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THE PAST: Israel’s Fall and God’s Election  (Part 2) 

Romans 9:19-33 / May 11, 2019 
 

1. HAS GOD’S PROMISES FAILED? (6-13) 
• God Chose Abraham 
• God Chose Isaac by Promise; Ishmael by the flesh 
• God Chose Jacob over Esau Before Their Births 

 
2. IS GOD UNJUST? (14-18) 

• God Dealt with Moses with Mercy, not Justice 
• God Dealt with Pharaoh with Justice, not Mercy 
• God Deals with us with Mercy or Justice 

 
3.  WHY DOES GOD STILL BLAME US?    (19-29) 
 

Our Complaint:   
 You will say to me then,  

“Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his will?”  
 
#1 God’s Response: God has the authority of creator over you 
 
 But who are you, O man, to answer back to God?   
 

JOB: Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind and said: 
“Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 
Dress for action like a man; I will question you, and you make it known to me. 
“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you have understanding. 
Who determined its measurements—surely you know! Or who stretched the line upon it? 
On what were its bases sunk, or who laid its cornerstone, 
when the morning stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy? (Job 38:1-7) 
 
JOB: Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind and said: 
“Dress for action like a man; I will question you, and you make it known to me. 
Will you even put me in the wrong? 
Will you condemn me that you may be in the right? 
Have you an arm like God, and can you thunder with a voice like his? (Job 40:6-9) 

 
#2 God’s Response: God has the authority of free will (potter) over you (clay) 
 

Will what is molded say to its molder, “Why have you made me like this?”  
1. Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for honorable use and 

another for dishonorable use?  
2. What if God, desiring  

• to show his wrath and  
• to make known his power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for 

destruction, 
• in order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has prepared 

beforehand for glory— even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from the 
Gentiles?  

 
Ah, you who hide deep from the LORD your counsel, whose deeds are in the dark, and who say, “Who sees us? Who knows us?” You 
turn things upside down! Shall the potter be regarded as the clay, that the thing made should say of its maker, “He did not make 
me”; or the thing formed say of him who formed it, “He has no understanding”?  (Isaiah 29:15,16)   
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#3 God’s Response: Prophet Hosea—Jews’ Disobedience for Dishonorable use; Gentiles’ Obedience for Honorable Use   
 

As indeed he says in Hosea, 
“Those who were not my people (Lo-Ammi: not my people) I will call ‘my people,’ 
    and her who was not beloved (Lo-Ruhamah: not loved)  I will call ‘beloved.’”  (Hosea 2:23) 
“And in the very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ 
    there they will be called ‘sons of the living God.’”  (Hosea 1:10) 

 
#4 God’s Response: Prophet Isaiah—Jew’s Disobedience for Dishonorable use; Remnant of Jews for Honorable Use   
 

And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel:  
“Though the number of the sons of Israel be as the sand of the sea, only a remnant of them will be 
saved, for the Lord will carry out his sentence upon the earth fully and without delay.” (Isaiah 10:22) 

 
And as Isaiah predicted, 

“If the Lord of hosts had not left us offspring, 
     we would have been like Sodom 
     and become like Gomorrah.” (Isaiah 1:9) 
 
 

4.  WHAT SHALL WE SAY IN CONCLUSION? (30-33) 
 

#1 God’s Conclusion: Gentiles Attain Salvation; Israel Did Not Attain Salvation 
 

What shall we say, then?  
 

1. That Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness have attained it, that is, a righteousness that is by faith; 
2.  but that Israel who pursued a law that would lead to righteousness did not succeed in reaching that law.  

 
#2 God’s Conclusion: Israel Pursued the Works of the Law, not Grace by Faith 
 

Why?  
 
1. Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as if it were based on works.  
2. They have stumbled over the stumbling stone, as it is written, 

a. “Behold, I am laying in Zion (Isaiah 28:16) 
b. a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense; (Isaiah 8:14) 
c. and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” (Isaiah 28:16) 

 
 


