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Our Ministry: Living Sacrifices of Offering our Spiritual Gifts 
Romans 12:3-8 / June 22, 2019 

 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the 
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
(Romans 12:1-2) 
 

Five Major Offerings 
 
Burnt Offerings: “It is a burnt offering, a food offering with a 
pleasing aroma to the Lord” (Lev 1:17b)   

• Prayers of petition or praise    
• Animal burned; skin kept by the priest 
• Male animal with no blemish 
• The presenter kills the animal 
• Priest sprinkles the blood on the altar 
• Priest cuts the animal into pieces 
• Priest keeps the skins 
• Present bull, sheep, goat, turtledoves, or pigeons  
• Leviticus 1; 6:8-13 

 
Grain Offerings: “A food offering with a pleasing aroma to the Lord” 
(Lev 2:2b)   

• Mirrors the offering it accompanies  
• Fine flour, oil, frankincense, salt 
• Offered with burnt offering or peace offering 
• Partially burned, Remaining offering given to the priest 
• Leviticus 2; 6:14-23 

 
Peace Offerings: “It is a food offering with a pleasing aroma to the 
Lord”  (Lev 3:5)   

• Fellowship with the Lord 
• Male or female anima without blemish 
• Presenter kills the animal 
• Priest throws the blood on the altar 
• Remove the fat, kidneys, liver to burn on the altar 
• Present a bull, sheep or goat 
• Priest may eat of the meat; various rules for eating 
• Leviticus 3; 7:11-36 

 
Sin Offerings: “And the priest shall burn it on the altar for a pleasing 
aroma to the Lord”  (Lev 4:31)   

• Atonement of committed sin or unintentional sin 
• Presenters are priests and the people 
• Different practices for different sins 
• Fat, kidneys, liver removed and burned 
• Blood sprinkled on various places 
• Skins of the sacrifice burned up outside the camp 
• Present bull, female lamb, two turtledoves or two pigeons, 

or ephah of flour 
• Priest may eat of the meat          
• Leviticus 4:1-5:13; 6:24-30 

 
Guilt Offerings   

• Atonement of committed sin; a variety of more serious sins 
• Present a male ram without blemish 
• Priest may eat of the meat     
• Leviticus 5:14-6:7; 7:1-10 
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Calendar of Public Sacrifices 
(ESV Study Bible; page 310) 

 
Occasion Passage Bulls Rams Lambs Goats 

Every Day / 12 months / 30 days a month Num 28:3-8  2 / 720  
Sabbath  / 7th day of the week Num 28:9-10  2 / 104  
First Day of the Month / 12 months Num 28:11-15 2 / 24 1 / 12 7 / 84 1 / 12 
Feast of Unleavened Bread / 7 days / 15th-21st days of 1st month Num 28:17-25 2 / 14 1/ 7 7 / 49 1 / 7 
Feast of Pentecost / 1st day of 3rd month  Num 28:26-31 2 1 7 1 
Feast of Trumpet / 1st day of the 7th Month Num 29:1-6 1 1 7 1 
Feast of the Day of Atonement / 10th day of the 7th month Num 29:7-11 1 1 7 1 
Feast of Booths / 15th-22nd day of 7th month Num 29:12-38  
1st Day  13 2 14 1 
2nd Day  12 2 14 1 
3rd Day  11 2 14 1 
4th Day  10 2 14 1 
5th Day  9 2 14 1 
6th Day  8 2 14 1 
7th Day  7 2 14 1 
8th Day  1 1 7 1 
Total Per Year  113 37 1083 30 

 
THESIS: The Ministry of Grace: Living Sacrifice of Offering Spiritual Gifts (Romans 12:3) 
 
 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you  
 
How Not To Think:     
 not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think,  
 
How To Think:      
 but to think with sober judgment,  
 
How To Assess Our Thinking: Saving Faith  
 each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. (12:3) 
 
ILLUSTRATION:  (Romans 12:4-5) 
 
 How To Assess Our Thinking: Grace Gifts 
 

One Body:   For as in one body  
Many Members:  we have many members, and the members  
Many Gifts:   do not all have the same function,  
Many Members:  so we, though many,  
 
One Body:   are one body in Christ, and individually  
Many Members:  members one of another.  
Many Gifts:    Having gifts that differ according to the grace  
Many Members:  given to us, let us use them:  (12:4-5) 
 

APPLICATION: Present your Spiritual Gifts as a Living Sacrifice  (Romans 12:6-8) 
 

1. if prophecy, in proportion to our faith;   
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Prophecy: “to speak before” (propheteia) 
The divine enablement to reveal truth and proclaim in a timely and relevant manner for understanding, correction, 
repentance, or edification. Able to expose sin or deception to bring reconciliation, to speak a timely word from God causing 
conviction, repentance, and edification, and able to warn of God’s immediate or future judgment. (Rom 12:6; I Cor 12:10,28; 
13:2,11; II Peter 1:19-21) 
 

2. if service, in our serving;    
Service:  “to serve, to minister” (diakonia) 
The divine enablement to accomplish practical and necessary tasks which free-up, support, and meet the needs of others. 
Able to see tangible and practical things to be done and enjoy doing them, and able to meet everyday needs to help others 
fulfill their call. (Rom 12:6; Acts 6:1-4; Rom 16:1-2) 
 

3. the one who teaches, in his teaching;   
Teaching: “to instruct” (didasko) 
The divine enablement to understand, clearly explain, and apply the word of God, causing greater Christ-likeness in others. 
Able to communicate biblical truth and leads to obedience, to challenge others with practical application, and to present the 
whole counsel of God. (Rom 12:7; I Cor 12:28-29; Acts 18:24-28; I Tim 2;2) 
 

4. the one who exhorts, in his exhortation;   
Encouragement: “to come along side of” (parakaleo) 
The devine enablement to present trust as to strengthen, comfort, or urge to action those who are discouraged and wavering 
in their faith. Able to motivate others to growth by applying biblical truth. (Rom 12:8; Acts 11:22-24; Acts 15:30-32) 

 
5. the one who contributes, in generosity;  

Giving:  “to give part of, to share” (metadidomi) 
The divine enablement to contribute money and resources to the work of the Lord with cheerfulness and liberality. Able to 
manage their finances and limit their lifestyle to give graciously, to support the gospel with sacrificial giving, and to encourage 
others to give generously. (Rom 12:8; 2 Cor 6:8; Luke 21:1-4) 
 

6. the one who leads, with zeal;   
Leadership:  “to stand before” (proistemi) 
The divine enablement to cast vision, motivate, and direct people to accomplish the purposes of God. Able to provide 
direction, motivate, and model the purposes and the will of God to the body of Christ. (Rom 12:8; Heb 13:17; Luke 22:25-
26) 
 

7. the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. (12:6-8) 
 Mercy:  “to have compassion” (eleeo) 

The divine enablement to cheerfully and practically help those who are suffering or are in need. Able to alleviate the sources 
of pain or discomfort in suffering people, express love and grace to the lonely, the forgotten, and the repentant believer. 
(Rom 12:8; Matt 5:7; Mark 10:46-52) 

 
Spiritual Gifts: I Corinthians 12:1-13:13 

 
1. SPIRITUAL GIFTS ARE TO BE UNDERSTOOD AND USED BY ALL CHRISTIANS   (12:1-3) 
2. SPIRITUAL GIFTS ALL ORIGINATE FROM THE ONE TRIUNE GOD     (12:4-6) 
3. SPIRITUAL GIFTS ARE DIVERSE IN FORM BUT UNIFIED IN FUNCTION    (12:7-11)  
4. SPIRITUAL GIFTS ARE GIVEN DIFFERENTLY YET EQUALLY TO ALL CHRISTIANS   (12:12-26) 
5. SPIRITUAL GIFTS ARE NOT ALL GIVEN TO EVERY CHRISTIAN      (12:27-31) 
6. SPIRITUAL GIFTS ARE BEST USED IN AN ATTITUDE AND PRACTICE OF LOVE   (13:1-8b) 
7. SPIRITUAL GIFTS ARE TEMPORARY AND NOT ETERNAL        (13:8b-13) 

 
 

Spiritual Gifts of the Son  (Ephesians 4:11-16) 
 

Apostleship: “to be sent with a message” (apostolos) 
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The divine ability to start and oversee the development of new churches or ministry structures. Able to adapt to different 
surroundings by being culturally sensitive with a desire to reach unreached people groups. (This gift is different from the office of 
an apostle, given to the original 12 Disciples of Christ and to those who witnessed the resurrected Jesus)  (I Cor 12:28-29; Eph 
4:11-12; Romans 1:5) 

 
 Prophecy: “to speak before” (propheteia) 

The divine enablement to reveal truth and proclaim in a timely and relevant manner for understanding, correction, repentance, or 
edification. Able to expose sin or deception to bring reconciliation, to speak a timely word from God causing conviction, 
repentance, and edification, and able to warn of God’s immediate or future judgment. (Rom 12:6; I Cor 12:10,28; 13:2,11; II Peter 
1:19-21) 

 
 Evangelism: “to bring good news” (euangelistes) 

The divine enablement to effectively communicate the gospel to unbelievers so they respond in faith and move toward 
discipleship. Able to communicate the gospel message with clarity and conviction, to challenge unbelievers to faith, and to adapt 
their presentation of the gospel to connect with the unbeliever’s needs. (Eph 4:11; Acts 8:26-40; Luke 19:1-10) 

 
 Shepherding: “to shepherd a flock” (poimen) 

The divine enablement to nurture, care for, and guide people toward spiritual maturity and discipleship. Able to nurture the whole 
person, provide guidance and oversight to others, model the life of a disciple, and maintain long-term relationships of love and 
trust. (Eph 4:11-12; I Peter 5:1-4; John 10:1-18) 

 
 Teaching: “to instruct” (didasko) 

The divine enablement to understand, clearly explain, and apply the word of God, causing greater Christ-likeness in others. Able 
to communicate biblical truth and leads to obedience, to challenge others with practical application, and to present the whole 
counsel of God. (Rom 12:7; I Cor 12:28-29; Acts 18:24-28; I Tim 2;2) 

 
 

Spiritual Gifts of the Spirit (I Corinthians 12:7-11) 
  

Wisdom: “to appThe divine enablement to apply spiritual truth effectively to meet a specific situation. Able to focus on the 
unseen consequences in determining the next steps, to provide divinely given solutions, and to hear the Sprit provide direction for 
God’s will. (I Cor 12:8; James 3:13-18; I Cor 2:3-14; Jer 9:23-24) 

 
Knowledge: “to understand, to know, to recognize” (gnosis) 

The divine enablement to bring truth to the body of Christ through a revelation or biblical insight. Able to receive the truth of the 
scriptures for insight and understanding, and able to gain knowledge not attained by natural observations. (I Cor 12:8; Mark 2:6-8; 
John 1:45-50) 

 
 Faith: “to trust, to have confidence, to believe” (pistis) 

The divine enablement to act on God’s promises with confidence and unwavering belief in God’s ability to fulfill his purposes. 
Able to act in confidence of God’s ability to overcome obstacles, and to inspire others to do the same. (I Cor 12:9; 13:2, Heb 
11:1; Rom 4:18-21) 

 
 Healings: “to cure, to restore to physical health” (iama) 

The divine enablement to be God’s means for restoring people to wholeness. Able to demonstrate the power of God by bringing 
restoration to the sick and diseased, and to authenticate a message from God through a supernatural healing. (I Cor 12:9, 28,30; 
Acts 3:1-16; Mark 2:1-12) 

 
 Miracles: “to do powerful deeds” (energema + dynamis) 

The divine enablement to authenticate the ministry and message of God through supernatural interventions that glorifies God. 
Able to express the message of God with power, and to point people to God through the miracle. (I Cor 12:10, 28-29; John 2:1-
11; Luke 5:1-11) 

 
 Prophecy: “to speak before” (propheteia) 

The divine enablement to reveal truth and proclaim in a timely and relevant manner for understanding, correction, repentance, or 
edification. Able to expose sin or deception to bring reconciliation, to speak a timely word from God causing conviction, 
repentance, and edification, and able to warn of God’s immediate or future judgment. (Rom 12:6; I Cor 12:10,28; 13:2,11; II Peter 
1:19-21) 
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 Discernment: “to separate or make a distinction”(diakrisis) 

The divine enablement to distinguish between truth and error. It is able to discern the spirits, differentiating between good and 
evil, right and wrong. It can identify deception in others, determine if a message from God is authentic, and recognize 
inconsistencies in a teaching or prophetic message. (I Cor 12:10; Acts 5:1-4; Matt 16:21-23) 

 
 Tongues: “tongue, language” (glossa) 

The divine enablement to speak, worship, or pray in an unknown language. Able to communicate the gospel to others in their 
own language, to worship in an unknown language, and to share a message of God through an interpreter. (I Cor 12:10, 28-30; 
13:1; 14:1-33; Acts 2:1-11) 

 
 Interpretation: “to translate, to interpret” (hermeneia) 

The divine enablement to make know to the body of Christ the message of one who is speaking in tongues. Able to glorify God 
and edify the body of Christ by interpreting an unlearned language and communicating that message to the body. (I Cor 12:10; 
14:5, 26-28) 

 
 Administration:  “to pilot or steer a ship”  (kybernesis) 

The divine enablement to understand what makes an organization function, and the special ability to plan and execute procedures 
that accomplish the goals of the ministry. Able to create order out of organizational chaos and manage a variety of responsibilities 
to accomplish a task. (I Cor 12:28; Acts 6:1-7)  


