses of the people of Israel. 

6. HE SHALL CONFESS THE SINS OF THE PEOPLE OVER THE LIVE GOAT: “And when he has made an end of atoning for the Holy Place and 
the tent of meeting and the altar, he shall present the live goat. And Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of the live goat, and 
confess over it all the iniquities of the people of Israel, and all their transgressions, all their sins.  

7. HE SHALL SEND THE GOAT INTO THE WILDERNESS: And he shall put them on the head of the goat and send it away into the 
wilderness by the hand of a man who is in readiness. The goat shall bear all their iniquities on itself to a remote area, and he shall 
let the goat go free in the wilderness. 

8. HE SHALL TAKE OFF THE LINEN GARMENTS: “Then Aaron shall come into the tent of meeting and shall take off the linen garments 
that he put on when he went into the Holy Place and shall leave them there.  

9. HE SHALL BATHE IN WATER: And he shall bathe his body in water in a holy place and put on his garments and  
10. HE SHALL OFFER THE BURNT OFFERING: come out and offer his burnt offering and the burnt offering of the people and make 

atonement for himself and for the people. And the fat of the sin offering he shall burn on the altar.  
11. HE SHALL HAVE THE MAN BATHE WHO LED THE GOAT INTO THE WILDERNESS: And he who lets the goat go to Azazel shall wash his 

clothes and bathe his body in water, and afterward he may come into the camp.  
12. HE SHALL CARRY THE REMAINS OF THE BURNT OFFERING OUTSIDE THE CAMP: And the bull for the sin offering and the goat for the 

sin offering, whose blood was brought in to make atonement in the Holy Place, shall be carried outside the camp. Their skin and 
their flesh and their dung shall be burned up with fire. And he who burns them shall wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, 
and afterward he may come into the camp. 

 
“And it shall be a statute to you forever that in the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month, you shall afflict yourselves and shall do 
no work, either the native or the stranger who sojourns among you. For on this day shall atonement be made for you to cleanse you. You 
shall be clean before the LORD from all your sins. It is a Sabbath of solemn rest to you, and you shall afflict yourselves; it is a statute 
forever. And the priest who is anointed and consecrated as priest in his father's place shall make atonement, wearing the holy linen 
garments. He shall make atonement for the holy sanctuary, and he shall make atonement for the tent of meeting and for the altar, and 
he shall make atonement for the priests and for all the people of the assembly. And this shall be a statute forever for you, that 
atonement may be made for the people of Israel once in the year because of all their sins.” And Aaron did as the LORD commanded 
Moses. (Leviticus 16:1-34) 

 
 

RIGHTEOUSNESS by Forbearance  This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he  
        had passed  over former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the present  
        time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 

 
The Forbearance of God (Hebrews 11) 

1. Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. For by it the people of old received their 
commendation. By faith we understand that the universe was created by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of 
things that are visible. 

2. By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended as righteous, God 
commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks.  

3. By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was 
taken he was commended as having pleased God. And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near 
to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him.  
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4. By faith Noah, being warned by God concerning events as yet unseen, in reverent fear constructed an ark for the saving of his 
household. By this he condemned the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. 

5. By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not 
knowing where he was going.  

6. By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same 
promise. For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God.  

7. By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had 
promised. Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many 
as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen 
them and greeted them from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. 14 For people who 
speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they 
would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not 
ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city. 

8. By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in the act of offering up his only 
son, of whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” He considered that God was able even to raise him from 
the dead, from which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.  

9. By faith Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau.  
10. By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his staff.  
11. By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave directions concerning his bones. 
12. By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw that the child was beautiful, and 

they were not afraid of the king's edict.  
13. By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, choosing rather to be mistreated with 

the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the 
treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward.  

14. By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible.  
15. By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them. 
16. By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as on dry land, but the Egyptians, when they attempted to do the same, were drowned. 
17. By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days.  
18. By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had given a friendly welcome to the 

spies. 
19. And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the 

prophets— who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions,  quenched 
the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to 
flight. Women received back their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise 
again to a better life. Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn 
in two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated— of whom the 
world was not worthy—wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth. And all these, though 
commended through their faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had provided something better for us, that apart 
from us they should not be made perfect. (Hebrews 11:1-39) 

 
THE GOSPEL QUESTIONED  (27-31) 
 
 #1 CAN I BOAST ABOUT MY SALVATION?  (27-28) 
 

Then what becomes of our boasting?  
It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that 
one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.  

 
 #2 AREN’T ONLY THE JEWS CHOSEN?  (29-30) 
 

Or is God the God of Jews only?  
Is he not the God of Gentiles also? Yes, of Gentiles also, since God is one—who will justify the 
circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through faith.  

 
 #3 DOES FAITH REPLACE THE LAW?  (31) 
 

Do we then overthrow the law by this faith?  
By no means! On the contrary, we uphold the law. 


