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URGENCY TO HOLY LIVING 
2 Peter 1:12-21 / April 17, 2021 

 
What God Has Done for You  (1:2-4) 
 

1. God has given you grace and peace to know Jesus 
2. God has bestowed his power on you for a godly life 
3. God has called you to know his glory and nature 
4. God has imparted to you his valuable promises  
5. God has invited you to share his divine being 
6. God has rescued you from the corrupt evil of the world 

 
 
 
 
 

 
What God Has Called You to Do  (1:5-7) 
 

1. You are to place your trust in Jesus 
2. You are to develop a morally excellent character 
3. You are to grow in your understanding of God’s work of grace 
4. You are to work on self-control of your passions 
5. You are to practice steadfast endurance in your sufferings 
6. You are to develop godliness in all areas of your life 
7. You are to express a family love for your fellow believers 
8. You are to deepen your “agape” love for God with all of your 

being 
 

1. The Urgency to Pursue Holy Living   1:12-15, Lexham English Bible 
 
 Even Though We Already Know the Truth of Holy Living 

 Therefore I intend to remind you continually concerning these things, although you know them and are 
 established in the truth that you have.  

 
 Even Though Life is Short 

 But I consider it right, for as long as I am in this habitation, to stir you up by a reminder,  
 because I know that the removal of my habitation is imminent, as indeed our Lord Jesus Christ made clear 
 to me.  

  
 Even Though We Were Called to Holy Living in the Past 

And I will also make every effort that you are able at any time, after my departure, to recall these things to 
mind. 
 

Models of Last Will and Testament Speeches 
 

Jesus’ Warning of Persecution and Martyrdom  
“Therefore do not be afraid of them, because nothing is hidden that will not be revealed, and nothing secret that will not become 
known.  What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light, and what you hear in your ear, proclaim on the housetops. And do not be 
afraid of those who kill the body but are not able to kill the soul, but instead be afraid of the one who is able to destroy both soul 
and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And one of them will not fall to the ground without the knowledge and 
consent of your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all numbered! Therefore do not be afraid; you are worth more than 
many sparrows. (Matthew 10:26-31, Lexham English Bible) 
 

Jesus’ Last Words Before the Cross 
“I have said these things to you so that you will not fall away. They will expel you from the synagogue, but an hour is coming that 
everyone who kills you will think they are offering service to God. And they will do these things because they do not know the Father 
or me. But I have said these things to you so that when their hour comes, you may remember that I told you about them. (John 16:1-
4, Lexham English Bible) 

 
Jesus’ Prediction of Peter’s Death 

He said to him a third time, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was distressed because he said to him a third time, “Do you 
love me?” and he said to him, “Lord, you know everything! You know that I love you!” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep! Truly, truly 
I say to you, when you were young, you tied your clothes around yourself and walked wherever you wanted. But when you grow old, 
you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will tie you up and carry you where you do not want to go. (Now he said this to 
indicate by what kind of death he would glorify God.) And after he had said this, he said to him, “Follow me!” (John 21:17-19, 
Lexham English Bible)  

 
Paul’s Last Words Before His Arrest  
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I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. And from among you yourselves men 
will arise, speaking perversions of the truth in order to draw away the disciples after them. Therefore be on the alert, remembering 
that night and day for three years I did not stop warning each one of you with tears. (Acts 20:22-31, Lexham English Bible 
 

Paul’s Last Words Before His Martyrdom  
I solemnly charge you before God and Christ Jesus, who is going to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his 
kingdom, preach the word, be ready in season and out of season, reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all patience and instruction. For 
there will be a time when they will not put up with sound teaching, but in accordance with their own desires, they will accumulate 
for themselves teachers, because they have an insatiable curiosity, and they will turn away from the hearing of the truth, but will 
turn to myths. But you, be self-controlled in all things, bear hardship patiently, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 
For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is imminent. I have fought the good fight, I have 
completed the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, the crown of righteousness is reserved for me, that the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
will award to me on that day, and not only to me, but also to all who have loved his appearing. (2 Timothy 4:1-8, Lexham English 
Bible) 
 

 
2. The Reliable Evidence for Holy Living   2 Peter 1:16-18, Lexham English Bible) 
 

Eyewitness Evidence  
For we did not make known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ by following 
ingeniously concocted myths, but by being eyewitnesses of that one’s majesty.  
 

Peter Witnesses the Majesty of Jesus 
On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came 
and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am 
sending you.” And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, 
they are forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” (John 20:19-23, ESV) 

 
 
Baptismal Evidence  

  For he received honor and glory from God the Father when a voice such as this was brought to    
  him by the Majestic Glory, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”  
 

  Peter Witnesses the Baptism of Jesus 
The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said,  

“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks 
before me, because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him, but for this purpose I came baptizing with water, that he 
might be revealed to Israel.” And John bore witness: “I saw the Spirit descend from heaven like a dove, and it remained on 
him. I myself did not know him, but he who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit 
descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I have seen and have borne witness that this is the Son 
of God.” 

The next day again John was standing with two of his disciples, and he looked at Jesus as he walked by and said, “Behold, the Lamb 
of God!”  
The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What are 
you seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are you staying?” He said to them, “Come and you will 
see.” So they came and saw where he was staying, and they stayed with him that day, for it was about the tenth hour. One of the 
two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his own brother Simon and said 
to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ). He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon 
the son of John. You shall be called Cephas” (which means Peter). (John 1:29-42, ESV) 

 
Transfiguration Evidence  

And we ourselves heard this voice brought from heaven when we were with him on the holy mountain,  
 
Now about eight days after these sayings he took with him Peter and John and James and went up on the mountain to pray. And as 
he was praying, the appearance of his face was altered, and his clothing became dazzling white. And behold, two men were talking 
with him, Moses and Elijah, who appeared in glory and spoke of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now 
Peter and those who were with him were heavy with sleep, but when they became fully awake they saw his glory and the two men 
who stood with him. And as the men were parting from him, Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is good that we are here. Let us make 
three tents, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said. As he was saying these things, a cloud 
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came and overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they entered the cloud. And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is 
my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!” And when the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and told no 
one in those days anything of what they had seen. (Luke 9:28-36, ESV) 

 
3. The Authoritative Word of God for Holy Living   2 Peter 1:19-21 

 
  and we possess as more reliable the prophetic word,  
 

 The Illumination of the Word 
to which you do well if you pay attention to it as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns 
and the morning star rises in your hearts,  

 
 The Uniqueness of the Word 

recognizing this above all, that every prophecy of scripture does not come about from one’s own 
interpretation, for no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man,  

 
 The Supernatural Authority of the Word 

 but men carried along by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 
 

Uniqueness and Power of God’s Prophetic Word 
Abraham: Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the land that I will show you. 
And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who 
bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:1-3, Lexham 
English Bible) 
 
Moses: And now, behold, the cry of the people of Israel has come to me, and I have also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians 
oppress them. Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.” But Moses said to 
God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?” He said, “But I will be with you, and this shall 
be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this mountain.” (Exodus 
3:9-12, Lexham English Bible) 
 
Joshua: On the seventh day they rose early, at the dawn of day, and marched around the city in the same manner seven times. It was 
only on that day that they marched around the city seven times. And at the seventh time, when the priests had blown the trumpets, 
Joshua said to the people, “Shout, for the Lord has given you the city. And the city and all that is within it shall be devoted to the Lord for 
destruction. Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are with her in her house shall live, because she hid the messengers whom we sent. 
(Joshua 6:15-17, Lexham English Bible) 
 
David: Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but behold, he is keeping the 
sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and get him, for we will not sit down till he comes here.” And he sent and brought him in. Now 
he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. And the Lord said, “Arise, anoint him, for this is he.” Then Samuel took the horn 
of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the Lord rushed upon David from that day forward. And Samuel rose 
up and went to Ramah. (I Samuel 16:11-13, Lexham English Bible) 
 
Jonah: Now the word of the Lord came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, “Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it, 
for their evil has come up before me.” But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the Lord. He went down to Joppa and 
found a ship going to Tarshish. So he paid the fare and went down into it, to go with them to Tarshish, away from the presence of the 
Lord. (Jonah 1:1-3, Lexham English Bible) 
 
John the Baptist: Now John wore a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 
Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, “You brood 
of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. And do not presume to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. Even now the 
axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. (Matthew 3:4-
10, Lexham English Bible) 


