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Birthright and Slavery: United and Obedient to Christ 
Romans 6: 1-23 / April 6, 2019 

 
The Paradox of the Family: The contrast between your birth into a family and your behavior in a family.  

 
YOUR BAPTISM: UNITED AS A CHILD TO THE FATHER   (6:1-14) 

 
Introduction: The Baptism of Jesus: United as a Son to His Father 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented him, saying, “I need 
to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to 
fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and 
behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; 
and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”  (Matthew 3:13-17) 

 
Question: Birth (Justification)  vs. Behavior  (Sanctification)   (6:1) 
 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound?  
 
Answer: We Are Dead to Sin  (6:2) 
 By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it?  

 
We Are Baptized (United) into Christ’s Death  (6:3) 
 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  
 
  We Are Baptized (United) in Christ’s Resurrection  (6:4-5) 

We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from 
the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.  
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his.  

 
We Are Crucified In Christ’s Death   (6:6-7) 

We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so 
that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. For one who has died has been set free from sin.  

 
We Are Raised with Christ’s Resurrection  (6:8-10) 

Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.  
We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion 
over him.  
For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God.  

 
We Are Dead to Sin  (6:11a) 

So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and  
 
  We Are Alive to God  (6:11b) 

alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 
We Are To Die to Sin  (6:12-13a) 

King:  Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions.  
Soldier: Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but  

 
We Are to Live for God  (6:13b-14) 

present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and  
your members to God as instruments for righteousness.  
For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace. 
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YOUR TEMPTATION: OBEDIENT AS A SLAVE TO THE FATHER   (6:15-23) 
 

Introduction: The Temptation of Jesus: Obedient as a Slave to His Master 
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And after fasting forty days and forty 
nights, he was hungry.  
And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But 
he answered, “It is written, “‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 
Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him, “If you are the Son of 
God, throw yourself down, for it is written, “‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and “‘On their hands they will 
bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord 
your God to the test.’”  
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he 
said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is 
written, “‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’” 
Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him.  (Matthew 4:1-11) 

 
Question:  Birth (Justification) vs. Behavior (Sanctification)     (6:15a) 

What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace?  
 
Answer  (6:15b) 

By no means!  
 
Principal: You Choose Your Master   (6:16) 

Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one 
whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness?  
 

“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the 
one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. (Matthew 6:24) 

 
Application: Chose Slavery to Righteousness, not to Sin    (6:17-18) 

But thanks be to God,  
• that you who were once slaves of sin  
• have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed, and,  
• having been set free from sin,  
• have become slaves of righteousness.  

 
Analogy: Chose Slavery to Christ, not Slavery to Sin   (6:19) 

I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations.  
• For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more 

lawlessness,  
• so now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification. 

 
Paradox: Freedom to Sin Leads to Slavery; Slavery to Righteousness Leads to Freedom    (6:20-22) 

• For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. But what fruit were you 
getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death.  

• But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to 
sanctification and its end, eternal life.  

 
Conclusion: Sin Earns You the Payment of Death; Christ Gives You the Gift of Life     (6:23) 

For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 


