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The	  Measure	  of	  a	  Church	  
	  

Introduction	  
	   A)	  What	  Are	  You	  Thankful	  For	  About	  Your	  Church?	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  B)	  	  What	  Do	  You	  Pray	  About	  For	  Your	  Church?	  
	  
1. Church	  in	  Thessalonica	  (51-‐52	  A.D)	  

We give thanks to God always for all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, remembering before our God and 
Father your 	  
• (Faith) work of faith and  
• (Love) labor of love and  
• (Hope) steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.  
For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our gospel came to you not only in word, but also 
in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among you for 
your sake. And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word in much affliction, with the joy of 
the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.  
• (Faith) For not only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and Achaia, but your faith in 

God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not say anything.  
• (Love) For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and  
• (Faith) how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, and  
• (Hope) to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to 

come.  (1 Thessalonians 1:2-10 ESV) 
 
We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers, as is right,  
• (Faith) because your faith is growing abundantly, and  
• (Love) the love of every one of you for one another is increasing.  
• (Hope) Therefore we ourselves boast about you in the churches of God for your steadfastness and faith in all your 

persecutions and in the afflictions that you are enduring. (2 Thessalonians 1:3-4 ESV) 
	  
2. Church	  in	  Colossae	  (60-‐62	  A.D.)	  

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, since  
• (Faith) we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and  
• (Love) of the love that you have for all the saints,  
• (Hope) because of the hope laid up for you in heaven.  
Of this you have heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel, which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world it 
is bearing fruit and increasing—as it also does among you, since the day you heard it and understood the grace of God in 
truth, just as you learned it from Epaphras our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful minister of Christ on your behalf 
and has made known to us your love in the Spirit. (Colossians 1:3-8 ESV) 

 
3. Church	  in	  Ephesus	  (60-‐62	  A.D.)	  

For this reason,  
• (Faith) because I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and  
• (Love) your love toward all the saints,  
I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father 
of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts 
enlightened, that  
• (Hope) you may know what is the hope to which he has called you,   
• (Love) what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, and  
• (Faith) what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great 

might that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this 
age but also in the one to come. And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the 
church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. (Ephesians 1:15-23 ESV) 
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Church	  in	  Ephesus	  (94-‐96	  A.D.)	  
“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write: ‘The words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand, who walks 
among the seven golden lampstands. 
• (Faith) “‘I know your works, your toil and  
• (Hope) your patient endurance, and how you cannot bear with those who are evil, but have tested those who call 

themselves apostles and are not, and found them to be false. I know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my 
name's sake, and you have not grown weary.  

• (Love) But I have this against you,that you have abandoned the love you had at first. Remember therefore from where 
you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from 
its place, unless you repent. Yet this you have: you hate the works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. He who has 
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who conquers I will grant to eat of the tree of life, 
which is in the paradise of God.’ (Revelation 2:1-7 ESV) 

 
4. Church	  in	  Philippi	  (60-‐62	  A.D)	  

I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 
because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. And I am sure of this, that he who began a good 
work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to feel this way about you all, because I 
hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and 
confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus.  
And it is my prayer  
• (Love) that your love may abound more and more,  
• (Faith) with knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve what is excellent, and  
• (Hope) so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus 

Christ, to the glory and praise of God. (Philippians 1:3-11 ESV) 
 
5. Church	  in	  Rome	  (56	  A.D.)	  

First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you,  
• (Faith) because your faith is proclaimed in all the world.  (Romans 1:8-15 ESV) 

 
6. Church	  in	  Corinth	  (55-‐56	  A.D.)	  

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus,  
• (Faith/Love) that in every way you were enriched in him in all speech and all knowledge—even as the testimony about 

Christ was confirmed among you—so that you are not lacking in any gift,  
• (Hope) as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
(1 Corinthians 1:4-9 ESV) 

 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us 
in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we 
ourselves are comforted by God. For as we share abundantly in Christ's sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly 
in comfort too. If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; and if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, 
which you experience when you patiently endure the same sufferings that we suffer.  
• (Hope) Our hope for you is unshaken, for we know that as you share in our sufferings, you will also share in our 

comfort.  
For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the affliction we experienced in Asia. For we were so utterly 
burdened beyond our strength that we despaired of life itself. Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of death. 
But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who raises the dead. He delivered us from such a deadly peril, 
and he will deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will deliver us again. You also must help us by prayer, so that 
many will give thanks on our behalf for the blessing granted us through the prayers of many. (2 Corinthians 1:3-11 ESV) 
 

7. Churches	  in	  Galatia	  (49-‐50	  A.D.)	  
I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a 
different gospel—not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of 
Christ. But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, 
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let him be accursed. As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the 
one you received, let him be accursed. For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to 
please man? If I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ. (Galatians 1:6-10 ESV) 

 
8. Churches	  in	  Pontus,	  Galatia,	  Cappadoica,	  Asia,	  Bithynia	  (65-‐67	  A.D.)	  

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy,  
• (Hope) he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to 

an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you,  
• (Faith) who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.  
In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, so that the tested 
genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in 
praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do 
not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the outcome 
of your faith, the salvation of your souls. (1 Peter 1:3-9 ESV) 

 
His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called 
us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through 
them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of 
sinful desire. For this very reason,  
• (Faith) make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-

control, and  
• (Hope) self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness,  
• (Love) and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.  
For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was 
cleansed from his former sins. Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to confirm your calling and election, for if you 
practice these qualities you will never fall. For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. (2 Peter 1:3-11 ESV) 

 
9. Church	  in	  Smyrna	  (94-‐96	  A.D.)	  

“And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write: ‘The words of the first and the last, who died and came to life. 
• (Hope) “‘I know your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the slander of those who say that they are 

Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to 
throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and for ten days you will have tribulation. Be faithful unto 
death, and I will give you the crown of life. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The 
one who conquers will not be hurt by the second death.’ 

 
10. Church	  in	  Pergamum	  (94-‐96	  A.D.)	  

“And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: ‘The words of him who has the sharp two-edged sword. 
“‘I know where you dwell, where Satan's throne is.  
• (Hope) Yet you hold fast my name, and you did not deny my faith even in the days of Antipas my faithful witness, 

who was killed among you, where Satan dwells.  
• (Faith/Love) But I have a few things against you: you have some there who hold the teaching of Balaam, who taught 

Balak to put a stumbling block before the sons of Israel, so that they might eat food sacrificed to idols and practice 
sexual immorality. So also you have some who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. Therefore repent. If not, I will 
come to you soon and war against them with the sword of my mouth. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit 
says to the churches. To the one who conquers I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a white 
stone, with a new name written on the stone that no one knows except the one who receives it.’ 

 
11. Church	  in	  Thyatira	  (94-‐96	  A.D.)	  

“And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write: ‘The words of the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and 
whose feet are like burnished bronze. 
• (Love) “‘I know your works, your love  
• (Faith) and faith and service and  
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• (Hope) patient endurance, and that your latter works exceed the first.  
• (Faith/Love) But I have this against you, that you tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess and is 

teaching and seducing my servants to practice sexual immorality and to eat food sacrificed to idols. I gave her time to 
repent, but she refuses to repent of her sexual immorality. Behold, I will throw her onto a sickbed, and those who 
commit adultery with her I will throw into great tribulation, unless they repent of her works, and I will strike her 
children dead. And all the churches will know that I am he who searches mind and heart, and I will give to each of 
you according to your works.  

• (Hope) But to the rest of you in Thyatira, who do not hold this teaching, who have not learned what some call the 
deep things of Satan, to you I say, I do not lay on you any other burden. Only hold fast what you have until I come. 
The one who conquers and who keeps my works until the end, to him I will give authority over the nations, and he 
will rule them with a rod of iron, as when earthen pots are broken in pieces, even as I myself have received authority 
from my Father. And I will give him the morning star. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches.’ (Revelation 2 ESV) 

 
12. Church	  in	  Sardis	  (94-‐96	  A.D.)	  

“And to the angel of the church in Sardis write: ‘The words of him who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. 
• (Faith/Love)“‘I know your works. You have the reputation of being alive, but you are dead. Wake up, and strengthen 

what remains and is about to die, for I have not found your works complete in the sight of my God. Remember, then, 
what you received and heard. Keep it, and repent. If you will not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not 
know at what hour I will come against you.  

• (Faith/Love) Yet you have still a few names in Sardis, people who have not soiled their garments, and they will walk 
with me in white, for they are worthy. The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and I will never 
blot his name out of the book of life. I will confess his name before my Father and before his angels. He who has an 
ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’ 

 
13. Church	  in	  Philadelphia	  (94-‐96	  A.D.)	  

“And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: ‘The words of the holy one, the true one, who has the key of David, 
who opens and no one will shut, who shuts and no one opens. 
• (Faith/Love) “‘I know your works. Behold, I have set before you an open door, which no one is able to shut. I know 

that you have but little power, and yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name. Behold, I will make 
those of the synagogue of Satan who say that they are Jews and are not, but lie—behold, I will make them come and 
bow down before your feet, and they will learn that I have loved you.  

• (Hope) Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, I will keep you from the hour of trial that is 
coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell on the earth. I am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that 
no one may seize your crown. The one who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God. Never shall 
he go out of it, and I will write on him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, 
which comes down from my God out of heaven, and my own new name. He who has an ear, let him hear what the 
Spirit says to the churches.’ 

 
14. Church	  in	  Laodicea	  

“And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: ‘The words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning 
of God's creation. 
• (Faith/Love) “‘I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot! So, because 

you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth. For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, 
and I need nothing, not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. I counsel you to buy from me 
gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself and the shame of 
your nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you may see. Those whom I love, I reprove 
and discipline, so be zealous and repent.  

Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with 
him, and he with me. The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and sat 
down with my Father on his throne. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’” (Revelation 3 
ESV) 


