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Preparing for Redemption 
Ruth 1:6-22 / August 24, 2019 

 
INTRODUCTION: Repentance and Confession—Reading the Bible Backwards 

 
The Period of the Holy Spirit 

REVELATION: Final Judgment 
Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. From his presence earth and sky fled away, and no place was found for them. 
And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book 
of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done. And the sea gave up the dead who were 
in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done.  
Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone's name was not found 
written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:11-15) 

 
REVELATION: Church in Ephesus 

Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your 
lampstand from its place, unless you repent. (Revelation 2:5)  (Revelation 2:16; 2:21; 2:22; 3:3; 3:19; 9:20; 9:21; 16:9; 16:11) 

 
I JOHN: 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. (I John 1:8-10)  (I 
John 2:23; 4:2; 4:3; 4:15 

 
HEBREWS:  

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful.  (Hebrews 10:24) 
 
ROMANS: 

But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because, if you 
confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart 
one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be 
put to shame.”  For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 
For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” (Romans 10:8-13) 

 
CORINTHIANS:  

For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without regret, whereas worldly grief produces death. (2 Corinthians 7:10-11) 
 
PETER: 

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all 
should reach repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly 
bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. (I Peter 3:9-10) 

 
ACTS: 

Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” And Peter 
said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the 
gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to 
himself.” (Acts 2:37-39)  (Acts 3:19; Acts 5:31; Acts 8:22; Acts 17:30; Acts 20:21; Acts 26:20) 

 
The Period of Jesus Christ 

 
CRIMINAL ON THE CROSS:  

One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, 
saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?  And we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due 
reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” (Luke 
23:39-42) 

 
RICH TAX COLLECTOR:  

He entered Jericho and was passing through. And behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. And 
he was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was small in stature. So he ran on ahead and 
climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him, for he was about to pass that way. (Luke 19:1-4) 

 
BLIND BEGGAR:  

As he drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the roadside begging. And hearing a crowd going by, he inquired what this meant. They 
told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is passing by.” And he cried out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” And those who were in front 
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rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”  And Jesus stopped and commanded 
him to be brought to him. And when he came near, he asked him,  “What do you want me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me recover my 
sight.” (Luke 18:35-41) 

 
TAX COLLECTOR PARABLE:  

But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a 
sinner!’ (Luke 18:13) 

 
TEN MEN WITH LEPROSY:  

On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between Samaria and Galilee. And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who 
stood at a distance and lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” (Luke 17:11-13) 

 
PRODIGAL SON PARABLE: 

“But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father's hired servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! 
I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy to be 
called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ (Luke 15:17-19) 

 
WOMAN WITH BLOOD DISORDER:  

And there was a woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, and though she had spent all her living on physicians, she could 
not be healed by anyone. She came up behind him and touched the fringe of his garment, and immediately her discharge of blood ceased. 
(Luke 8:43-44) 

 
MAN WITH A DYING DAUGHTER:  

And there came a man named Jairus, who was a ruler of the synagogue. And falling at Jesus' feet, he implored him to come to his house, for 
he had an only daughter, about twelve years of age, and she was dying. (Luke 8:41-42) 

 
DEMON-POSSESSED MAN:  

Then they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite Galilee. When Jesus had stepped out on land, there met him a man from 
the city who had demons. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he had not lived in a house but among the tombs. When he saw Jesus, 
he cried out and fell down before him and said with a loud voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg 
you, do not torment me.” (Luke 8:26-28) 

 
SINFUL WOMAN:  

One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee's house and reclined at table. And behold, a woman of the city, 
who was a sinner, when she learned that he was reclining at table in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment, and 
standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head and kissed his 
feet and anointed them with the ointment. (Luke 7:36-38) 

 
MAN WITH SICK SERVANT:  

When the centurion heard about Jesus, he sent to him elders of the Jews, asking him to come and heal his servant. And when they came to 
Jesus, they pleaded with him earnestly, saying, “He is worthy to have you do this for him, for he loves our nation, and he is the one who built 
us our synagogue.” (Luke 7:3-5) 

 
MAN WITH PARALYSIS:  

And behold, some men were bringing on a bed a man who was paralyzed, and they were seeking to bring him in and lay him before Jesus,  
but finding no way to bring him in, because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him down with his bed through the tiles into the 
midst before Jesus. (Luke 5:18-19) 

 
MAN WITH LEPROSY:  

While he was in one of the cities, there came a man full of leprosy. And when he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and begged him, “Lord, if you 
will, you can make me clean.”(Luke 5:12) 

 
JESUS: 
 From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (Matthew 4:17) 

 
The Period of the Old Testament 

 
JOHN BAPTIST: 
 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” (Matthew 3:1-2) 
 
MALACHI: 

“Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rules that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel.“Behold, I will send you Elijah 
the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes. And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of 
children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.” (Malachi 4:4-6) 



 3 

RUTH: PREPARATION FOR REDEMPTION 
 

A)  Introduction: Devastation of Naomi’s Family                 1:1-5 

 B)  Two of Naomi’s Relatives Deliberate Whether to Support Her           1:6-19a 

  C   Return to Bethlehem in Emptiness and Hopelessness            1:19b-22 

   D   Meeting of Ruth and Boaz                  2:1-23 

  C1  Ruth’s Appeal at the Threshing Floor and her Return to Bethlehem in Fullness and Hope     3:1-18 

 B1  Two of Naomi’s Relatives Deliberate Whether to Support Naomi           4:1-12 

A1   Conclusion: Restoration of Naomi’s Family                  4:13-22 
 

 
B)  Two of Naomi’s Relatives Deliberate Whether to Support Her  1:6-19a 

 
A) Introduction: Naomi Recognizes God’s Blessings                   1:6-7 
 

Then she arose with her daughters-in-law to return from the country of Moab,  
for she had heard in the fields of Moab that the LORD had visited  
his people and  
given them food. (bread)  

So she set out from the place where she was with her two daughters-in-law, and they went on the way to return 
to the land of Judah. 

 
B) Naomi’s First Speech:  Return Home                1:8-9a 
 

But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law,  
 

“Go, return each of you to her mother's house.    (God’s Blessings to Marry) 
 May the LORD deal kindly with you,     (God’s Blessings to Them) 

as you have dealt with the dead and with me.   (God’s Blessings From Them) 
 The LORD grant that you may find rest,     (God’s Blessings to Them) 
each of you in the house of her husband!”     (God’s Blessings of Family) 

 
C) Both Daughters-in-law Agree to Go with Naomi:                   1:9b-10 
 

Then she kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and wept.  
And they said to her, “No, we will return with you to your people.” 

 
D) Naomi’s Second Speech: No Hope of Marriage              1:11-13 
 

But Naomi said, “Turn back, my daughters;  
why will you go with me?  
Have I yet sons in my womb that they may become your husbands?  

 
Turn back, my daughters; go your way, for I am too old to have a husband.  

If I should say I have hope, even if I should have a husband this night and should bear sons, 
would you therefore wait till they were grown?  
Would you therefore refrain from marrying?  

 
No, my daughters,  

for it is exceedingly bitter to me for your sake  
that the hand of the LORD has gone out against me.” 

 



 4 

C1)  One Daughter-in-law Agrees to Go with Naomi; One Agrees to Stay in Moab:           1:14 
 

Then they lifted up their voices and wept again.  
And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law,  
but Ruth clung to her. 

 
B1)   Naomi’s Third Speech: Return Home                  1:15 
 

 And she said,  
“See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and  
to her gods;  
return after your sister-in-law.” 

 
A1)   Climactic Conclusion:  Ruth Blesses Naomi                    1:16-19a 
 

But Ruth said,  
 

“Do not urge me to leave you or to return from following you.  
For where you go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge.  

Your people shall be my people, and your God my God.  
Where you die I will die, and there will I be buried.  

May the LORD do so to me and more also if anything but death parts me from you.”  
 
And when Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, she said no more.  
So the two of them went on until they came to Bethlehem.  

 
 

C   Return to Bethlehem in Emptiness and Hopelessness   1:19b-22 
 
A) Narrative: Arrival of the Two Women in Bethlehem                  1:19b 
 

And when they came to Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred because of them.  
 

B)   Dialogue Between Naomi and the Townspeople                1:19c-21 
 

And the women said,  
“Is this Naomi?”  

 
She said to them,  

• “Do not call me Naomi; call me Mara, for the Almighty has dealt very bitterly with me.  
• I went away full, and the LORD has brought me back empty.  
• Why call me Naomi, when the LORD has testified against me and the Almighty has brought 

calamity upon me?” 
 
A1)  Narrative: Arrival of the two Women in Bethlehem                1:22 
 

So Naomi returned, and Ruth the Moabite her daughter-in-law with her, who returned from the country of 
Moab.  
And they came to Bethlehem at the beginning of barley harvest. 

 
 
 


