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Tale of Two Kingdoms: Slavery and Freedom 
I Peter 2:18-25 / February 13, 2021 

 
Declaration of Independence (July 4, 1776):  

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.–That to secure these rights, Governments are 
instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, –That whenever any Form of Government becomes 
destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on 
such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.  

 
Constitution (September 17, 1787):  

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for 
the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and 
establish this Constitution for the United States of America. (September 17, 1787) 

 
13th Amendment (December 6, 1865):  

Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist 
within the United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction. (December 6, 1865) 

 
14th Amendment (July 9, 1868):  

All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the 
State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the 
United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person 
within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. (July 9, 1868) 

 
15th Amendment (February 3, 1870):   

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, 
color, or previous condition of servitude. (February 3, 1870) 

 
19th Amendment (August 18, 1920):  

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of sex. 
(August 18, 1920) 

 
Literary Outline of Human Relationships 

 

A)  Political Relationships:    Example 1: Kings         2:13-17 

B)   Social-Economic Relationships: Example 2: Slaves        2:18-21a 

C)    Model Relationship:   Example 3: Jesus Christ      2:21b-25 

B1)   Family Relationships:    Example 4: Wives and Husbands    3:1-7 

A1)  Non-Christian Relationships:   Example 5: Everyone       3:8-12 

 
 
Example 2: How to Live Within the Social-Economic World: Slaves   (I Peter 2:18-21a) 
 
Conduct: 

Domestic slaves,  
  be subject to your* masters  
  with all respect,  
  not only to those who are good and gentle,  
  but also to those who are unjust.  
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Slavery in the Roman World 

 
Slavery, that is complete mastery (dominium) of one individual over another, was so imbedded in Roman culture that slaves became almost 
invisible and there was certainly no feeling of injustice in this situation on the part of the rulers. 
 
Slaves were the lowest class of society and even freed criminals had more rights. Slaves had no rights at all in fact and certainly no legal status 
or individuality. They could not create relations or families, nor could they own property. To all intents and purposes they were merely the 
property of a particular owner, just like any other piece of property - a building, a chair or a vase - the only difference was that they could 
speak. The only time there was anywhere near equality for all persons in Roman society was during the Saturnalia festival when, for a few 
days only, slaves were given some freedoms usually denied them. 
 
Freedom could be granted by the owner but in most cases was actually bought by the slaves themselves, allowing the owner to replenish his 
workforce. 
 
Undoubtedly, the most famous examples of such uprisings were those led by Eunus in Sicily in 135 BCE and Spartacus in southern Italy in 73 
BCE but slaves could protest against their lot in life in much more subtle ways such as working more slowly, stealing, truancy, and sabotage. 
We have no records from the viewpoint of slaves themselves but it is not difficult to imagine that, faced with the personal risks to oneself and 
the relations one might have developed, there was not much a slave could do to change their lot other than hope that one day freedom could 
be legitimately won.  (https://www.ancient.eu/article/629/slavery-in-the-roman-world/) 

 
Slavery in the Nation of Israel 

 
Prohibitions 
1. Kidnap or sell a Jew into slavery   Ex 21:16 
2. Kill or injure a slave     Ex 21:20 
3. Force a slave to work on the Sabbath   Ex 23:12 
4. Have sex with another man’s slave  Lev19:20 
5. Return an escaped slave to the master  Dt 23:15 
6. Rule over the slave with severity   Lev 25:39-

43 
7. Slander a slave        Ex 23:1-3 
8. Exploit and steal from a slave   Lev 19:13-14 
9. Show injustice      Lev 19:15 

10. Charge interest on the loan    Ex 22:25  
Commandments 
11. Treat the slave like a brother   Lev 25:39-43   
12. Free the slave on the 7th year    Ex 21:2 
13. Pamper the slave      Pr 29:21 
14. Allow a slave to stay with the master Ex 23:5-6 
15. Redeem the master’s daughter   Ex 21:7-11 
16. Release a slave if attacked by the master Ex 21:26-27 
17. Provide support for a freed slave  Dt 15:12-15 
18. Provide food from the fields   Lev 19:9-10 

 
 
 
Why:  

For this finds favor, if because of consciousness of God someone endures sorrows while* suffering unjustly.  
 
 For what credit is it if, when you* sin and are beaten for it, you endure?  
 
But if you endure when you* do good and suffer for it, this finds favor with God.  
 
For to this you were called,  
 

Example 3: How to Live within All Relationships: Jesus Christ  (I Peter 2:21b-25) 
 

because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his footsteps,  
 
Trial: Perfection of Jesus: Do Not Sin When Treated Unjustly  (2:22) 
• who did not commit sin,                Isaiah 53:9 

• nor was deceit found in his mouth,  
 
 Flogging: Submission of Jesus: Submit to Jesus When Treated Unjustly  (2:23) 

• who when he* was reviled, did not revile in return;         Isaiah 53:7 

• when* suffering, he did not threaten,  
• but entrusted himself to the one who judges justly,  
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 Crucifixion: Sacrifice of Jesus: Identify with Jesus’ Suffering  When Treated Unjustly  (2:24) 

• who himself bore our sins in his body on the tree,         Isaiah 53:4 

• so that we may die to sins and live to righteousness,  
• by whose wounds you were healed.             Isaiah 53:5 

 
 Love of Jesus: Continue to Follow Jesus as your Shepherd When Treated Unjustly  (2:25) 

• For you were going astray like sheep, but  
• you have turned back now to the shepherd and guardian of your souls.    Isaiah 53:6 

 
Suffering Servant: Isaiah 

 
1. However, he was the one who lifted up our sicknesses, / and he carried our pain, 
2. yet we ourselves assumed him stricken, / struck down by God and afflicted. (53:4) 
3. But he was pierced because of our transgressions, / crushed because of our iniquities; 
4. the chastisement for our peace was upon him, / and by his wounds we were healed. (53:5) 
5. All of us have wandered about like sheep; / we each have turned to his own way; 
6. and Yahweh let fall on him / the iniquity of us all. (53:6) 
7. He was oppressed and afflicted, / yet he did not open his mouth; 
8. he was brought like a lamb to the slaughter, / and like a sheep is dumb before its shearers, 
9. so he did not open his mouth. (53:7) 
10. He was taken by restraint of justice, / and who concerned himself with his generation? 
11. For he was cut off from the land of the living; / he received a blow because of the transgression of my people. 
12. He made his grave with the wicked, / and with the rich in his death, 
13. although he had done no violence, / and there was no deceit in his mouth.  (53:9) 
14. Yet Yahweh was pleased to crush him; / he made him sick. 
15. If she places his life a guilt offering, /  he will see offspring. 
16. He will prolong days, / and the will of Yahweh will succeed in his hand. 
17. From the trouble of his life he will see; / he will be satisfied. 
18. In his knowledge, the righteous one, my servant, shall declare many righteous, / and he is the one who will bear 

 their iniquities. 
19. Therefore, I will divide to him a portion among the many, / and with the strong ones he will divide bounty, 
20. because he poured his life out to death / and was counted with the transgressors; 
21. and he was the one who bore the sin of many /  and will intercede for the transgressors.  (Isaiah 53:4-12,  Lexham 

English Bible) 

 

The Case Study of Philemon and Onesimus: Political and Economic Submission 
 

Background to Philemon:   
“There were other ways to alleviate the burdens of slavery. One was to try to escape, either to return to an original 
homeland or simply to find safe refuge somewhere. Romans labelled runaway slaves 'fugitives', and as the greatest modern 
historian of ancient slavery, Moses Finley, has remarked, 'fugitive slaves are almost an obsession in the sources'. This 
suggests that the incidence of running away was always high.” 
 
“To deal with the problem, the Romans hired professional slave-catchers to hunt down runaways, and posted 
advertisements in public places giving precise descriptions of fugitives and offering rewards for their capture. Around the 
necks of slaves who were recovered they also attached iron collars, giving instructions on what to do with the slaves who 
wore them if they happened to escape again. Examples can still be seen in museums.”  
 
“Slaves, for example, might steal food or other supplies from the household. Those in positions of responsibility might 
falsify record books, and embezzle money from their owners, or arrange for their own manumission (setting free). Ordinary 
farm labourers might deliberately go slow on the job, or injure the animals they worked with to avoid work - or they might 
pretend to be ill, destroy equipment, or damage buildings. If your job was to make wine and you had to produce a certain 
quota, why not add in some sea-water to help things along? Almost any slave could play truant or simply waste time.” 
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/romans/slavery_01.shtml) 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/romans/slavery_01.shtml
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Philemon, Onesimus, and Paul: The Gospel Lived Out 
 
Paul:  (1a) 

1. Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and  
2. Timothy our brother,  

 
Philemon:  (1b-9) 

1. to Philemon, our dear friend and fellow worker, and to Apphia our sister, and to Archippus our fellow soldier, and  
2. to the church in your house.   
3. Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
4. I thank my God, always making mention of you in my prayers, because I hear about your love and faith which you have toward 

the Lord Jesus and for all the saints.  
5. I pray that the fellowship of your faith may become effective in the knowledge of every good thing that is in us for Christ.  
6. For I have great joy and encouragement from your love, because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed through you, 

brother.  
7. Therefore, although I have great confidence in Christ to order you to do what is proper, instead I appeal to you because of love, 

since I am such a one as Paul, now an old man and also a prisoner of Christ Jesus.  
 

Onesimus:  (10-13) 
1. I am appealing to you concerning my child whom I became the father of during my imprisonment, Onesimus.  
2.  Once he was useless to you, 
3.  but now he is useful to you and to me,  
4. whom I have sent back to you himself, that is, my heart,  
5. whom I wanted to keep with me, in order that he might serve me on behalf of you during my imprisonment for the gospel.   

 
Philemon:  (14-17) 

1. But apart from your consent, I wanted to do nothing, in order that your good deed might be not as according to necessity, but 
according to your own free will.  

2. For perhaps because of this, he was separated from you for a time, in order that you might have him back forever,  
3. no longer as a slave, but more than a slave, a beloved brother, especially to me,  
4. but how much more to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord. 
5. If therefore you consider me a partner, receive him as you would me.  

 
Paul:   (18-25) 

1. But if in anything he has caused you loss or owes you anything, charge this to my account.  
2. I, Paul, write this with my own hand: I will pay it back, lest I mention to you that you owe me even your very self besides.  
3. Yes, brother, I ought to have some benefit of you in the Lord; refresh my heart in Christ. 
4. Confident of your obedience, I am writing to you because I know that you will do even beyond what I say.  
5. At the same time also, prepare a guest room for me, for I hope that through your prayers I will be restored to you. 
6. Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus, greets you, and so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my fellow workers.  
7. The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. 

 

Onesimus: Repentance Philemon: Forgiveness Paul: Reconciliation 
• Slave of Philemon 
• Fugitive 
• Thief 
• Non-Christian 
• Paul’s child in the faith 
• Useful for Paul 
• Proudly loved by Paul 
• Beloved brother in Christ 
• Volunteers to return to 

Philemon 

 

• Fellow worker with Paul 
• Hosts a house church 
• Prayed for by Paul 
• Known for his Faith and Love  
• Evangelistic  
• Refreshed the faith of the believers 
• Hospitable 
• Asked to Receive Onesimus back 
• Asked to Receive Onesimus as a brother, 

not a slave 
• Asked to Receive Onesimus out of love, 

not a command 
• Asked to Receive Onesimus more than a 

brother in Christ 

• Works with Onesimus as a co-
worker 

• Works with Philemon as a co-
worker 

• Returns Onesimus at a great 
personal sacrifice 

• Does not use his Apostolic 
authority to reconcile the two 

• Asks Philemon to consider 
freeing Onesimus  

• Pays off Onesimus’ debts 
 

 


