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Justification by Faith: Since the Beginning 
Romans 4:1-25 / March 23 

 
 
Introduction: Life of Abraham (Book of Hebrews; Genesis 11:27-25:18) 
 

1. By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing 
where he was going.   (Hebrews 11:8 & Genesis 11:27-12:3) 

 
2. By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. 

For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. (Hebrews 11:9-10 & Genesis 13:14-18; 15:1-
6)   

 
3. By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. 

Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable 
grains of sand by the seashore. These all died in faith, not having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them from 
afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.  For people who speak thus make it clear that they are 
seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity to return.  But as 
it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them 
a city. (Hebrews 11: 11-16 & Genesis 17:1-21) 

 
4. By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, of 

whom it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from 
which, figuratively speaking, he did receive him back.       (Hebrews 11:17-19 & Genesis 22:1-- ) 

 
 

1. ABRAHAM WAS NOT JUSTIFIED BY WORKS    (4:1-8) 
 

ABRAHAM WAS NOT JUSTIFIED BY WORKS 
 

 What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh?  
 

For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God.  
For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.”  
 

Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due.  
And to the one who does not work but believes in him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted 
as righteousness,  

 
The Life of Abram Before the Promise 

“Now these are the generations of Terah.  
1. Terah fathered Abram, Nahor, and Haran.  
2. Haran died in the presence of his father Terah  
3. in the land of his kindred, in Ur of the Chaldeans.  
4. And Abram and Nahor took wives. The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai, and the name of Nahor’s wife, the daughter of Haran 

the father of Milcah and Iscah.  
5. Now Sarai was barren; she had no child.  
6. Terah took Abram his son and Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and Sarai his daughter-in-law, his son Abram’s wife, and they 

went forth together from Ur of the Chaldeans to go into the land of Canaan,  
7. but when they came to Haran, they settled there. The days of Terah were 205 years, and Terah died in Haran. (Genesis 11:27-

32) 
 

The Promise of God for Abraham 
Now the Lord said to Abram,  
1. “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you.  
2. And I will make of you a great nation, and  
3. I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.  
4. I will bless those who bless you, and  
5. him who dishonors you I will curse, and  
6. in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:1-3) 
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The Ten Commandments of Abraham’s Faith 
1. So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him.  
2. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 
3. And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they 

had acquired in Haran, and  
4. they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, Abram passed through the land to the place at 

Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At the time the Canaaanites were in the land.  
5. Then the Lord appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had 

appeared in him.  
6. From there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and  
7. pithed his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east.  
8. And there he built an altar to the Lord and  
9. called upon the name of the Lord.  
10. And Abram journeyed on, still going toward the Negeb. (Genesis 12:4-9) 

 
DAVID WAS NOT JUSTIFIED BY WORKS 

 
 just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works: 

 
“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; 
 blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” (Psalm 32) 

 
Psalm 32 

Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, / whose sin is covered. 
Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, / and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 
For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away / through my groaning all day long. 
For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; / my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer. Selah 
I acknowledged my sin to you, / and I did not cover my iniquity; 
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” / and you forgave the iniquity of my sin. Selah 
Therefore let everyone who is godly / offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found; 
surely in the rush of great waters, / they shall not reach him. 
You are a hiding place for me; / you preserve me from trouble; / you surround me with shouts of deliverance. Selah 
I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; / I will counsel you with my eye upon you. 
Be not like a horse or a mule, without understanding, / which must be curbed with bit and bridle, / or it will not stay near you. 
Many are the sorrows of the wicked, / but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the LORD. 
Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, O righteous, / and shout for joy, all you upright in heart! 

 
2.  ABRAHAM WAS NOT JUSTIFIED BY CIRCUMCISION   (4:9-12) 
 

CIRCUMCISION IS NOT JUSTIFICATION 
 

Is this blessing then only for the circumcised, or also for the uncircumcised?  
 For we say that faith was counted to Abraham as righteousness.  
 
CIRCUMCISION WAS GIVEN AFTER JUSTIFICATION 
 
 How then was it counted to him? Was it before or after he had been circumcised?  
 It was not after, but before he was circumcised.  
  
CIRCUMCISION IS A SIGN OF JUSTIFICATION  
    
 He received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness that he had by faith while he was still 
 uncircumcised.  
 
CIRCUMCISION MAKES ABRAHAM THE FATHER OF THE GENTILES  
 

The purpose was to make him the father of all who believe without being circumcised, so that righteousness 
would be counted to them as well, and  
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CIRCUMCISION MAKES ABRAHAM THE FATHER OF THE JEWS 
 
 to make him the father of the circumcised who are not merely circumcised but who also  walk in the  footsteps 
 of the faith that our father Abraham had before he was circumcised. 

 
3.  ABRAHAM WAS NOT JUSTIFIED BY THE LAW    (4:13-17a) 
 

JUSTIFICATION IS BEFORE THE LAW  
   

For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not come through the 
law but through the righteousness of faith.  

 
JUSTIFICATION IS APART FROM THE LAW 
 

For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void.  
 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression. 

 
JUSTIFICATION IS FOR ALL 
   

That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his 
offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who shares the faith of Abraham, who is the 
father of us all, as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations” 

 
4.  ABRAHAM WAS JUSTIFIED BY FAITH    (4:17b-22) 
 

OBJECT OF ABRAHAM’S  FAITH 
 

—in the presence of the God in whom he believed,  
who gives life to the dead and        
calls into existence the things that do not exist.   

 
STRENGTH OF ABRAHAM’S FAITH 
 

• In hope he believed against hope, that he should become the father of many nations, as he had been told, 
“So shall your offspring be.”  

• He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was as good as dead (since he was 
about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah's womb.  

• No unbelief made him waver concerning the promise of God, but  
• he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God,  
• fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.  

 
RESULT OF ABRAHAM’S FAITH 
 

That is why his faith was “counted to him as righteousness.”  (Genesis 15:6) 
 
PROMISE OF ABRAHAM’S FAITH 
 

But the words “it was counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be 
counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was delivered up for our 
trespasses and raised for our justification. 

 


