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Devastation Of Naomi’s Family 
Ruth 1:1-5 / August 17, 2019 

 
 
Interlinear Hebrew Bible 

1. And he is becoming in days of to judge of the ones judging and he is becoming famine in land and he is going man from Bethlehem of Judah 
to to sojourn of in fields of Moab he and woman of him and two of sons of him and name of the man Elimelech and name of woman of him 
Naomi and name of two of sons of him Mahlon and Chilion Ephrathites from Bethlehem of Judah and they are coming fields of Moab and 
they were there and he is dying Elimelech man of Naomi and she is remaining she and two of sons of her and they are taking up for them 
women Moabites name of the one Orpah and name of the second Ruth and they are dwelling there as ten of years and they are dying 
moreover two of them Mahlon and Chilion and she is remaining the woman from two of boys of her and from man of her 
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Linguistic Outline 
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  C   Return to Bethlehem in Emptiness and Hopelessness             1:19b-22 

   D   Meeting of Ruth and Boaz                  2:1-23 
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 B1  Two of Naomi’s Relatives Deliberate Whether to Support Naomi           4:1-12 

A1   Conclusion: Restoration of Naomi’s Family                  4:13-22 
 
 

 
A) Introduction: Devastation of Naomi’s Family    Ruth 1:1-5 

 
A)   TRAGEDY: FAMINE AND THE FAMILY’S EMIGRATION TO MOAB      Ruth 1:1 
 

• In the days when the judges ruled      
 

A) Israel’s Positive Condition Before the Judges             (Judges 2:6-10a) 
o When Joshua dismissed the people, the people of Israel went each to his inheritance to take possession of the land.  
o And the people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had seen all 

the great work that the LORD had done for Israel.     
 

B)   The Decline of Israel After Joshua Judges                (Judges 2:10b-13) 
o And there arose another generation after them who did not know the LORD or the work that he had done for Israel.  
o And the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and served the Baals.  
o And they abandoned the LORD, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt.  
o They went after other gods, from among the gods of the peoples who were around them, and bowed down to them.  
o And they provoked the LORD to anger. They abandoned the LORD and served the Baals and the Ashtaroth.  
 

C)    God’s Judgment Upon Israel                (Judges  2:14-15) 
o So the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he gave them over to plunderers, who plundered them.  
o And he sold them into the hand of their surrounding enemies, so that they could no longer withstand their enemies.  
o Whenever they marched out, the hand of the LORD was against them for harm, as the LORD had warned, and as the LORD had 

sworn to them. And they were in terrible distress. 
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D)   God’s Gracious Intervention To Raise Up Judges              (Judges 2:16) 
o Then the LORD raised up judges, who saved them out of the hand of those who plundered them.  

 
C1)   The Great Decline of Israel After Each Judge               (Judges  2:17-19) 

o Yet they did not listen to their judges, for they whored after other gods and bowed down to them. They soon turned aside 
from the way in which their fathers had walked, who had obeyed the commandments of the LORD, and they did not do so.  

o Whenever the LORD raised up judges for them, the LORD was with the judge, and he saved them from the hand of their 
enemies all the days of the judge. For the LORD was moved to pity by their groaning because of those who afflicted and 
oppressed them.  

o But whenever the judge died, they turned back and were more corrupt than their fathers, going after other gods, serving them 
and bowing down to them. They did not drop any of their practices or their stubborn ways.  
 

B1)   God’s Greater Judgment  On Israel                (Judges 2:20-3:4) 
o So the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel, and he said, “Because this people have transgressed my covenant that I 

commanded their fathers and have not obeyed my voice, I will no longer drive out before them any of the nations that Joshua 
left when he died, in order to test Israel by them, whether they will take care to walk in the way of the LORD as their fathers 
did, or not.”  

o So the LORD left those nations, not driving them out quickly, and he did not give them into the hand of Joshua.  
 

A1)   Israel’s Disheartening Condition during the Judges               (Judges 3:5-6) 
o So the people of Israel lived among the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 
o And their daughters they took to themselves for wives,  
o and their own daughters they gave to their sons, and  
o they served their gods.  

 
• there was a famine in the land, and     

 
The LORD will make the pestilence stick to you until he has consumed you off the land that you are entering to take possession of it. The 
LORD will strike you with wasting disease and with fever, inflammation and fiery heat, and with drought and with blight and with 
mildew. They shall pursue you until you perish. And the heavens over your head shall be bronze, and the earth under you shall be iron. 
24 The LORD will make the rain of your land powder. From heaven dust shall come down on you until you are destroyed. (Deut 28:21-
24) 

 

• a man of Bethlehem in Judah       
 

o Now muster your troops, O daughter of troops; siege is laid against us; 
o with a rod they strike the judge of Israel on the cheek. 
o But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among the clans of Judah, 
o from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel, 
o whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient days. 
o Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has given birth; 
o then the rest of his brothers shall return to the people of Israel. 
o And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
o And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth. (Micah 5:1-4) 

 
• went to sojourn in the country of Moab, he and his wife and his two sons.  

 
o Origins of Moabites: Incestuous Relation:  Thus both the daughters of Lot became pregnant by their father. The firstborn bore 

a son and called his name Moab. He is the father of the Moabites to this day. The younger also bore a son and called his name Ben-
ammi. He is the father of the Ammonites to this day. (Genesis 19:36-38) 
 

o Moabites Resistance to Israel’s Journey: “Behold, a people has come out of Egypt. They cover the face of the earth, and they 
are dwelling opposite me. Come now, curse this people for me, since they are too mighty for me. Perhaps I shall be able to defeat 
them and drive them from the land, for I know that he whom you bless is blessed, and he whom you curse is cursed.” (Numbers 
22:5-6) 
 

o Sexual Seduction of Israel by Moabites: While Israel lived in Shittim, the people began to whore with the daughters of Moab. 
These invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods, and the people ate and bowed down to their gods. 3 So Israel yoked himself 
to Baal of Peor. And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Israel. (Numbers 25:1-3) 
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o Moab’s exclusion from Israel: “No Ammonite or Moabite may enter the assembly of the LORD. Even to the tenth generation, 
none of them may enter the assembly of the LORD forever, because they did not meet you with bread and with water on the way, 
when you came out of Egypt, and because they hired against you Balaam the son of Beor from Pethor of Mesopotamia, to curse 
you. But the LORD your God would not listen to Balaam; instead the LORD your God turned the curse into a blessing for you, 
because the LORD your God loved you. You shall not seek their peace or their prosperity all your days forever. (Deut 23:3-6) 
 

o Oppression by Moabites’ King for 18 Years: And the people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, and the 
LORD strengthened Eglon the king of Moab against Israel, because they had done what was evil in the sight of the LORD. He 
gathered to himself the Ammonites and the Amalekites, and went and defeated Israel. And they took possession of the city of 
palms. And the people of Israel served Eglon the king of Moab eighteen years. (Judges 3:12-14) 

 
B)  NAMES OF FAMILY MEMBERS AND SOJOURN TO MOAB     Ruth 1:2 

 
• The name of the man was Elimelech and        (“My God is King”) 
• the name of his wife Naomi, and          (“To be pleasant, kind”) 
• the names of his two sons were Mahlon and Chilion.     (“sickly; finished”) 
• They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah.      (I Samuel 17:12) 
• They went into the country of Moab and remained there.  

 
A1)  WORSE TRAGEDY: ELIMELECH DIES, LEAVING NAOMI WITH HER SONS    Ruth 1:3 
 

• But Elimelech, the husband of Naomi, died, and  
• she was left with her two sons.  

 
B1)  SONS’ MARRIAGES; NAMES OF WIVES; SOJOURN IN MOAB    Ruth 1:4 

 
• These took Moabite wives;  
• the name of the one was Orpah and  
• the name of the other Ruth.  
• They lived there about ten years,   

 
A2) EVEN WORSE TRAGEDY: NAOMI’S SONS DIE, LEAVING NAOMI WITH NO FAMILY    Ruth 1:5 
 

• and both Mahlon and Chilion died,    
• so that the woman was left without her two sons and 
• her husband. 

 
 

Life of Naomi: 
 

1. Naomi’s country is in political and religious turmoil  
2. Naomi’s town is immersed in a famine  
3. Naomi’s family is from an insignificant and powerless town 
4. Naomi’s family immigrates to Moab, a foreign land 
5. Naomi’s sons are single with no hope of finding Jewish wives 
6. Naomi’s husband, Elimelech, unexpectantly dies in the foreign land 
7. Naomi’s sons are forced to marry foreign women 
8. Naomi’s sons produce no children  
9. Naomi’s sons unexpectantly die in the foreign land 
10. Naomi’s despair continues for ten years 

 
 


