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THE PAST: Israel’s Fall and God’s Election (Part 1) 
Romans 9:1-18 / May 4, 2019 

 
Paul’s Love for Israel  (1-3) 
 

1. I am speaking the truth in Christ— 
2. I am not lying;  
3. my conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit—  
4. that I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart.  
5. For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ  
6. for the sake of my brothers,  
7. my kinsmen according to the flesh.  

 
God’s Love for Israel (4-5) 
 

1. They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption,  
2. the glory,  
3. the covenants,  
4. the giving of the law,  
5. the worship, and  
6. the promises.  
7. To them belong the patriarchs, and  
8. from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ, who is God over all, blessed forever. Amen. 

 
 
1.  HAS GOD’S PROMISES FAILED? (6-13) 
 

Our Complaint  
 But it is not as though the word of God has failed.  

 
#1 God’s Response: God Chose Abraham 

For not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, and not all are children of Abraham because 
they are his offspring,  
 
But far be it from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and 
I to the world. For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. And as for all who walk 
by this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God. (Galatians 6:14-16) 

 
#2 God’s Response: God Chose Isaac by a Promise; God Chose Ishmael by the Flesh  

but “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” This means that it is not the children of the flesh who 
are the children of God, but the children of the promise are counted as offspring. For this is what the 
promise said: “About this time next year I will return, and Sarah shall have a son.”  

 
God’s Election of Isaac: 7 Promises 

 
Promise 1 made while Sarai is barren       (Genesis 12:1-3) 
Promise 2 made while Canaanites are in the land    (Genesis 12:7) 
Promise 3 made while Lot separates from Abraham    (Genesis 13:14-17) 
Promise 4 made while Abraham has no heir     (Genesis 15:4-6) 
Promise 5 made while Ishmael is born to Hagar     (Genesis 17:1-8) 
Promise 6 made while Abraham is circumcised     (Genesis 17:15-16) 
Promise 7 made while Abraham is infertile      (Genesis 17:17-21) 
PROMISE FULFILLED: The LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did to Sarah as he had promised. And Sarah conceived 
and bore Abraham a son in his old age at the time of which God had spoken to him. Abraham called the name of his son who was 
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born to him, whom Sarah bore him, Isaac. And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had 
commanded him.  Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. And Sarah said, “God has made laughter 
for me; everyone who hears will laugh over me.” And she said, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? 
Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.” (Genesis 21:1-7) 

 
#3 God’s Response: God Chose Jacob Over Esau Before Their Births 

And not only so, but also when Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac, though 
they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad—in order that God's purpose of election 
might continue, not because of works but because of him who calls— she was told,  
“The older will serve the younger.” (Genesis 25:23) 
As it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” (Malachi 1:2) 
(Genesis 25:29) and (Genesis 27:1) 

 
The Lord’s Choice of Jacob Over Esau 

These are the generations of Isaac, Abraham's son: Abraham fathered Isaac, and Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah, the 
daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, the sister of Laban the Aramean, to be his wife. And Isaac prayed to the LORD for his 
wife, because she was barren. And the LORD granted his prayer, and Rebekah his wife conceived. The children struggled together within 
her, and she said, “If it is thus, why is this happening to me?” So she went to inquire of the LORD. And the LORD said to her, 
“Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you shall be divided; the one shall be stronger than the other, the older 
shall serve the younger.” 
When her days to give birth were completed, behold, there were twins in her womb. The first came out red, all his body like a hairy cloak, 
so they called his name Esau. Afterward his brother came out with his hand holding Esau's heel, so his name was called Jacob. Isaac was 
sixty years old when she bore them. When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet man, 
dwelling in tents. Isaac loved Esau because he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob. (Genesis 25:19-28) 

 
Esau Sells His Birthright 

Once when Jacob was cooking stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was exhausted. And Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that 
red stew, for I am exhausted!” (Therefore his name was called Edom.) Jacob said, “Sell me your birthright now.” Esau said, “I am about to 
die; of what use is a birthright to me?” Jacob said, “Swear to me now.” So he swore to him and sold his birthright to Jacob. Then Jacob 
gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright. (Genesis 25:29-34) 

 
Jacob Receives Esau’s Blessing by Deceiving Isaac 

Then his father Isaac said to him, “Come near and kiss me, my son.” So he came near and kissed him. And Isaac smelled the smell of his 
garments and blessed him and said, 

 
“See, the smell of my son is as the smell of a field that the LORD has blessed! May God give you of the dew of heaven and of the 
fatness of the earth and plenty of grain and wine. Let peoples serve you, and nations bow down to you. Be lord over your 
brothers, and may your mother's sons bow down to you. Cursed be everyone who curses you, and blessed be everyone who 
blesses you!” 

 
As soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, when Jacob had scarcely gone out from the presence of Isaac his father, Esau his brother 
came in from his hunting. He also prepared delicious food and brought it to his father. And he said to his father, “Let my father arise and 
eat of his son's game, that you may bless me.” His father Isaac said to him, “Who are you?” He answered, “I am your son, your firstborn, 
Esau.” Then Isaac trembled very violently and said, “Who was it then that hunted game and brought it to me, and I ate it all before you 
came, and I have blessed him? Yes, and he shall be blessed.” As soon as Esau heard the words of his father, he cried out with an 
exceedingly great and bitter cry and said to his father, “Bless me, even me also, O my father!” But he said, “Your brother came deceitfully, 
and he has taken away your blessing.” Esau said, “Is he not rightly named Jacob? For he has cheated me these two times. He took away 
my birthright, and behold, now he has taken away my blessing.” Then he said, “Have you not reserved a blessing for me?” Isaac answered 
and said to Esau, “Behold, I have made him lord over you, and all his brothers I have given to him for servants, and with grain and wine I 
have sustained him. What then can I do for you, my son?” Esau said to his father, “Have you but one blessing, my father? Bless me, even 
me also, O my father.” And Esau lifted up his voice and wept. Then Isaac his father answered and said to him: 

 
“Behold, away from the fatness of the earth shall your dwelling be, and away from the dew of heaven on high. By your sword you 
shall live, and you shall serve your brother; but when you grow restless you shall break his yoke from your neck.” 

 
Now Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing with which his father had blessed him, and Esau said to himself, “The days of mourning for 
my father are approaching; then I will kill my brother Jacob.” But the words of Esau her older son were told to Rebekah. So she sent and 
called Jacob her younger son and said to him, “Behold, your brother Esau comforts himself about you by planning to kill you. Now 
therefore, my son, obey my voice. Arise, flee to Laban my brother in Haran and stay with him a while, until your brother's fury turns 
away— until your brother's anger turns away from you, and he forgets what you have done to him. Then I will send and bring you from 
there. Why should I be bereft of you both in one day?” (Genesis 27:26-45) 
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2.  IS GOD UNJUST? (14-18) 
 

Our Complaint  
  What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no means!  
 

#1 God’s Response: Moses—God Dealt with Moses with Mercy, Not Justice 
For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I 
have compassion.” So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy.  

 
#2 Response: Pharaoh—God Dealt with Pharaoh with Justice, Not Mercy  
 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I might show my power 
 in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.”  
 
#3 Response: God Deals With Us with Mercy and Justice 
  So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills. 
 

Old Testament Quotations in Romans 9-11 
 

ROM. PASSAGE O.T. 
9:7 Through Isaac your descendants will be named  Gen 21:12 
9:9 At this time I will come, and Sarah shall have a son   Gen 18:10 

9:12 The older will serve the younger   Gen 25:23 
9:13 Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated   Mal 1:2 
9:15 I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion  Ex 33:19 
9:17 For this very purpose I raised you up, to demonstrate my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed 

throughout the whole earth  
Ex 9:16 

9:25 I will call those who were not my people, “My people.” And her who was not beloved, “beloved.”  Hosea 2:23 
9:26 And it shall be that in the place where it was said to them, “You are not My people.” There they shall be called sons 

of the living God.  
Hosea 1:10 

9:27 Though the number of the sons of Israel be as the sand of the sea, it is the remnant that will be saved;  Is 10:22 
9:28 For the Lord will execute His word upon the earth, thoroughly and quickly.  Is 10:23 
9:29 Except the Lord of Sabaoth had left to us posterity, we would have become as Sodom, and would have resembled 

Gomorrah  
Is 1:9 

9:33 Behold, I lay in Zion a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense, and he who believes in Him will not be 
disappointed.  

Is 28:16 

10:6,7 Do not say in your heart, “Who will ascend into heaven? Who will descend into the abyss?  Deut 30:12 
10:8 The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart   Deut 30:14 

10:11 Whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed   Is 28:16 
10:13 Whoever will call upon the name of the Lord will be saved   Joel 2:32 
10:15 How beautiful are the feet of those who bring glad tidings of good things!  Is 52:7 
10:18 Their voice has gone out into all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world.  Ps 19:4 
10:19 I will make you jealous by that which is not a nation, by a nation without understanding will I anger you.  Deut 32:21 
10:20 I was found by those who sought me not, I became manifest to those who did not ask for me.  Is 65:1 
10:21 All the day long I have stretched out my hands to a disobedient and obstinate people.  Is 65:2 
11:3 Lord, they have killed they prophets, they have torn down thine altars, and I alone am left, and they are seeking 

my life.  
I Kgs 19:10 

11:4 I have kept for myself seven thousand men who have not bowed they knee to Baal  I Kgs 19:18 
11:8 God gave them a spirit of stupor, eyes to see not and ears to hear not, down to this very day.  Is 29:10 
11:9 Let their table become a snare and a trap, and a stumbling block and a retribution to them  Ps 69:22 

11:10 Let their eyes be darkened to see not, and bend their backs forever.  Ps 69:23 
11:26 The Deliverer will come from Zion, he will remove ungodliness from Jacob.  Is 59:20,21 
11:27 And this is my covenant with them, when I take away their sins.  Is 27:9 
11:34 Who has known the mind of the Lord, or who became his counselor?  Is 40:13 
11:35 Who has first given to him that it might be paid back to him again?  Job 35:7 

 


