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All the World is Lost / Romans 3:9-20 / March 9 
 
What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all.  For we have already charged that all, both 
Jews and Greeks, are under sin, as it is written: 
 

1. “None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God.  
 

• Surely there is not a righteous man on earth who does good and never sins. 
• Do not take to heart all the things that people say, lest you hear your servant cursing you. 22 Your heart 

knows that many times you yourself have cursed others. 
• All this I have tested by wisdom. I said, “I will be wise,” but it was far from me. 24 That which has been is far 

off, and deep, very deep; who can find it out? (Ecclesiastes 7:20-24 ESV) 
 
• The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” 
• They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds; there is none who does good. 
• The LORD looks down from heaven on the children of man, to see if there are any who understand, who 

seek after God. 
• They have all turned aside; together they have become corrupt; there is none who does good, not even 

one. 
• Have they no knowledge, all the evildoers who eat up my people as they eat bread and do not call upon the 

LORD? 
• There they are in great terror, for God is with the generation of the righteous. 
• You would shame the plans of the poor, but the LORD is his refuge. 
• Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion! When the LORD restores the fortunes of his people, let 

Jacob rejoice, let Israel be glad. (Psalm 14) 
 

2. All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even 
one.”  

 
• The fool says in his heart, “There is no God.” 
• They are corrupt, doing abominable iniquity; there is none who does good. 
• God looks down from heaven on the children of man 
• to see if there are any who understand, who seek after God. 
• They have all fallen away; together they have become corrupt; 
• there is none who does good, not even one. 
• Have those who work evil no knowledge, who eat up my people as they eat bread, and do not call upon 

God? 
• There they are, in great terror, where there is no terror! 
• For God scatters the bones of him who encamps against you; you put them to shame, for God has rejected 

them. 
• Oh, that salvation for Israel would come out of Zion! When God restores the fortunes of his people, let Jacob 

rejoice, let Israel be glad. (Psalm 53) 
 

3. “Their throat is an open grave; they use their tongues to deceive.”   
 

• Give ear to my words, O LORD; consider my groaning. 
• Give attention to the sound of my cry, my King and my God, for to you do I pray. 
• LORD, in the morning you hear my voice; in the morning I prepare a sacrifice for you and watch. 
• For you are not a God who delights in wickedness; evil may not dwell with you. 
• The boastful shall not stand before your eyes; you hate all evildoers. 
• You destroy those who speak lies; the LORD abhors the bloodthirsty and deceitful man. 
• But I, through the abundance of your steadfast love, will enter your house. 
• I will bow down toward your holy temple in the fear of you. 
• Lead me, O LORD, in your righteousness because of my enemies; make your way straight before me. 
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• For there is no truth in their mouth; their inmost self is destruction; 
• their throat is an open grave; they flatter with their tongue. 
• Make them bear their guilt, O God; let them fall by their own counsels; 
• because of the abundance of their transgressions cast them out, for they have rebelled against you. 
• But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; let them ever sing for joy, 
• and spread your protection over them, that those who love your name may exult in you. 
• For you bless the righteous, O LORD; you cover him with favor as with a shield. (Psalm 5) 

 
4. “The venom of asps is under their lips.”  

 
• Deliver me, O LORD, from evil men; preserve me from violent men, 
• who plan evil things in their heart and stir up wars continually. 
• They make their tongue sharp as a serpent's, and under their lips is the venom of asps. Selah 
• Guard me, O LORD, from the hands of the wicked; preserve me from violent men, who have planned to trip 

up my feet. 
• The arrogant have hidden a trap for me, and with cords they have spread a net; beside the way they have 

set snares for me. Selah 
• I say to the LORD, You are my God; give ear to the voice of my pleas for mercy, O LORD! 
• LORD, my Lord, the strength of my salvation, you have covered my head in the day of battle. 
• Grant not, O LORD, the desires of the wicked; do not further their evil plot, or they will be exalted! Selah 
• As for the head of those who surround me, let the mischief of their lips overwhelm them! 
• Let burning coals fall upon them! Let them be cast into fire, into miry pits, no more to rise! 
• Let not the slanderer be established in the land; let evil hunt down the violent man speedily! 
• I know that the LORD will maintain the cause of the afflicted, and will execute justice for the needy. 
• Surely the righteous shall give thanks to your name; the upright shall dwell in your presence. (Psalm 140) 

 
5. “Their mouth is full of curses and bitterness.”   

 
• Why, O LORD, do you stand far away? Why do you hide yourself in times of trouble? 
• In arrogance the wicked hotly pursue the poor; let them be caught in the schemes that they have devised. 
• For the wicked boasts of the desires of his soul, and the one greedy for gain curses and renounces the LORD. 
• In the pride of his face the wicked does not seek him; all his thoughts are, “There is no God.” 
• His ways prosper at all times; your judgments are on high, out of his sight; as for all his foes, he puffs at 

them. 
• He says in his heart, “I shall not be moved; throughout all generations I shall not meet adversity.” 
• His mouth is filled with cursing and deceit and oppression; under his tongue are mischief and iniquity. 
• He sits in ambush in the villages; in hiding places he murders the innocent. 
• His eyes stealthily watch for the helpless; he lurks in ambush like a lion in his thicket; 
• he lurks that he may seize the poor; he seizes the poor when he draws him into his net. 
• The helpless are crushed, sink down, and fall by his might. 
• He says in his heart, “God has forgotten, he has hidden his face, he will never see it.” 
• Arise, O LORD; O God, lift up your hand; forget not the afflicted. 
• Why does the wicked renounce God and say in his heart, “You will not call to account”? 
• But you do see, for you note mischief and vexation, that you may take it into your hands; 
• to you the helpless commits himself; you have been the helper of the fatherless. 
• Break the arm of the wicked and evildoer; call his wickedness to account till you find none. 
• The LORD is king forever and ever; the nations perish from his land. 
• LORD, you hear the desire of the afflicted; you will strengthen their heart; you will incline your ear 
• to do justice to the fatherless and the oppressed, so that man who is of the earth may strike terror no more. 

(Psalm 10) 
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6. “Their feet are swift to shed blood; in their paths are ruin and misery, and the way of peace 
they have not known.”    

 
• Behold, the LORD's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, or his ear dull, that it cannot hear; 
• but your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, 
• and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear. 
• For your hands are defiled with blood and your fingers with iniquity; 
• your lips have spoken lies; your tongue mutters wickedness. 
• No one enters suit justly; no one goes to law honestly; 
• they rely on empty pleas, they speak lies, they conceive mischief and give birth to iniquity. 
• They hatch adders' eggs; they weave the spider's web; 
• he who eats their eggs dies, and from one that is crushed a viper is hatched. 
• Their webs will not serve as clothing; men will not cover themselves with what they make. 
• Their works are works of iniquity, and deeds of violence are in their hands. 
• Their feet run to evil, and they are swift to shed innocent blood; 
• their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity; desolation and destruction are in their highways. 
• The way of peace they do not know, and there is no justice in their paths; 
• they have made their roads crooked; no one who treads on them knows peace. 
• Therefore justice is far from us, and righteousness does not overtake us; 
• we hope for light, and behold, darkness, and for brightness, but we walk in gloom. 
• We grope for the wall like the blind; we grope like those who have no eyes; 
• we stumble at noon as in the twilight, among those in full vigor we are like dead men. 
• We all growl like bears; we moan and moan like doves; 
• we hope for justice, but there is none; for salvation, but it is far from us. 
• For our transgressions are multiplied before you, and our sins testify against us; 
• for our transgressions are with us, and we know our iniquities: 
• transgressing, and denying the LORD, and turning back from following our God, 
• speaking oppression and revolt, conceiving and uttering from the heart lying words. (Isaiah 59:1-13) 

 
7. “There is no fear of God before their eyes.”    

 
• Transgression speaks to the wicked deep in his heart; 
• there is no fear of God before his eyes. 
• For he flatters himself in his own eyes that his iniquity cannot be found out and hated. 
• The words of his mouth are trouble and deceit; he has ceased to act wisely and do good. 
• He plots trouble while on his bed; he sets himself in a way that is not good; he does not reject evil. 
• Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens, your faithfulness to the clouds. 
• Your righteousness is like the mountains of God; your judgments are like the great deep; man and beast you 

save, O LORD. 
• How precious is your steadfast love, O God! The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of your 

wings. 
• They feast on the abundance of your house, and you give them drink from the river of your delights. 
• For with you is the fountain of life; in your light do we see light. 
• Oh, continue your steadfast love to those who know you, and your righteousness to the upright of heart! 
• Let not the foot of arrogance come upon me, nor the hand of the wicked drive me away. 
• There the evildoers lie fallen; they are thrust down, unable to rise. (Psalm 36) 

 
Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law,  

so that every mouth may be stopped, and 
the whole world may be held accountable to God.  

For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight,  
since through the law comes knowledge of sin. 
 



 4 

Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would be 
revealed.  So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith.  But 
now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through 
faith. (Galatians 3:23-26) 
 
 

The Law of God: The Glory of the Sun 
• The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 
• Day to day pours out speech, and night to night reveals knowledge. 
• There is no speech, nor are there words, whose voice is not heard. 
• Their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world.  
• In them he has set a tent for the sun, which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, and, like a 

strong man, runs its course with joy. 
• Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them, and there is nothing hidden 

from its heat. 
 

• The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; 
• the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; 
• the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; 
• the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; 
• the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; 
• the rules of the LORD are true, and righteous altogether. 

 
• More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; 
• sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb. 
• Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward. 
• Who can discern his errors? Declare me innocent from hidden faults. 
• Keep back your servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me! 
• Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great transgression. 
• Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O LORD, my rock and 

my redeemer.  (Psalm 19) 
 

C. S. Lewis: The Power of the Law 
“(the sun) pierces everywhere with its strong, clean ardor. Then at once…(the poet) is talking of something else, 
which hardly seems to him something else because it is so like the all-piercing, all-detecting sunshine. The Law is 
‘undefiled’ the Law gives light, it is clean and everlasting, it is ‘sweet.’ No one can improve on this and nothing 
can more fully admit us to the old Jewish feeling about the Law; luminous, severe, disinfectant, exultant.” (C. S. 
Lewis. Reflections on Psalms).  
 
 


