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Enduring Suffering and Unfair Treatment as a Disciple of Jesus 
I Peter 3:13-22 / February 27, 2021 

 
 

Introduction (3:12) 
For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, 
    and his ears are open to their prayer. 
But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil. 
 

Exhortation: Do Good, Not Evil to Avoid Suffering  (3:13) 
 And who is the one who will harm you if you are a zealous adherent for what is good?  
 
But What If You Still Suffer? (3:14) 

• But even if you might suffer for the sake of righteousness,  
o you are blessed.  

• And do not be afraid of their intimidation or be disturbed,  
 

Matthew 5 
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, /  because theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you and say all kinds of evil things against you, lying on account of me.  
Rejoice and be glad, because your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets before you. (Matthew 
5:10-12, Lexham English Bible) 
 

Isaiah 8: Do Not Be Afraid of the Suffering 
And Yahweh continued to speak to me again, saying, 
“Because this people has refused the gently flowing waters of Shiloah and rejoices over Rezin and the son of Remaliah,  therefore look! 
The Lord is bringing up the waters of the great and mighty river against them, the king of Assyria and all his glory. 
And he will rise above all his channels, /  and he will flow over all his banks. 
And he will sweep into Judah; /  he will overflow and he will flood up to the neck. 
He will reach, and he will spread his wings out over your entire land, God with us.” 
Be broken, you peoples, and be dismayed. / And listen, all distant parts of the earth; 
gird yourselves and be dismayed; / gird yourselves and be dismayed! 
Make a plan, but it will be frustrated! / Speak a word, but it will not stand, / for God is with us! 
For Yahweh said this to me while his hand weighed heavily on me, / and he warned me not to walk in the way of this people, saying, 
“You must not call conspiracy everything that this people calls conspiracy,/  and you must not share its fear, and you must not be in 
dread. 
You shall regard Yahweh of hosts as holy, / and he is your fear, and he is your dread. 
And he will become like a sanctuary and a stumbling-stone, / and like a stumbling-rock for the two houses of Israel, / like a trap and a 
snare for the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
And many shall stumble among them, / and they shall fall and they shall be broken, / and they shall be ensnared and they shall be 
caught.” 
Bind up the testimony; / seal the teaching among my disciples. 
And I will wait for Yahweh, / who hides his face from the house of Jacob, 
and I will await him. 
 
Look! I and the children whom Yahweh has given to me are like signs and portents in Israel from Yahweh of hosts, the one who dwells on 
the mountain of Zion. Now if they tell you, “Consult the ghosts and the spirits, those who chirp and those who mutter. Should not a 
people consult its gods, the dead on behalf of the living, for teaching and for testimony?” surely they who speak like this have no dawn. 
And it will pass through it distressed and hungry, and this shall happen: when it is hungry, it will be enraged, and it will curse its king and 
its gods, and it will face upwar or look to the earth. But look! Distress and darkness, the gloom of affliction! And it will be thrust into 
darkness! (Isaiah 8:11-22, Lexham English Bible) 
 
But there will be no gloom for those who were in distress. 
In former times he treated the land of Zebulun and Naphtali with contempt, but in the future he will honor the way of the sea beyond the 
Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; / light has shined on those who lived in a land of darkness. 
You have made the nation numerous; / you have not made the joy great. 
They rejoice in your presence as with joy at the harvest, / as they rejoice when they divide plunder. 
For you have shattered the yoke of its burden / and the stick of its shoulder, /  the rod of its oppressor, on the day of Midian. 
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For every boot that marches and shakes the earth / and garment rolled in blood / will be for burning—fire fuel. 
For a child has been born for us; / a son has been given to us. 
And the dominion will be on his shoulder, / and his name is called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, / Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. 
His dominion will grow continually, / and to peace there will be no end 
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, /  to establish it and sustain it 
with justice and righteousness / now and forever. 
The zeal of Yahweh of hosts will do this. (Isaiah 9:1-7, Lexham Engligh Bible) 

 
Yet Still, Make a Defense for Christ In Your Suffering  (3:15-16) 

• but set Christ apart as Lord in your hearts,  
• always ready to make a defense to anyone who asks you for an accounting concerning the hope that is in 

you.  
• But do so with courtesy and respect, having a good conscience,   
so that in the things in which you are slandered, the ones who malign your good conduct in Christ may be 
 put to shame.  

 
Exhortation Repeated: Do Good, Not Evil (3:17) 
 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if God wills it, than for doing evil. 
 
Exhortation Explained: Vindication of Christ—The Righteous Will Be Saved; The Evil Will Be Judged (3:18-22) 

 
The Death, Resurrection, and Accension of Jesus 

• For Christ also suffered once for sins, / the just for the unjust, (3:18a) 
• in order that he could bring you to God, / being put to death in the flesh, /  
• but made alive in the spirit, (3:18b) 

 
Justice Carried Out: Jesus 

• in which also he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, (3:19) 
• who were formerly disobedient, when the patience of God waited in the days of Noah, while an ark was 

being constructed, in which a few—that is, eight souls—were rescued through water.  
 

Justice Carried Out: Noah 
And it happened that, when humankind began to multiply on the face of the ground, daughters were born to them. Then the sons of God 
saw the daughters of humankind, that they were beautiful. And they took for themselves wives from all that they chose.  And Yahweh 
said, “My Spirit shall not abide with humankind forever in that he is also flesh. And his days shall be one hundred and twenty years.” The 
Nephilim were upon the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God went into the daughters of humankind, and they 
bore children to them. 
And Yahweh saw that the evil of humankind was great upon the earth, and every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was always only 
evil. And Yahweh regretted that he had made humankind on the earth, and he was grieved in his heart. And Yahweh said, “I will destroy 
humankind whom I created from upon the face of the earth, from humankind, to animals, to creeping things, and to the birds of heaven, 
for I regret that I have made them.” But Noah found favor in the eyes of Yahweh. (Genesis 6:1-8, Lexham English Bible) 

Justice Carried Out: 2 Peter 
For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but held them captive in Tartarus with chains of darkness and handed them over to be 
kept for judgment,  
and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a proclaimer of righteousness, and seven others when he brought a flood on 
the world of the ungodly,  
and condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction, reducing them to ashes, having appointed them as an example for 
those who are going to be ungodly,  
and rescued righteous Lot, worn down by the way of life of lawless persons in licentiousness (for that righteous man, as he lived among 
them day after day, was tormenting his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he was seeing and hearing),  
then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials and to reserve the unrighteous to be punished at the day of judgment,  and 
especially those who go after the flesh in defiling lust and who despise authority. (2 Peter 3:4-10, Lexham English Bible) 
 

And also, corresponding to this, baptism now saves you, not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal 
to God for a good conscience through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,  
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who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, with angels and authorities and powers having 
been subjected to him. (3:20-22) 

 
Justice Carried Out: 2 Peter 

For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but held them captive in Tartarus with chains of darkness and handed them over to be 
kept for judgment,  
and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a proclaimer of righteousness, and seven others when he brought a flood on 
the world of the ungodly,  
and condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction, reducing them to ashes, having appointed them as an example for 
those who are going to be ungodly,  
and rescued righteous Lot, worn down by the way of life of lawless persons in licentiousness (for that righteous man, as he lived among 
them day after day, was tormenting his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he was seeing and hearing),  
then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials and to reserve the unrighteous to be punished at the day of judgment,  and 
especially those who go after the flesh in defiling lust and who despise authority. (2 Peter 3:4-10, Lexham English Bible) 

 
 

Summary: Advice to Christian Teenagers: 
1) I will not conform to the sinful habits of my peers and friends 
2) I will remain faithful to the teachings of Jesus by living faithfully and obediently 
3) I will endure lonely nights and few friends 
4) I will find my friends in those who seek, with me, to be obedient 
5) I will look forward to the day when God shows that faithfulness rather than acceptance is the truer virtue. 

 


