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Beware and Resist False Teachings: Wolves in Shepherds’ Clothing 
2 Peter 2:1-10a / April 24, 2021 

 
 
1. God’s Warnings of False Prophets in the Church  (2:1-3, Lexham English Bible) 
 But there were also false prophets among the people, as there will be false teachers among you also,  
 

Satan: The First False Prophet 
Imitates God’s Presence: Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the Lord God had made.    
     (Genesis 3:1, ESV)) 
Questions God’s Word:  He said to the woman, “Did God actually say,  
Distorts God’s Word:   ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” (Genesis 3:1b, ESV) 
Rejects God’s Judgment: But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die…” (Genesis 3:4, ESV) 
Replaces God’s Authority: For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing   
     good and evil.” (Genesis 3:5, ESV) 

 
Ezekiel: False Prophets 

The word of the LORD came to me:  
“Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel, who are prophesying, and say to those who  
1. prophesy from their own hearts: ‘Hear the word of the LORD!’ Thus says the Lord GOD,  
2. Woe to the foolish prophets who follow their own spirit, and have seen nothing!  
3. Your prophets have been like jackals among ruins, O Israel.  
4. You have not gone up into the breaches, or built up a wall for the house of Israel, that it might stand in battle in the day of the LORD.  
5. They have seen false visions and lying divinations.  
6. They say, ‘Declares the LORD,’ when the LORD has not sent them, and yet they expect him to fulfill their word. Have you not seen a 

false vision and uttered a lying divination, whenever you have said, ‘Declares the LORD,’ although I have not spoken?” 
 
Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: “Because you have uttered falsehood and seen lying visions, therefore behold, I am against you, 
declares the Lord GOD. My hand will be against the prophets who see false visions and who give lying divinations. They shall not be in the 
council of my people, nor be enrolled in the register of the house of Israel, nor shall they enter the land of Israel. And you shall know that 
I am the Lord GOD. Precisely because they have misled my people, saying, ‘Peace,’ when there is no peace, and because, when the 
people build a wall, these prophets smear it with whitewash, say to those who smear it with whitewash that it shall fall! There will be a 
deluge of rain, and you, O great hailstones, will fall, and a stormy wind break out. And when the wall falls, will it not be said to you, 
‘Where is the coating with which you smeared it?’  
 
Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: I will make a stormy wind break out in my wrath, and there shall be a deluge of rain in my anger, and 
great hailstones in wrath to make a full end. And I will break down the wall that you have smeared with whitewash, and bring it down to 
the ground, so that its foundation will be laid bare. When it falls, you shall perish in the midst of it, and you shall know that I am the 
LORD. Thus will I spend my wrath upon the wall and upon those who have smeared it with whitewash, and I will say to you, The wall is no 
more, nor those who smeared it, the prophets of Israel who prophesied concerning Jerusalem and saw visions of peace for her, when 
there was no peace, declares the Lord GOD. (Ezekiel 13:1-15, ESV) 
 

Jesus and False Prophets 
And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. (Matthew 24:11, ESV) 
For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if possible, even the lect. Soo, I 
have told you before-hand. (Matthew 24:24-25, ESV) 
 

Paul and False Prophets 
Now the Spirit explicitly says that in the last times some will depart from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and teachings of 
demons, by the hypocrisy of liars, who are seared in their own conscience, who forbid marrying and insist on abstaining from foods that 
God created for sharing in with thankfulness by those who believe and who know the truth, 4 because everything created by God is good 
and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with thankfulness, for it is made holy by the word of God and prayer. (I Timothy 4:1-5, 
Lexham English Bible) 

 
• Denial of the Deity of Christ: 

who will bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, thus bringing on 
themselves swift destruction.  
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Denial of the Messiah 
Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in 
heaven. On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do 
many mighty works in your name?” And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ 
(Matthew 7:21-23, ESV) 
 
Who is the liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son. No one who 
denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also. (I John 2:22-23, ESV) 

 
• Immoral Behaviors  
 And many will follow their licentious ways, because of whom the way of truth will be reviled.  
 

Sexual Immorality In the Church of Corinth 
Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole batch of dough? Clean out the old leaven in order 
that you may be a new batch of dough, just as you are unleavened. For Christ our Passover has been sacrificed. So then, let us 
celebrate the feast, not with the old leaven or with the leaven of wickedness and sinfulness, but with the unleavened bread of 
sincerity and truth. 
 
I wrote to you in the letter not to associate with sexually immoral people. By no means did I mean the sexually immoral people of 
this world or the greedy people and swindlers or idolaters, since then you would have to depart out of the world. But now I have 
written to you not to associate with any so-called brother, if he is a sexually immoral person or a greedy person or an idolater or an 
abusive person or a drunkard or a swindler—with such a person not even to eat. For what is it to me to judge those outside? Should 
you not judge those inside? But those outside God will judge. Remove the evil person from among yourselves. (I Corinthians 5:6-13, 
Lexham English Bible) 

 
• Financial Greed 

And in greediness they will exploit you with false words, whose condemnation from long ago is not idle, 
and their destruction is not asleep. 
 

Love of Money 
Teach and encourage these things. If anyone teaches other doctrine and does not devote himself to the sound words of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and the teaching that is in accordance with godliness, he is conceited, understanding nothing, but having a morbid 
interest concerning controversies and disputes about words, from which come envy, strife, slanders, evil suspicions, constant 
wrangling by people of depraved mind and deprived of the truth, who consider godliness to be a means of gain. But godliness with 
contentment is a great means of gain. For we have brought nothing into the world, so that neither can we bring anything out. But if 
we have food and clothing, with these things we will be content. But those who want to be rich fall into temptation and a trap and 
many foolish and harmful desires, which plunge those people into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all evil, by 
which some, because they desire it, have gone astray from the faith and have pierced themselves with many pains. 
(I Timothy 6:2b-10, Lexham English Bible) 

 
2.   God’s Judgement on False Prophets   (2:4-6, Lexham English Bible) 
 

• Angels (Genesis 6:1-4) 
For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but held them captive in Tartarus with chains of darkness 
and handed them over to be kept for judgment,  

 
And it happened that, when humankind began to multiply on the face of the ground, daughters were born to them. Then the sons of 
God saw the daughters of humankind, that they were beautiful. And they took for themselves wives from all that they chose. And 
Yahweh said, “My Spirit shall not abide with humankind forever in that he is also flesh. And his days shall be one hundred and 
twenty years.” The Nephilim were upon the earth in those days, and also afterward, when the sons of God went into the daughters 
of humankind, and they bore children to them. And Yahweh saw that the evil of humankind was great upon the earth, and every 
inclination of the thoughts of his heart was always only evil. (Genesis 6:1-4, Lexham English Bible) 

 
And the angels who did not stay within their own position of authority, but left their proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains 
under gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great day— (Jude 6, ESV) 
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• The Flood (Genesis 6:5-9:17) 

and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a proclaimer of righteousness, and seven others 
when he brought a flood on the world of the ungodly,  
 

And Yahweh saw that the evil of humankind was great upon the earth, and every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was always 
only evil. And Yahweh regretted that he had made humankind on the earth, and he was grieved in his heart. And Yahweh said, “I will 
destroy humankind whom I created from upon the face of the earth, from humankind, to animals, to creeping things, and to the 
birds of heaven, for I regret that I have made them.” But Noah found favor in the eyes of Yahweh. (Genesis 6:5-8, Lexham English 
Bible) 

 
Jesus and the Flood 

Just as it was in the days of Noah, so will it be in the days of the Son of Man. They were eating and drinking and marrying and being 
given in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all. (Luke 17:26-27, ESV) 

 
• Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 19:1-29) 

and condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction, reducing them to ashes, having 
appointed them as an example for those who are going to be ungodly,  

 
The Sexual Debauchery of Sodom and Gomorrah  

And the two angels came to Sodom in the evening. And Lot was sitting in the gateway of Sodom. Then Lot saw them and stood up to 
meet them. And he bowed down with his face to the ground. And he said, “Behold, my lords, please turn aside into the house of 
your servant and spend the night and wash your feet. Then you can rise early and go on your way.”  
 
And they said, “No, but we will spend the night in the square.”  
 
But he urged them strongly, and they turned aside with him and came into his house. And he made a meal for them and baked 
unleavened bread, and they ate.  
 
Before they laid down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, both young and old, all the people to the last man, surrounded the 
house.  
And they called to Lot and said to him, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us so that we may know 
them.”  
But Lot went out to them at the entrance, and he shut the door behind him. And he said, “No, my brothers, please do not do such a 
wrong thing.  
Behold, I have two daughters who have not known a man. Please, let me bring them out to you; then do to them as it seems good in 
your eyes. Only to these men do not do this thing, since they came under my roof for protection.”  
 
But they said, “Step aside!”  
Then they said, “This fellow came to dwell as a foreigner and he acts as a judge!  
Now we shall do worse to you than them!”  
And they pressed very hard against the man, against Lot, and they drew near to break the door.  
 
Then the men reached out with their hands and brought Lot in to them, into the house, and they shut the door.  
 
And the men who were at the entrance of the house they struck with blindness, both small and great, and they were unable to find 
the entrance.  
 
Then the men said to Lot, “Who is here with you? Bring out from the place your sons-in-law, and your sons and your daughters, and 
all who are with you in the city. For we are about to destroy this place, because their cry has become great before Yahweh. Yahweh 
sent us to destroy it.”  
 
Then Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law who were taking his daughters and said, “Get up! Go out from this place, because 
Yahweh is going to destroy the city!”  
 
But it seemed like a joke in the eyes of his sons-in-law.  
 
And as the dawn came up the angels urged Lot saying, “Get up, take your wife and your two daughters who are staying with you, lest 
you be destroyed with the punishment of the city.”  
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But when he lingered, the men seized him by his hand and his wife’s hand, and his two daughters by hand, on account of the mercy 
of Yahweh upon him. And they brought him out and set him outside of the city.  
 
And after bringing them outside one said, “Flee for your life; do not look behind you, and do not stand anywhere in the plain. Flee to 
the mountains lest you be destroyed.”  
 
And Lot said to them, “No, please, my lords. Behold, your servant has found favor in your eyes and you have shown me great 
kindness in saving my life. But I cannot flee to the mountains, lest the disaster overtake me and I die. Behold, this city is near enough 
to flee there, and it is a little one. Please, let me flee there. Is it not a little one? Then my life shall be saved.”  
 
And he said to him, “Behold, I will grant this favor as well; that I will not overthrow the city of which you have spoken. Escape there 
quickly, for I cannot do this thing until you get there.” Therefore, there name of the city was called Zoar. (Genesis 19:1-22, Lexham 
English Bible) 

 
Destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah 

After the sun had risen upon the earth and Lot had entered Zoar, Yahweh rained down from heaven upon Sodom and Gomorrah 
brimstone and fire from Yahweh. And he overthrew those cities and the whole plain, and the inhabitants of the cities and the 
vegetation of the ground. But his wife looked back, and she became a pillar of salt. And Abraham arose early in the morning and 
went to the place where he had stood before Yahweh. And he looked down upon the surface of Sodom and Gomorrah, and upon 
the whole surface of the land, the plain. And he saw that, behold, the smoke of the land went up like the smoke of a smelting 
furnace. (Genesis 19:23-28, Lexham English Bible)  

 
Israel and Sodom and Gomorrah 

“You know how we lived in the land of Egypt, and how we came through the midst of the nations through which you passed.  And 
you have seen their detestable things, their idols of wood and stone, of silver and gold, which were among them.  
Beware lest there be among you a man or woman or clan or tribe whose heart is turning away today from the LORD our God to 
go and serve the gods of those nations.  
Beware lest there be among you a root bearing poisonous and bitter fruit, one who, when he hears the words of this sworn 
covenant, blesses himself in his heart, saying, ‘I shall be safe, though I walk in the stubbornness of my heart.’ This will lead to the 
sweeping away of moist and dry alike.  
The LORD will not be willing to forgive him, but rather the anger of the LORD and his jealousy will smoke against that man, and the 
curses written in this book will settle upon him, and the LORD will blot out his name from under heaven.  
And the LORD will single him out from all the tribes of Israel for calamity, in accordance with all the curses of the covenant written in 
this Book of the Law.  
And the next generation, your children who rise up after you, and the foreigner who comes from a far land, will say, when they see 
the afflictions of that land and the sicknesses with which the LORD has made it sick— the whole land burned out with brimstone and 
salt, nothing sown and nothing growing, where no plant can sprout, an overthrow like that of Sodom and Gomorrah, Admah, and 
Zeboiim, which the LORD overthrew in his anger and wrath— all the nations will say, ‘Why has the LORD done thus to this land? 
What caused the heat of this great anger?’  
Then people will say, ‘It is because they abandoned the covenant of the LORD, the God of their fathers, which he made with them 
when he brought them out of the land of Egypt, and went and served other gods and worshiped them, gods whom they had not 
known and whom he had not allotted to them. Therefore the anger of the LORD was kindled against this land, bringing upon it all 
the curses written in this book, and the LORD uprooted them from their land in anger and fury and great wrath, and cast them into 
another land, as they are this day.’ (Deuteronomy 29:16-28, ESV)  (Also Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lementations, Ezekiel, Amos, Zephaniah)  

 
Jesus and Sodom and Gomorrah  

And if anyone will not receive you or listen to your words, shake off the dust from your feet when you leave that house or town. 
Truly, I say to you, it will be more bearable on the day of judgment for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah than for that town. 
(Matthew 10:14-15, ESV) 

 
And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You will be brought down to Hades. For if the mighty works done in you had 
been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. But I tell you that it will be more tolerable on the day of judgment for 
the land of Sodom than for you.” (Matthew 11:23-24, ESV) 
 
Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot—they were eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building,  but on the day 
when Lot went out from Sodom, fire and sulfur rained from heaven and destroyed them all—  so will it be on the day when the Son 
of Man is revealed.  On that day, let the one who is on the housetop, with his goods in the house, not come down to take them 
away, and likewise let the one who is in the field not turn back. Remember Lot’s wife. Whoever seeks to preserve his life will lose it, 
but whoever loses his life will keep it.  I tell you, in that night there will be two in one bed. One will be taken and the other left. There 
will be two women grinding together. One will be taken and the other left.” And they said to him, “Where, Lord?” He said to them, 
“Where the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.” (Luke 23:28-37, ESV) 
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Paul and Sodom and Gomorrah 
And Isaiah cries out concerning Israel: “Though the number of the sons of Israel be as the sand of the sea, only a remnant of them 
will be saved,  for the Lord will carry out his sentence upon the earth fully and without delay.” And as Isaiah predicted, 
“If the Lord of hosts had not left us offspring, / we would have been like Sodom / and become like Gomorrah.” (Romans 9:27-29, 
ESV) 

Jude and Sodom and Gomorrah 
just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, which likewise indulged in sexual immorality and pursued unnatural desire, 
serve as an example by undergoing a punishment of eternal fire. (Jude 7) 

 
3.   God’s Protection from False Prophets   (2:7-10a, Lexham English Bible) 
 

• Lot Rescued  
and rescued righteous Lot, worn down by the way of life of lawless persons in licentiousness (for that 
righteous man, as he lived among them day after day, was tormenting his righteous soul by the lawless 
deeds he was seeing and hearing),  
 

Lot Blessed 
So Abram went, as the Lord had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 
And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they 
had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to the land of Canaan, Abram passed through 
the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. Then the Lord appeared to 
Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him. (Genesis 
12:4-7, ESV) 
 

Lot Rescued 
So it was that, when God destroyed the cities of the valley, God remembered Abraham and sent Lot out of the midst of the 
overthrow when he overthrew the cities in which Lot had lived. (Genesis 19:29, ESV) 

 
• The Godly Rescued 

  then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials and  
 

Apostles Rescued from Jail 
Now the high priest rose up and all those who were with him (that is, the party of the Sadducees), and they were filled with jealousy. 
And they laid hands on the apostles and put them in the public prison. But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of 
the prison and led them out and said, “Go and stand in the temple courts and proclaim to the people all the words of this life.” And 
when they heard this, they entered at daybreak into the temple courts and began teaching. (Acts 5:17-21a, Lexham English Bible) 
 

The Godly Rescued 
And the one seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things new!” And he said, “Write, because these words are faithful 
and true.” And he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the one who is thirsty I will 
give water from the spring of the water of life freely. The one who conquers will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will 
be my son. (Revelation 21:5-7, Lexham English Bible) 

 
• The Ungodly Punished 

to reserve the unrighteous to be punished at the day of judgment, and especially those who  
go after the flesh in defiling lust and  
who despise authority. 
 

The Final Judgment 
And I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies assembled to make war with the one who is seated on the horse and 
with his army. And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs before him, by which he deceived 
those who received the mark of the beast and those who had worshiped his image. The two were thrown alive into the lake of fire 
that burns with sulphur. And the rest were killed by the sword of the one who is seated on the horse—the sword that comes out of 
his mouth—and all the birds gorged themselves on their flesh. (Revelation 19:19-21, Lexham English Bible) 
But as for the cowards and unbelievers and detestable persons and murderers and sexually immoral people and sorcerers and 
idolaters and all liars, their share is in the lake that burns with fire and sulphur, which is the second death. (Revelation 21:8, Lexham 
English Bible) 


