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GOD BE BLESSED: The Light of the Gospel   (Part 3)  
I Peter 1:10-12 / January 16, 2021 

 
  GOD BE BLESSED: Why? 
  
  The Grace of God’s Blessings (I Peter 1:3-5) 

1. Great Mercy 
2. New Birth 
3. Living Hope 
4. Resurrected Jesus 
5. Heavenly Inheritance 
6. Powerful Protection 
 

  The Joy of God’s Blessings (I Peter 1:6-9) 
1. Great Joy 
2. Temporary Trials 
3. Faith Testing 
4. Glorious Praise 
5. Faithful Love 
6. Eternal Salvation 

 
THE LIGHT OF GOD’S BLESSINGS  (1:10-12) 

 
1. PROPHETS’ MISSION:  Concerning this salvation, the prophets who prophesied about the grace meant for  you  

     sought and made careful inquiry,  
        

PROPHETS THROUGHOUT OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY 
 
Creation Period    
 Adam   Genesis 1-4 
 Enoch   Jude 14 
  
Flood Period 
 Noah   Genesis 6-9 
 
Patriarchal Period    
 Abraham   Genesis 20:7 
 Isaac    Psalm 105:13-15 
 Jacob   Psalm 105:13-15 
 Joseph   Psalm 105:13-15 
 
Exodus Period 
 Moses   Deuteronomy 18:15-16 
  
Conquest Period 
 Joshua    Joshua 1:1-9 
 
Judges Period     
 Deborah   Judges 4:4-5 
 
United Kingdom Period   
 Samuel   I Samuel 3:19-21 
 David   Acts 2:29-31 
 Nathan   2 Samuel 7:1-2 
 
 

Divided Kingdom of Israel Period   
 Elijah   I Kings 18:36 
 Elisha   I Kings 19:16 
 Amos   Amos 1:1  
 Jonah   Jonah 1:1 
 Hosea   Hosea 1:1  
 
Divided Kingdom of Judah Period 
 Obadiah   Obadiah 1:1 
 Joel    Joel 1:1 
 Isaiah   Isaiah 6:1-13 
 Micah   Micah 1:1 
 Jeremiah   Jeremiah 1:1-2 
 Zephaniah  Zephaniah 1:1   
 Nahum   Nahum 1:1 
 Habakkuk Habakkuk 1:1 
 
Exile Period 
 Ezekiel   Ezekiel 1:1-3 
 Daniel   Daniel 1:1-7 
 
Restoration Period 
 Ezra    Ezra 7:1-6 
 Nehemiah  Nehemiah 2:18 
 Haggai   Haggai 1:1 
 Zechariah  Zechariah 1:1 
 Malachi   Malachi 1:1 
 
Messianic Period 
 John the Baptist Matthew 11:9-10 

 
2. PROPHETS’ MEANS:  investigating for what person or which time the Spirit of Christ in them was indicating  

        
DAVID 

Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all the young men here?”  
And he said, “The youngest still remains, but look, he is shepherding the flock.”  
And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for we cannot sit down until he comes here.”  
So he sent and brought him. Now he was ruddy with beautiful eyes and of handsome appearance.  
And Yahweh said, “Arise, anoint him, for this is he.”   
So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers.  
Then the Spirit of Yahweh rushed upon David from that day on. Then Samuel got up and went to Ramah. (I Samuel 16:11-13, LEB 
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3. PROPHETS’ FOCUS: when he testified beforehand to the sufferings with reference to Christ and the glories    
    after these things,  
        

MESSIANIC PROPHECIES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 
 
THE LAW  44 
Genesis:   20 
Exodus:   9 
Leviticus:  7 
Numbers:  3 
Deuteronomy: 5 
      
HISTORY  12   
Joshua   1 
Ruth:   1 
I Samuel   2 

2 Samuel  4 
2 Kings   1 
I Chronicles  3 
      
WISDOM  106 
Job    2 
Psalms   102 
Proverbs:  2 
Song of Songs 1 
      
PROPHETS  186 

Isaiah   125 
Jeremiah   5 

 Ezekiel   2 
 Daniel   12 
 Hosea   2 
 Joel    1 
 Jonah   1 
 Micah   3 
 Haggai   2 
 Zechariah  30 
 Malachi   3 

    
 ISAIAH.  53:2-12

For he went up like a shoot before him, 
    and like a root from dry ground. 
He had no form and no majesty that we should see him, 
    and no appearance that we should take pleasure in him. 
He was despised and rejected by men, 
    a man of suffering, and acquainted with sickness, 
and like one from whom others hide their faces, he was 
despised, 
    and we did not hold him in high regard. 
However, he was the one who lifted up our sicknesses, 
    and he carried our pain, 
yet we ourselves assumed him stricken, 
    struck down by God and afflicted. 
But he was pierced because of our transgressions, 
    crushed because of our iniquities; 
the chastisement for our peace was upon him, 
    and by his wounds we were healed. 
All of us have wandered about like sheep; 
    we each have turned to his own way; 
and Yahweh let fall on him 
    the iniquity of us all. 
He was oppressed and afflicted, 
    yet he did not open his mouth; 
he was brought like a lamb to the slaughter, 
    and like a sheep is dumb before its shearers, 
so he did not open his mouth. 

He was taken by restraint of justice, 
    and who concerned himself with his generation? 
For he was cut off from the land of the living; 
    he received a blow because of the transgression of my people. 
He made his grave with the wicked, 
    and with the rich in his death, 
although he had done no violence, 
    and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
Yet Yahweh was pleased to crush him; 
    he made him sick. 
If she places his life a guilt offering, 
    he will see offspring. 
He will prolong days, 
    and the will of Yahweh will succeed in his hand. 
From the trouble of his life he will see; 
    he will be satisfied. 
In his knowledge, the righteous one, my servant, shall declare 
many righteous, 
    and he is the one who will bear their iniquities. 
Therefore, I will divide to him a portion among the many, 
    and with the strong ones he will divide bounty, 
because he poured his life out to death 
    and was counted with the transgressors; 
and he was the one who bore the sin of many 
    and will intercede for the transgressors. (Lexham English Bible)

 
 

4. PROPHETS’ MOTIVATION  to whom it was revealed that they were serving not themselves but you with  reference   
     to the same things 
        
ABRAHAM:  Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will    
 show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a    
 blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the     
 earth shall be blessed.” So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five    
 years old when he departed from Haran. (Genesis 12:1-4. ESV) 
 
MOSES:   And the LORD said to Moses, “When you go back to Egypt, see that you do before Pharaoh all the miracles that I have    
 put in your power. But I will harden his heart, so that he will not let the people go. Then you shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus    
 says the LORD, Israel is my firstborn son, and I say to you, “Let my son go that he may serve me.” If you refuse to let    
 him go, behold, I will kill your firstborn son.’” (Exodus 4:21-23, ESV) 
 
SAMUEL:  And Samuel said to Saul, “I will not return with you. For you have rejected the word of the LORD, and the LORD has    
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 rejected you from being king over Israel.” As Samuel turned to go away, Saul seized the skirt of his robe, and it tore. And   
 Samuel said to him, “The LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from you this day and has given it to a neighbor of     
 yours, who is better than you.  And also the Glory of Israel will not lie or have regret, for he is not a man, that he should    have 
regret.” (I Samuel 15:26-29, ESV) 
 
NATHAM:  Nathan said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I    
 delivered you out of the hand of Saul. And I gave you your master’s house and your master’s wives into your arms and    
 gave you the house of Israel and of Judah. And if this were too little, I would add to you as much more. Why have you    
 despised the word of the LORD, to do what is evil in his sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword    
 and have taken his wife to be your wife and have killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. Now therefore the     
 sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised me and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to    be 
your wife.’ Thus says the LORD, ‘Behold, I will raise up evil against you out of your own house. And I will take your     wives 
before your eyes and give them to your neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight of this sun. For you    did it secretly, 
but I will do this thing before all Israel and before the sun.’” (2 Samuel 12:7-12, ESV) 
 
ELIJAH:   And at the time of the offering of the oblation, Elijah the prophet came near and said, “O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac,   
 and Israel, let it be known this day that you are God in Israel, and that I am your servant, and that I have done all these    
 things at your word. Answer me, O LORD, answer me, that this people may know that you, O LORD, are God, and     
 that you have turned their hearts back.” Then the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the burnt offering and the wood    
 and the stones and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. And when all the people saw it, they fell on    
 their faces and said, “The LORD, he is God; the LORD, he is God.” And Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal;    let 
not one of them escape.” And they seized them. And Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon and      
 slaughtered them there. (I Kings 18:36-40, ESV) 
 
JOHN::   But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers!   
  Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not presume to say to    
 yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for     
 Abraham. Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut     
 down and thrown into the fire. (Matthew 3:7-10, ESV) 

  
5. PROPHETS’ OUTCOME: which now have been announced to you through those who proclaimed the gospel    

    to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven,  
        

PETER: 1st Sermon in Acts (Jerusalem) 
JOEL:   But this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: (Acts 2:16, Lexham English Bible) 
DAVID:   For David says with reference to him,  ‘I saw the Lord before me ⌊continually⌋,  for he is at my right hand so that I   
  will  not be shaken. (Acts 2:25, Lexham English Bible) “Men and brothers, it is possible to speak with confidence to    
 you about the patriarch David, that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us until this day. (Acts 2:29,    
 Lexham English Bible) “Men and brothers, it is possible to speak with confidence to you about the patriarch David,    
 that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us until this day. Therefore, because he* was a prophet     
 and knew that God had sworn to him with an oath to seat ⌊one of his descendants⌋ on his throne, by* having     
 foreseen this,* he spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that neither was he abandoned in Hades nor did his    
 flesh experience decay. (Acts 2:29-31, Lexham English Bible) 
 

PETER: 2nd Sermon in Acts (Jerusalem) 
ABRAHM: The God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you    
 handed over and denied in the presence of Pilate, after he had decided to release him.* (Acts 3:13, Lexham English    
 Bible) 
PROPHETS: And now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, just as your rulers did also. But the things which God    
  foretold through the mouth of all the prophets, that his Christ would suffer, he has fulfilled in this way. Therefore    
 repent and turn back, so that your sins may be blotted out, 20 so that times of refreshing may come from the     
 presence of the Lord, and he may send the Christ appointed for you—Jesus, whom heaven must receive until the    
 times of the restoration of all things, about which God spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from earliest    
 times.  
MOSES:   Moses said, ‘The Lord God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers. You will listen to him in    
 everything that he says to you. And it will be that every soul who does not listen to that prophet will be      
 destroyed utterly from the people.’  
SAMUEL + And indeed, all the prophets from Samuel and all those who followed him* have spoken about and proclaimed   
  these days. You are the sons of the prophets and of the covenant that God ordained with your fathers, saying to    
 Abraham, ‘And in your offspring all the nations of the earth will be blessed.’  God, after he* had raised up his     
 servant, sent him to you first, to bless you by turning each of you back from your wickedness!”  (Acts 3:17-26, LEB)  
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STEPHEN: 3rd Sermon in Acts (Jerusalem) 
ABRAHAM: So he said, “Men—brothers and fathers—listen: The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham while he* was in   
  Mesopotamia, before he settled in Haran, and said to him, ‘Go out from your land and from your relatives and     
 come to the land that I will show you.’  (Acts 7:2-3, Lexham English Bible) 
ISSAC:  And he gave him the covenant of circumcision, and so he became the father of Isaac and circumcised him on the    
 eighth day, and Isaac did so with* Jacob, and  
JACOB:  Jacob did so with* the twelve patriarchs. And the patriarchs, because they* were jealous of Joseph, sold him* into   
  Egypt.  
JOSEPH:  And God was with him, and rescued him from all his afflictions and granted him favor and wisdom in the sight of    
 Pharaoh king of Egypt. And he appointed him ruler over Egypt and all his household. (Acts 7:8-10, Lexham English    
 Bible) 
MOSES:   At this time Moses was born, and he was beautiful to God. ⌊He⌋ was brought up for three months in his* father’s    
 house, and when* he was abandoned, the daughter of Pharaoh took him up and brought him up ⌊as her own son⌋.    
 (Acts 7:20-21, Lexham English Bible) 
AMOS:   But God turned away and gave them over to worship the host of heaven, just as it is written in the book of the    
  prophets:  ‘You did not bring offerings and sacrifices to me for forty years in the wilderness, did you,* house of     
 Israel? (Acts 7:42, Lexham English Bible) 
JOSHUA:  and which, after* receiving it* in turn, our fathers brought in with Joshua ⌊when they dispossessed the⌋ nations that    
 God drove out from the presence of our fathers, until the days of David, who found favor in the sight of God and    
 asked to find a habitation for the God of Jacob. (Acts 7:45-46, Lexham English Bible) 
SOLOMON: But Solomon built a house for him. But the Most High does not live in houses made by human hands,  
AMOS:   just as the prophet says, ‘Heaven is my throne / and earth is the footstool for my feet. /  What kind of house will you   
  / build for me, says the Lord, / or what is the place of my rest?  / Did not my hand make all these things?’ (Acts 7:47-   
 50) 
 

PHILIP: 4th Sermon in Acts (Africa)  
ISAIAH:  Now the passage of scripture that he was reading aloud was this: “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, / and   
  like a lamb before its shearer is silent, /  so he did not open his mouth. / In his* humiliation justice was taken from    
 him. / Who can describe his ⌊descendants⌋? / For his life was taken away from the earth.” And the eunuch answered   
 and* said to Philip, “I ask you, about whom does the prophet say this—about himself or about someone else?” So    
 Philip opened his mouth and beginning from this scripture, proclaimed the good news to him about Jesus. (Acts    
 8:32-35, Lexham English Bible) 
 

PAUL: 1st Sermon as Missionary to the Gentiles (Asia) 
ABRAHAM: So Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand, he said, “Israelite men, and those who fear God, listen! The God of   
  this people Israel chose our fathers and exalted the people during their stay in the land of Egypt,  
MOSES:  and with uplifted arm he led them out of it. And for a period of time of about forty years, he put up with them in the   
 wilderness. And after destroying seven nations in the land of Canaan,  
JOSHUA: he gave their land to his people as an inheritance. This took about four hundred and fifty years.  
JUDGES:  And after these things, he gave them judges  
SAMUEL: until Samuel the prophet. And then they asked for a king, and God gave them Saul son of Kish, a man from the tribe   
 of Benjamin, for forty years.  
DAVID:  And after removing him, he raised up David for their king, about whom he also said, testifying, ‘I have found David   
  the son of Jesse to be a man in accordance with my heart, who will carry out all my will.’  
PROPHETS: From the descendants of this man, according to his promise, God brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus.  
JOHN:  Before his coming John had publicly proclaimed a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. But while John   
  was completing his mission, he said, ‘What do you suppose me to be? I am not he!  
JESUS:  But behold, one is coming after me of whom I am not worthy to untie the sandals of his feet!’ (Acts 13:16-25, LEB) 
  

6. PROPHETS’ PRIVILEGE:    things into which angels desire to look. 
        

ANGEL APPEARANCES  
Hagar:   birth of Ishmael  (Genesis 16:7) 
Lot:   rescue from Sodom (Genesis 19:1) 
Abraham: sacrifice of Isaac (Genesis 22:11) 
Jacob:   dream   (Genesis 31:11) 
Moses:  burning bush  (Genesis 3:2) 

  Gideon  call of Gideon  (Judges 6:12J  
 

Elijah:  provided food   (I Kings 19:4-8) 
Assyria:  struck down 185,000 (2 Kings 19:35) 
Daniel  shut the lion’s mouth (Daniel 6:22) 
Zechariah  vision    (Zechariah 1:9) 
Joseph  multiple visions  (Matthew 1:20) 
Jesus   ministered / desert  (Matthew 4:11) 
Women  after the resurrection  (Matthew 

To me, the least of all the saints, was given this grace: to proclaim the good news of the fathomless riches of Christ to the Gentiles, and to 
enlighten everyone as to what is the administration of the mystery hidden from the ages by God, who created all things, in order that the 
many-sided wisdom of God might be made known now to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places through the church, 
according to the purpose of the ages which he carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access in confidence 
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through faith in him. (Ephesians 3:8-13, Lexham English Bible) 
GOD BE BLESSED: 

1 Sentence: 18 Clauses/Phrases / I Peter 1:3-12 
 

 Lexham English Bible My Paraphrase Vs 
Thesis Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, 
God—the father of Jesus 

Christ—was, is, and will be 
blessed, 

3a 

 

 
 
 

GRACE  
OF 

GOD’S 
BLESSINGS 

1 who according to his great mercy  who, by his mercy, 3b 
2 has caused us to be born again  gives us a new spiritual rebirth 3c 
3 to a living hope  with a living hope 3d 
4 through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead,  
because God raised Jesus from the 
dead 

3e 

5 into an inheritance imperishable and undefiled and 
unfading, reserved in heaven for you  

to give us an everlasting, perfect, and 
unchanging inheritance in heaven, 

4 

6 who are being protected by the power of God 
through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in 
the last time,  

guarded and protected by God as we 
trust by faith until Jesus returns, 

5 

 
 
 
 
 

JOY 
 OF  

GOD’S 
BLESSINGS 

7 in which you rejoice greatly, rejoicing in God’s eternal salvation 6a 
8 although now for a short time, if necessary, you are 

distressed by various trials,  

although we will be distressed with 
temporary sufferings 

6b 

9 so that the genuineness of your faith, more valuable 
than gold that is passing away, but is tested by fire,  

in order to strengthen our faith, 
more valuable than gold, 

7a 

10 may be found to result in praise and glory and honor 
at the revelation of Jesus Christ,  

to help us remain trustworthy until 
Jesus returns 

7b 

11 whom, although you have not seen, you love; in whom 
now you believe, although you do not see him, and you 
rejoice greatly with joy inexpressible and full of glory,  

as we continue to love, believe, and 
rejoice 

8 

12 obtaining the goal of your faith, the salvation of your 
souls. 

as we wait to receive the full 
blessings of God’s salvation, 

9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LIGHT  
  OF  

GOD’S 
BLESSINGS 

13 Concerning this salvation, the prophets who 
prophesied about the grace meant for you sought and 
made careful inquiry,  

knowing that the prophets of old 
spoke of God’s grace, 

10 

14 investigating for what person or which time the Spirit 
of Christ in them was indicating  

a grace looking forward to Jesus, 11a 

15 when he testified beforehand to the sufferings with 
reference to Christ and the glories after these things, 

specifically concerning His sufferings 
of the cross and His glory of the 
resurrection, 

11b 

16 to whom it was revealed that they were serving not 
themselves but you with reference to the same things 

yet these prophets, who did not 
serve themselves but who served us, 

12a 

17 which now have been announced to you through 
those who proclaimed the gospel to you by the Holy 
Spirit sent from heaven,  

revealed a gospel message fulfilled 
by Jesus’ apostles and prophets, 

12b 

18 things into which angels desire to look. a message hidden from even the 
spiritual world of angels. 

12c 

 


