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Tale of Two Kingdoms 
1 Peter 2:9-25 / Feb 6, 2021 

 
 

Citizens of God’s Kingdom (2:9-10)  
     
But you are  
1. a chosen race,      (Unified Ethnicity) 
2. a royal priesthood,    (Unified Religion) 
3. a holy nation,      (Unified Citizenship) 
4. a people for God’s possession, (Unified Culture) 
 
 
PURPOSE: so that you may proclaim the virtues of the 
one who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light,   
who once were not a people, / but now are the 
 people of God,  
the ones who were not shown mercy, / but now are 
 shown mercy. (I Peter 2:9-10, Lexham English Bible) 

Citizens of Human Kingdoms (2:11-12)  
     
Dear friends, I urge you as foreigners and temporary 
residents  
1. to abstain from fleshly desires which wage war 

against your* soul,  
2. maintaining your good conduct among the 

Gentiles,  
 

PURPOSE: so that in the things in which they slander 
you as evildoers, by seeing your good deeds they may 
glorify God on the day of visitation.  

 
(I Peter 2:11-12, Lexham English Bible) 

 
Literary Outline of Human Relationships 

 
A)  Political Relationships: Kings         2:13-17 

B)   Social-Economic Relationships: Slaves     2:18-21a 

C)    Model Relationship: Jesus Christ     2:21b-25 

B1)   Family Relationships: Wives and Husbands    3:1-7 

A1)  Non-Christian Relationships: Everyone      3:8-12 
 
Example 1: How to Live Within the Political World: Kings  (I Peter 2:13-17, Lexham English Bible) 
 
 Conduct: 
 Subject yourselves  

1. to every human authority for the sake of the Lord,    
2. whether to a king as having supreme authority, or  
3. to governors as those sent out by him for the punishment of those who do evil and the praise of those who 

do good.  
 

Examples: God and the Nation of Israel 
Then Yahweh said to Samuel, “Listen to the voice of the people concerning all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but 
they have rejected me from being king over them. Like all the deeds they have done from the day I brought them up from Egypt until this 
day, they have forsaken me and have served other gods—so they are doing to you also. And so then, listen to their voice. However, you 
must earnestly warn them; you must explain to them the custom of the king who will rule over them.” (I Samuel 8:7-9, Lexham English 
Bible) 

 
Examples: Jesus and Caesar 

And after he arrived at the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came up to him while he was teaching, saying, “By what 
authority are you doing these things? And who gave you this authority?” And they answered and said to Jesus, “We do not know.” And 
he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. (Matthew 21:23-27, Lexham English Bible) 
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Then the Pharisees went and consulted so that they could entrap him with a statement. And they sent their disciples to him with the 
Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are truthful and teach the way of God in truth, and you do not care what anyone thinks, 
because you do not regard the opinion of people.  Therefore tell us what you think. Is it permitted to pay taxes to Caesar or not?”  
But because he knew their maliciousness, Jesus said, “Hypocrites! Why are you testing me?  Show me the coin for the tax!” So they 
brought him a denarius.  
And he said to them, “Whose image and inscription is this?”  
They said to him, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Therefore give to Caesar the things of Caesar, and to God the things of God!” And 
when they heard this, they were astonished, and they left him and went away. (Matthew 22:15-22, Lexham English Bible) 

  
Examples: Jesus and Pilate 

So when Pilate heard this statement, he was even more afraid, and he entered into the governor’s residence again and said to Jesus, 
“Where are you from?”  
But Jesus did not give him an answer.  
So Pilate said to him, “Will you not speak to me? Do you not know that I have authority to release you, and I have authority to crucify 
you?”  
Jesus replied to him, “You would not have any authority over me unless it was given to you from above. For this reason the one who 
handed me over to you has greater sin.” (John 19:8-11, Lexham English Bible) 

 
 Why:  
 For the will of God is as follows: by* doing good to silence the ignorance of foolish people.  
 
 How: 
 Live as free persons, and  
  not using your* freedom as a covering for evil,  
 but as slaves of God.  

 
“Why Let My People Go?” Freed to Serve 

 Moses’ Call 
1. And they will listen to your voice, and you and the elders of Israel shall go to the king of Egypt and say to him, ‘The LORD, the God of 

the Hebrews, has met with us; and now, please let us go a three days’ journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the 
LORD our God.’  (Exodus 3:18-21, ESV) 

 
2. And the LORD said to Moses, “When you go back to Egypt, see that you do before Pharaoh all the miracles that I have put in your 

power. But I will harden his heart, so that he will not let the people go. Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the LORD, Israel is 
my firstborn son, and I say to you, “Let my son go that he may serve me.” If you refuse to let him go, behold, I will kill your firstborn 
son.’” (Exodus 4:21-23, ESV) 

 
 Plague 1: Blood 
3. And you must say to him, ‘Yahweh, the God of the Hebrews, has sent me to you, saying, “Release my people that they may serve 

me in the desert, and, look, you have not listened until now.” (Exodus 7:16-18, Lexham English Bible) 
 
 Plague 2: Frogs 
4. And Yahweh said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh, and say to him, ‘Thus says Yahweh, “Release my people so that they may serve me.” 

And if you are refusing to release, look, I am going to plague all of your territory with frogs. (Exodus 8:1-4, Lexham English Bible) 
 
5. And Pharaoh called Moses and Aaron and said, “Pray to Yahweh, and let him remove the frogs from me and from my people, and let 

me release the people so that they can sacrifice to Yahweh.” (Exodus 8:8, Lexham English Bible) 
 
 Plague 4: Flies 
6. And Yahweh said to Moses, “Start early in the morning and stand before Pharaoh. Look, he is going out to the water, and you must 

say to him, ‘Thus says Yahweh, “Release my people so that they may serve me.” (Exodus 8:20-21, Lexham English Bible) 
 
7. And Pharaoh said, “I myself will release you, and you will sacrifice to Yahweh your God in the desert. Only surely you must not go 

far. Pray for me.” And Moses said, “Look, I am going out from you, and I will pray to Yahweh so that the flies depart from Pharaoh, 
from his servants, and from his people tomorrow. Only let not Pharaoh again deceive us by not releasing the people to sacrifice to 
Yahweh.”(Exodus 8:28-29, Lexham English Bible) 

 
 
 
Plague 5: Livestock Plague 

8. And Yahweh said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh and say to him, ‘Thus says Yahweh, the God of the Hebrews, “Release my people so that 
they may serve me.” (Exodus 9:1-3, Lexham English Bible) 
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 Plague 7: Hail and Rain 
9. And Yahweh said to Moses, “Start early in the morning and stand before Pharaoh. Look, he is going out to the water, and you must 

say to him, ‘Thus says Yahweh, the God of the Hebrews, “Release my people so that they may serve me. (Exodus 9:13, Lexahm 
English Bible) 

 
Plague 8: Locusts 

10. And Moses and Aaron came to Pharaoh, and they said to him, “Thus says Yahweh, the God of the Hebrews, ‘Until when will you 
refuse to submit before me? Release my people so that they may serve me. But if you are refusing to release my people, look, I am 
about to bring locusts into your territory tomorrow. (Exodus 10:3-4, Lexham English Bible) 

 
 Plague 9: Darkness 
11. And Pharaoh called Moses and said, “Go, serve Yahweh. Only your sheep and goats and your cattle must be left behind. Your 

dependents may also go with you.” (Exodus 10:24, Lexham English Bible) 
 
 Plague 10: Death of Eldest Male 
12. And Yahweh spoke to Moses, saying, “Consecrate to me every firstborn, the first offspring of every womb among the Israelites, 

among humans and among domestic animals; it belongs to me.” And Moses said to the people, “Remember this day when you 
went out from Egypt, from a house of slaves, because with strength of hand Yahweh brought you out from here, and food with 
yeast will not be eaten. Today you are going out in the month of Abib. And when Yahweh brings you to the land of the Canaanites 
and the Hittites and the Amorites and the Hivites and the Jebusites—which he swore to your ancestors to give to you, a land 
flowing with milk and honey—you will perform this service in this month. (Exodus 13:1-5, Lexham English Bible) 
 

Freed to Serve: Romans 
What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace? May it never be! Do you not know that to whomever you 
present yourselves as slaves for obedience, you are slaves to whomever you obey, whether sin, leading to death, or obedience, leading to 
righteousness?  
But thanks be to God that you were slaves of sin, but you have obeyed from the heart the pattern of teaching to which you were 
entrusted, and having been set free from sin, you became enslaved to righteousness. (I am speaking in human terms because of the 
weakness of your flesh.) For just as you presented your members as slaves to immorality and lawlessness, leading to lawlessness, so now 
present your members as slaves to righteousness, leading to sanctification.  For when you were slaves of sin, you were free with respect 
to righteousness. (Romans 6:15-20, Lexham English Bible)  

 
 Summary: 
 Honor all people,        (Citizens of the Political Community) 
  love the community of believers,   (Citizens of the Spiritual Community) 
  fear God,         (Authority of the Spiritual Community) 
 honor the king.        (Authority of the Political Community) 
 
Example 2: How to Live Within the Social-Economic World: Slaves   (I Peter 2:18-21a) 
 
 Conduct: 

Domestic slaves,  
 be subject to your* masters with all respect, not only to those who are good and gentle, but also to those 
 who are unjust.  
 

 Why:  
For this finds favor, if because of consciousness of God someone endures sorrows while* suffering unjustly.  
 
 For what credit is it if, when you* sin and are beaten for it, you endure?  
 
But if you endure when you* do good and suffer for it, this finds favor with God.  
For to this you were called,  
 

Philemon: Example for Servants and Masters 
Therefore, although I have great confidence in Christ to order you to do what is proper, instead I appeal to you because of love, since I 
am such a one as Paul, now an old man and also a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you concerning my child whom I became the 
father of during my imprisonment, Onesimus.  
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Once he was useless to you, but now he is useful to you and to me, whom I have sent back to you himself, that is, my heart, whom I 
wanted to keep with me, in order that he might serve me on behalf of you during my imprisonment for the gospel.  
But apart from your consent, I wanted to do nothing, in order that your good deed might be not as according to necessity, but according 
to your own free will. For perhaps because of this, he was separated from you for a time, in order that you might have him back forever, 
no longer as a slave, but more than a slave, a beloved brother, especially to me, but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the 
Lord. (Philemon 8-16, Lexham English Bible) 

 
Example 3: How to Live within All Relationships: Jesus Christ  (I Peter 2:21b-25) 
 

because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his footsteps,  
 
Perfection of Jesus: Do Not Sin in the midst of your Trials  (2:22) 
• who did not commit sin,                Isaiah 53:9 

• nor was deceit found in his mouth,  
 
 Submission of Jesus: Submit to Jesus in the midst of your Trials  (2:23) 

• who when he* was reviled, did not revile in return;         Isaiah 53:7 

• when* suffering, he did not threaten,  
• but entrusted himself to the one who judges justly,  

 
 Sacrifice of Jesus: Identify with Jesus’ Suffering  in the midst of your Trials  (2:24) 

• who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree,         Isaiah 53:4 

• so that we may die to sins and live to righteousness,  
• by whose wounds you were healed.             Isaiah 53:5 

 
 Love of Jesus: Follow Jesus as your Shepherd in the midst of your Trials  (2:25) 

• For you were going astray like sheep, but  
• you have turned back now to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.    Isaiah 53:6 

 
Suffering Servant: Isaiah 

1. However, he was the one who lifted up our sicknesses, / and he carried our pain, 
2. yet we ourselves assumed him stricken, / struck down by God and afflicted. (53:4) 
3. But he was pierced because of our transgressions, / crushed because of our iniquities; 
4. the chastisement for our peace was upon him, / and by his wounds we were healed. (53:5) 
5. All of us have wandered about like sheep; / we each have turned to his own way; 
6. and Yahweh let fall on him / the iniquity of us all. (53:6) 
7. He was oppressed and afflicted, / yet he did not open his mouth; 
8. he was brought like a lamb to the slaughter, / and like a sheep is dumb before its shearers, 
9. so he did not open his mouth. (53:7) 
10. He was taken by restraint of justice, / and who concerned himself with his generation? 
11. For he was cut off from the land of the living; / he received a blow because of the transgression of my people. 
12. He made his grave with the wicked, / and with the rich in his death, 
13. although he had done no violence, / and there was no deceit in his mouth.  (53:9) 
14. Yet Yahweh was pleased to crush him; / he made him sick. 
15. If she places his life a guilt offering, /  he will see offspring. 
16. He will prolong days, / and the will of Yahweh will succeed in his hand. 
17. From the trouble of his life he will see; / he will be satisfied. 
18. In his knowledge, the righteous one, my servant, shall declare many righteous, / and he is the one who will bear  their iniquities. 
19. Therefore, I will divide to him a portion among the many, / and with the strong ones he will divide bounty, 
20. because he poured his life out to death / and was counted with the transgressors; 
21. and he was the one who bore the sin of many /  and will intercede for the transgressors.  (Isaiah 53:4-12,  Lexham English Bible) 


