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Responding to Redemption 
Ruth 3:1-18 / September 14, 2019 

 
Preparing for Redemption:   Confession and Repentance    Ruth 1 
Finding Redemption:     Grace and Mercy       Ruth 2 
Responding to Redemption:   Surrender and Humility     Ruth 3 

 
 

C1  Ruth’s Appeal at the Threshing Floor and her Return to Bethlehem in Fullness and Hope  3:1-18 
 
A)  Naomi’s Instructions to Ruth at their Home: Preparations for the Kinsman Redeemer     3:1-5 
 

Then Naomi her mother-in-law said to her,  
“My daughter, should I not seek rest for you, that it may be well with you?  
Is not Boaz our relative, with whose young women you were?  
See, he is winnowing barley tonight at the threshing floor.  

1. Wash therefore and anoint yourself, and  
2. put on your cloak and  
3. go down to the threshing floor, but  
4. do not make yourself known to the man until he has finished eating and drinking.  
5. But when he lies down, observe the place where he lies.  
6. Then go and uncover his feet and lie down, and he will tell you what to do.”  

And she replied,  
“All that you say I will do.” 
 

The Anointing of Jesus 
One of the Pharisees asked him to eat with him, and he went into the Pharisee's house and reclined at table. And behold, a woman of the 
city, who was a sinner, when she learned that he was reclining at table in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of ointment, 
and standing behind him at his feet, weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head and 
kissed his feet and anointed them with the ointment.  
 
Now when the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and 
what sort of woman this is who is touching him, for she is a sinner.” And Jesus answering said to him, “Simon, I have something to say to 
you.” And he answered, “Say it, Teacher.” 
 
“A certain moneylender had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. When they could not pay, he cancelled the 
debt of both. Now which of them will love him more?” Simon answered, “The one, I suppose, for whom he cancelled the larger debt.” 
And he said to him, “You have judged rightly.”  
 
Then turning toward the woman he said to Simon, “Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave me no water for my feet, 
but she has wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. You gave me no kiss, but from the time I came in she has not 
ceased to kiss my feet. You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with ointment.  
 
Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.” And he said 
to her, “Your sins are forgiven.” Then those who were at table with him began to say among themselves, “Who is this, who even 
forgives sins?” And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” (Luke 7:36-50) 

 
B)  Ruth Leaves Naomi and goes to the Threshing Floor: Faithful Obedience to the Kinsman Redeemer     3:6-7 
 

So she went down to the threshing floor and did just as her mother-in-law had commanded her. And when 
Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart was merry, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of grain. Then 
she came softly and uncovered his feet and lay down. 
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C)  Boaz Awakens and Finds Ruth Lying at his Feet: Humble Greeting of the Kinsman Redeemer     3:8-9 
 

At midnight the man was startled and turned over, and behold, a woman lay at his feet! He said,  
“Who are you?”  
And she answered,  

1. “I am Ruth, your servant.  
2. Spread your wings over your servant,  
3. for you are a redeemer.” 

 
Acknowledging The Salvation of the Lord 

 
JOSEPH:  

But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not 
fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his 
name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:20-21) 

 
APOSTLES:  

And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but he was asleep. And they 
went and woke him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing.” And he said to them, “Why are you afraid, O you of little faith?” Then 
he rose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm. (Matthew 8:24-26) 

 
PETER:  

And Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the 
boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink he cried out, 
“Lord, save me.”  Jesus immediately reached out his hand and took hold of him, saying to him, “O you of little faith, why did you 
doubt?” And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased. (Matthew 14:28-32) 

 
SINFUL WOMAN:  

Therefore I tell you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven—for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little, loves little.” And he 
said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”  Then those who were at table with him began to say among themselves, “Who is this, who 
even forgives sins?” And he said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you; go in peace.” (Luke 7:47-50) 

 
ZACCHAEUS:  

And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of 
anything, I restore it fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. For 
the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” (Luke 19:8-10) 

 
CRIMINAL ON THE CROSS:  

But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?  And we indeed 
justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done nothing wrong.” And he said, “Jesus, remember me 
when you come into your kingdom.” And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:40-
43) 

 
3000 JEWS:  

Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?”  
And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom 
the Lord our God calls to himself.” And with many other words he bore witness and continued to exhort them, saying, “Save 
yourselves from this crooked generation.”  So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about 
three thousand souls. (Acts 2:37-41) 

 
ROMAN JAILER AND HIS FAMILY:  

And the jailer called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas. Then he brought them out 
and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 
household.” (Acts 16:29-34) 

 
ALL BELIEVERS:  

But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because, 
if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. For the Scripture says, “Everyone 
who believes in him will not be put to shame.” For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, 
bestowing his riches on all who call on him. For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” (Romans 10:8-13) 
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D)  Boaz Accepts her Proposal: Blessing, Promise, and Redemption by the Kinsman Redeemer     3:10-13 
 

And he said,  
1.  “May you be blessed by the LORD,  
2. my daughter.  
3. You have made this last kindness greater than the first in that you have not gone after young men, whether 

poor or rich.  
 

BLESSINGS OF REDEMPTION 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 
1. even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him.  
2. In love  he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of 

his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.  
3. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he 

lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight  
4. making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to 

unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 
5. In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who works all things according to 

the counsel of his will, so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory.  
6. In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised 

Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. (Ephesians 1:3-14) 
 

1. And now, my daughter, do not fear.  
2. I will do for you all that you ask, for all my fellow townsmen know that you are a worthy woman.  
3. And now it is true that I am a redeemer. Yet there is a redeemer nearer than I.  (Isaiah 41:13-14) 

 
PROMISE OF REDEMPTION 

Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by what is called the circumcision, which is 
made in the flesh by hands— remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel 
and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far 
off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his 
flesh the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing the law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that he might create in himself one 
new man in place of the two, so making peace, and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the 
hostility. And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. For through him we both have 
access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members 
of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the 
whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place 
for God by the Spirit. (Ephesians 2:11-22) 

 
1. Remain tonight, and in the morning, if he will redeem you, good; let him do it.  
2. But if he is not willing to redeem you, then, as the LORD lives, I will redeem you.  
3. Lie down until the morning.” 

 
PLAN OF REDEMPTION 

Of this gospel I was made a minister according to the gift of God's grace, which was given me by the working of his power. To me, though 
I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to bring to light 
for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, who created all things, so that through the church the manifold 
wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. This was according to the eternal purpose 
that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through our faith in him. So I ask you 
not to lose heart over what I am suffering for you, which is your glory. (Ephesians 3:7-13) 

 
C1)  Boaz and Ruth Awaken with Ruth Lying at his Feet: Protection and Provisions by the Kinsman Redeemer   3:14-15c 
 

So she lay at his feet until the morning, but arose before one could recognize another. And he said,  
“Let it not be known that the woman came to the threshing floor.”  
And he said,  
“Bring the garment you are wearing and hold it out.”  
So she held it, and he measured out six measures of barley and put it on her. 
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B1)  Ruth Leaves the Threshing Floor & Goes Back to Naomi: Faithful Obedience Rewarded by the Kinsman Redeemer 3:15d-17 
 

Then she went into the city. And when she came to her mother-in-law, she said,  
“How did you fare, my daughter?”  
Then she told her all that the man had done for her, saying,  
“These six measures of barley he gave to me, for he said to me, ‘You must not go back empty-handed to your 
mother-in-law.’” 

 
A1)  Naomi’s Optimistic Instructions to Ruth at Their Home: Promise of Future Redemption by the Kinsman Redeemer   3:18 
 

She replied,  
“Wait, my daughter, until you learn how the matter turns out, for the man will not rest but will settle the matter 
today.” 

 
 

Parable of the Soils: A Picture of Ruth 
 

And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, he said, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the 
kingdom of God, but for others they are in parables, so that seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.” 
Now the parable is this:  
 

PASSAGE COMMENTARY 
The seed is the word of God. The ones along the 
path are those who have heard; then the devil 
comes and takes away the word from their hearts, 
so that they may not believe and be saved.  

HARD SOIL: Ruth hears the word of God from Naomi and her 
husband, Mahlon, yet after ten years, Ruth leaves her culture, 
language, and religion to follow Naomi to serve the God of Israel. The 
Word of God is not taken away from Ruth.  
 

And the ones on the rock are those who, when 
they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these 
have no root; they believe for a while, and in time 
of testing fall away.  

ROCKY SOIL: Ruth hears the word of God from Naomi and Mahlon, 
but after ten years of having no children and losing her husband, 
Ruth experienced her testing of faith. Yet, Ruth did not fall away; she 
follows Naomi to Israel.  
  

And as for what fell among the thorns, they are 
those who hear, but as they go on their way they 
are choked by the cares and riches and pleasures 
of life, and their fruit does not mature.  
 

THORNY SOIL: When Ruth returned, Ruth did not focus on getting 
married to a younger man to take care of her. She did not abandon 
her faith in order to pursue younger men to provide for her.  
 

As for that in the good soil, they are those who,  
1. hearing the word,  
2. hold it fast  
3. in an honest and good heart, and  
4. bear fruit  
5. with patience. (Like 8:9-15)  

GOOD SOIL:  
1. Ruth heard the word of God from Naomi for ten years. When she 

came back, she continued to listen. Boaz didn’t redeem her 
immediately upon coming back. Ruth had to continue to work in 
the fields from morning to night. 

2. Ruth remained faithful to Naomi and her God despite the lost of 
her husband, culture, language, and religion.  

3. Ruth was honest in her promise to follow Naomi and Ruth 
remained good to Naomi. 

4. Ruth bears fruit with the birth of Obed, the grandfather of King 
David. 

5. Ruth waited 10 years in Moab, was patient during the barley and 
wheat harvest, and waited upon Boaz.  

 
 
 

 
 


