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DONKEYS, PIGS, AND DOGS: THE PROFILE OF FALSE PROPHETS 
2 Peter 2:10b-22 / May 1, 2021 

 
FALSE PROPHETS—WOLVES IN SHEPHERDS CLOTHING—ARE: 

 
 
1. Headstrong Self-Centered Abusers           (2:10b-11,Lexham English Bible) 

Bold and arrogant, they do not tremble in awe as they blaspheme majestic beings, whereas angels, who are 
greater in strength and power, do not bring against them a demeaning judgment.  
 

 
2. Unreasonable Ignorant Animals            (2:12-13a, Lexham English Bible) 

But these persons, like irrational animals born only with natural instincts for capture and killing, 
blaspheming about things they do not understand, in their destruction will also be destroyed, being 
harmed as the wages of unrighteousness.  
 

 
3. Deceitful Enticing Revelers             (2:13b-14, Lexham English Bible) 

Considering reveling in the daytime a pleasure, they are stains and blemishes, carousing in their deceitful 
pleasures when they feast together with you, having eyes full of desire for an adulteress and unceasing 
from sin, enticing unstable persons, and having hearts trained for greediness. Accursed children!  
 

 
4. Lawless Unjust Madmen               (2:15-16, Lexham English Bible) 

By leaving the straight path, they have gone astray, because they followed the way of Balaam the son of 
Bosor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness, but received a rebuke for his own lawlessness: a speechless 
donkey, speaking with a human voice, restrained the prophet’s madness. 
 
 

5. Unstable Empty Darkness              (2:17, Lexham English Bible)   
These people are waterless springs and mists driven by a hurricane, for whom the gloom of darkness has 
been reserved.  
 

 
6. Lewed Rotten Slaves                (2:118-19, Lexham English Bible) 

For by speaking high-sounding but empty words, they entice with desires of the flesh and with 
licentiousness those who are scarcely escaping from those who live in error, promising them freedom 
although they themselves are slaves of depravity. For to whatever someone succumbs, by this he is also 
enslaved.  
 

 
7. Unholy Defiled Dogs and Pigs            (2:20-22, Lexham English Bible) 

For if, after they have escaped from the defilements of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ, and they are again entangled in these things and succumb to them, the last state has 
become worse for them than the first. For it would have been better for them not to have known the way 
of righteousness than having known it, to turn back from the holy commandment that had been delivered 
to them. The statement of the true proverb has happened to them, “A dog returns to its own vomit,” and 
“A sow, after washing herself, returns to wallowing in the mud.” 
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A TRUE SHEPHERD… 

 
Meets the Spiritual Needs of the People 
 Yahweh is my shepherd; / I will not lack for anything. 
 
1. Feeds and Gives Spiritual Rest 
 In grassy pastures he makes me lie down; / by quiet waters he 
 leads me. 
 
2. Builds the sheep up when they fail 
 He restores my life. 
 
3. Leads the sheep to obey God’s will 
 He leads me in correct paths / for the sake of his name. 
 
4. Stays beside the sheep in times of danger 
 Even when I walk in a dark valley, I fear no evil / because you are 
 with me. 

 
5. Disciplines the sheep lovingly when they sin 
 Your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 
6. Provides the sheep spiritual food 
 You prepare before me a table / in the presence of my oppressors. 
 
7. Provides the sheep healing for their hurts and wounds 
 You anoint my head with oil; / my cup is overflowing. 
 
Result 

Surely goodness and loyal love will pursue me / all the days of my 
life, / and I will stay in the house of Yahweh / for a very long 
time.  (Psalm 23)

 
THE CHARACTER OF A TRUE SHEPHERD 

 
1. HUMBLE—willing to obey God’s call to serve and not motivated 

by a hidden personal agenda. 
 

2. ABOVE REPROACH—blameless of character with no grounds of 
accusing the person of improper Christian behavior. 

 
3. FAITHFUL TO HIS SPOUSE (if he is married)—a “one woman man”, 

not flirtatious with other women or emotionally or physically 
involved with a woman not his wife. 

 
4. TEMPERATE—expressing self-control over the lusts of the flesh, 

the desires of the eyes and the pride of life. 
 

5. PRUDENT—sensible, wise and balanced in his judgments. 
 

6. RESPECTABLE—demonstrates good behavior as one who adorns 
himself to Christ. 

 
7. HOSPITABLE—graciously invites strangers into his life to share his 

blessings with them.  
 

8. ABLE TO TEACH—communicates the Word of God to believers and 
nonbelievers in a nonargumentative and gentle manner, 
building up the believer while defending the faith from 
heretical teachings. 

 
9. NOT AN ADDICT—not addicted or enslaved to any type of 

substance such as alcohol or drugs. (This is not a teaching on 
total abstinence of alcohol; yet great care and wisdom is 
needed in this area—Romans 14). 

 
10. NOT PUGNACIOUS—does not strike back, verbally or physically, at 

others but gently listens and cares for others. 
 

11. UNCONTENTIOUS—does not seek to argue for the sake of arguing. 

12. FREE FROM THE LOVE OF MONEY—graciously shares his financial 
blessings, not hording his resources nor wasting his money on 
frivolous purchases. 

 
13. MANAGES HIS FAMILY (if he is married)—demonstrates respect and 

care for his family, providing for all of their needs—physical, 
emotional, and spiritual. 

 
14. NOT A NEW BELIEVER—has not recently made a profession of faith 

but has walked with the Lord for a period of time, producing 
visible spiritual fruit. 

 
15. RESPECTED BY THOSE OUTSIDE OF THE CHURCH—walks with integrity 

and respect among his non-christian co-workers, neighbors, 
and family. 

 
16. NOT SELF WILLED—does not display a stubborn spirit rather is 

sensitive to other’s ideas and opinions. 
 

17. NOT QUICK TEMPERED—does not become angry quickly that leads 
to sin but rather is able to “be angry and not sin” (Ephesians 
4:26). 

 
18. LOVES GOOD—follows after God’s own heart, desiring to obey His 

will, not his own. 
 

19. JUST—shows fairness and impartiality, making objective 
judgments based on God’s word. 

 
20. DEVOUT—lives a holy and separate live from the world. 

 
21. COMMITTED TO THE WORD OF GOD—shows stability in his faith and 

obedience to the Word. 
 

 
 
 

 


