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How to Live with Suffering 
I Peter 4:12-19 / March 13, 2021 

 
1. Expect Suffering  (4:12) 

Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, when it takes place to test you, as if 
something strange were happening to you.  

 
Three Tests in Three Deserts  

1. NO WATER: And Moses caused Israel to set out from the Red Sea, and they went out into the desert of Shur, and they traveled three 
days in the desert, and they did not find water. And they came to Marah, and they were not able to drink water from Marah because it 
was bitter. Therefore it was named Marah.  
And the people grumbled against Moses, saying, “What shall we drink?”  
And he cried out to Yahweh, and Yahweh showed him a piece of wood, and he threw it into the water, and the water became sweet.  
There he made a rule and regulation for them, and there he tested them. 
And he said, “If you carefully listen to the voice of Yahweh your God and you do what is right in his eyes and give heed to his 
commands and you keep all his rules, then I will not bring about on you any of the diseases that I brought about on Egypt, because I 
am Yahweh your healer. 
And they came to Elim, and twelve springs of water and seventy palm trees were there, and they encamped there at the water. (Exodus 
15:22-27, Lexham English Bible)  
 

2. NO FOOD: And they set out from Elim, and all the community of the Israelites came to the desert of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, 
in the fifteenth day of the second month of their going out from the land of Egypt.  
And all the community of the Israelites grumbled against Moses and against Aaron in the desert.  
And the Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of Yahweh in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat, when 
we ate bread until we were full, because you have brought us out to this desert to kill all of this assembly with hunger.”  
And Yahweh said to Moses, “Look, I am going to rain down for you bread from the heavens, and the people will go out and gather 
enough for the day on its day; in that way I will test them: Will they go according to my law or not? And then on the sixth day, they will 
prepare what they bring, and it will be twice over what they will gather every other day.” (Exodus 16:1-5, Lexham English Bible)  
 

3. NO WATER: And all the community of the Israelites set out from the desert of Sin for their journeys according to the command of 
Yahweh, and they camped in Rephidim, and there was no water for the people to drink.  
And the people quarreled with Moses, and they said, “Give us water so that we can drink.”  
And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test Yahweh?”  
And the people thirsted for water, and the people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why ever did you bring us up from Egypt to kill me 
and my sons and my cattle with thirst?” 
And Moses cried out to Yahweh, saying, “What will I do with this people? A little longer and they will stone me.”  
And Yahweh said to Moses, “Go on before the people and take with you some from the elders of Israel, and the staff with which you 
struck the Nile take in your hand, and go.  Look, I will be standing before you there on the rock in Horeb, and you will strike the rock, 
and water will come out from it, and the people will drink.” 
And Moses did so before the eyes of the elders of Israel. And he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah because of the quarrel 
of the Israelites and because of their testing Yahweh by saying, “Is Yahweh in our midst or not?” (Exodus 17:1-7, Lexham English Bible)  

 
2.   Rejoice in Jesus’ Return  (4:13) 

But to the degree that you share in the sufferings of Christ, rejoice, so that also at the revelation of his glory 
you may rejoice and be glad.  

 
And when they had brought them, they made them stand in the Sanhedrin, and the high priest put a question to them, saying, “We 
strictly commanded you not to teach in this name? And behold, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching! And you are intending to 
bring upon us the blood of this man!”  
 
But Peter and the apostles answered and said, “It is necessary to obey God rather than men!  
The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. This one God has exalted to his right hand as Leader 
and Savior to grant repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.  
And we are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.”  
 
Now when they heard this, they were infuriated, and were wanting to execute them. But a certain man stood up in the Sanhedrin, a 
Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law respected by all the people, and gave orders to put the men outside for a short time. And 
he said to them, “Men and Israelites, take care for yourselves what you are about to do to these men! For before these days, Theudas 
rose up saying he was somebody. A number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was executed, and all who followed him were 
dispersed and came to nothing. After this man, Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the census and caused people to follow him in 
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revolt. And that one perished, and all who followed him were scattered. And now I tell you, keep away from these men, and leave them 
alone, because if this plan or this matter is from people, it will be overthrown. But if it is from God, you will not be able to overthrow 
them, lest you even be found fighting against God.” So they were persuaded by him.  
 
And they summoned the apostles, beat them, commanded them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and released them.  
So they went out from the presence of the Sanhedrin rejoicing, because they had been considered worthy to be dishonored for the 
sake of the name.  
Every day, both in the temple courts and from house to house, they did not stop teaching and proclaiming the good news that the Christ 
was Jesus. (Acts 5:27-42, Lexham English Bible) 

 
3.   Recognize the Spirit’s Blessings (4:14) 

If you are reviled on account of the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God 
rests on you.  

 
Blessing of God’s Spirit on Isaiah 

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, and in his hand was a hot coal he had taken from the altar with tongs. 
And he touched my mouth, and he said, “Look! This has touched your lips / and has removed your guilt, / and your sin is annulled.” 
Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? / And who will go for us?” 
And I said, “I am here! / Send me!” 
And he said, “Go and say to this people, 

‘Keep on listening and do not comprehend! / And keep on looking and do not understand!’ 
Make the heart of this people insensitive, / and make its ears unresponsive, / and shut its eyes 
so that it may not look with its eyes / and listen with its ears / and comprehend with its mind / and turn back, and it may be 
healed for him.” 

Then I said, “Until when, Lord?” 
And he said, 

“Until the cities lie wasted without inhabitant, / and houses without people, / and the land is ruined and a waste, 
and Yahweh sends the people far away, / and the abandonment is great in the midst of the land. 
And even if only a tenth part remain, again she will be destroyed / like a terebinth or like an oak, / which although felled, a tree 
stump remains in them. 
The seed of holiness will be her tree stump.” (Isaiah 6:6-13, Lexham English Bible)  

 
4.   Do not Suffer for Sinning (4:15) 

By all means do not let anyone of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler.  
 

Israelites Suffer For Idolatry  
“You shall not make for yourself a divine image with any form that is in the heavens above or that is in the earth below or that is in the 
water below the earth. You will not bow down to them, and you will not serve them, because I am Yahweh your God, a jealous God, 
punishing the guilt of the parents on the children on the third and on the fourth generations of those hating me, and showing loyal love 
to thousands of generations of those loving me and of those keeping my commandments. (Exodus 19:4-6, Lexham English Bible)  
 
And the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, and the people gathered opposite Aaron, and they said to 
him, “Come, make for us gods who will go before us, because this Moses, the man who brought us up from the land of Egypt, we do 
not know what has become of him.” (Exodus 32:1, Lexham English Bible)  
 
And Moses saw the people, that they were running wild because Aaron had allowed them to run wild, for a laughingstock among their 
enemies.  
And Moses stood at the entrance of the camp, and he said, “Whoever is for Yahweh, to me.” And all the sons of Levi were gathered to 
him.  
And he said to them, “Thus says Yahweh, the God of Israel, ‘Put each his sword on his side. Go back and forth from gate to gate in the 
camp, and kill, each his brother and each his friend and each his close relative.’”  
And the sons of Levi did according to the word of Moses, and from the people on that day about three thousand persons fell.  
And Moses said, “You are ordained today for Yahweh, because each has been against his son and against his brother and so bringing on 
you today a blessing.” (Exodus 32:25-29, Lexham English Bible) 
 
 

5.   Glorify God  (4:16) 
But if someone suffers as a Christian, he must not be ashamed, but must glorify God with this name.  
 

Stephen Glorifies God  
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Now when they heard these things, they were infuriated in their hearts and gnashed their teeth at him.  
But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, looked intently into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.  
And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!”  
But crying out with a loud voice, they stopped their ears and rushed at him with one purpose. And after they had driven him out of the 
city, they began to stone him, and the witnesses laid aside their cloaks at the feet of a young man named Saul. And they kept on stoning 
Stephen as he was calling out and saying, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!” And falling to his knees, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, 
do not hold this sin against them!” And after he said this, he fell asleep. (Acts 7:54-60, Lexham English Bible) 

 
6.   Endure Until the Final Judgment  (4:17-18) 

For it is the time for the judgment to begin out from the household of God.  
But if it begins out from us first, what will be the outcome for those who are disobedient to the gospel of 
God?  
And if the righteous are saved with difficulty, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?  

 
John the Baptist’s Message of Judgment 

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “Offspring of vipers! Who warned you to 
flee from the coming wrath? Therefore produce fruit worthy of repentance! And do not think to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as 
father.’ For I say to you that God is able to raise up children for Abraham from these stones! Already now the ax is positioned at the root 
of the trees; therefore every tree not producing good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. I baptize you with water for repentance, 
but the one who comes after me is more powerful than I am, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire. His winnowing shovel is in his hand, and he will clean out his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the 
storehouse, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” (Matthew 3:7-12, Lexham English Bible) 

 
7.   Commit to Doing Good  (4:19) 

So then also those who suffer according to the will of God must entrust their souls to a faithful Creator in 
doing good. 
 

Jesus’ Commitment in Suffering 
And by this time it was about the sixth hour, and  
darkness came over the whole land until the ninth hour  because the light of the sun failed.  
And the curtain of the temple was torn apart down the middle.  
And Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I entrust my spirit!” And after he said this, he expired. (Luke 23:44-
46,Lexham English Bible) 
 


