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Dear Friends: Final Words to Remain Faithful 
2 Peter 3:1-18 / May 8, 2021 /. Lexham English Bible) 

 
Dear friends, this is already the second letter I am writing to you,  (3:1a) 
 

1. The Second Coming of Christ is Embedded in the Old and New Testament  (3:1b-2) 
 
• in both of which I am attempting to stir up your sincere mind by a reminder, to remember the words 

proclaimed beforehand by the holy prophets  
• and the commandment of the Lord and Savior through your apostles,  
 

God’s Promises of Judgment and Salvation: The Second Coming of Jesus 
 

Genesis 3:   Crush the head of Satan      Bruise the heal of the seed  
Genesis 6:    Flood the World        Save the family of Noah 
Genesis 12:   Bring the curses of Abraham     Bring the blessings of Abraham 
Exodus 3:   Drown Pharoah and the armies     Save Moses and the People 
Joshua 5:    Destroy the city of Jericho       Save the nation of Israel 
Judges:    Punish Israel         Save Israel 
1&2 Samuel:   Terminates King Saul       Raises up King David 
1 & 2 Kings:   Fall of Northern and Southern Kingdoms   Saves the remnant of Israel in Captivity 
Ezra/Nehemiah:  Fall of the Surrounding Nations     Restores the nation of Israel    
Prophets:   Judges Israel and the Nations     Saves the remnant of Israel 
Gospels:    Surrenders Jesus on the cross     Raises Jesus from the dead 
Acts:    Judges the unrepentant       Saves the repentant by the Spirit 
Epistles:    Judges the unrepentant       Saves the repentant  
Revelation:   Destroys Satan        Restores the church 

 
2. The Second Coming of Christ is Denied by False Prophets (3:3-4) 

 
• above all knowing this, that in the last days scoffers will come with scoffing, following according to their 

own desires and  
• saying, “Where is the promise of his coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things have 

continued just as they have been from the beginning of creation.”  
 

Jesus” Parables of The Coming Judgment 
 
Noah: “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father only. For as were 
the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying 
and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, 
so will be the coming of the Son of Man. (Matthew 24:36-39, ESV) 
 
1. Thief in the Night: Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But know this, that if the master of 

the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house 
be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. (Matthew 24:42-44, 
ESV) 

 
2. Faithful and Wicked Servant: “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his master has set over his household, to give them 

their food at the proper time? Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes. Truly, I say to you, he will 
set him over all his possessions. But if that wicked servant says to himself, ‘My master is delayed,’  and begins to beat his fellow 
servants and eats and drinks with drunkards,  the master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an 
hour he does not know and will cut him in pieces and put him with the hypocrites. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing 
of teeth. (Matthew 24:45-51, ESV) 

 
3. Ten Virgins: “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom.  Five of 

them were foolish, and five were wise. For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them,  but the wise took flasks 
of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is 
the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps.  And the foolish said to the wise, 
‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for 
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you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were 
ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, 
open to us.’ But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour. 
(Matthew 25:1-13, ESV) 

 
4. Talents: “For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property. To one he gave 

five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went away. He who had received the five 
talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents more. So also he who had the two talents made two talents 
more. But he who had received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. Now after a long time the 
master of those servants came and settled accounts with them. And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing 
five talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, I have made five talents more.’  His master said to him, 
‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of your 
master.’ And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here, I have made 
two talents more.’ His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you 
over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you 
to be a hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, so I was afraid, and I went and hid 
your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.’ But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You knew 
that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no seed? Then you ought to have invested my money with the 
bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him and give it to him 
who has the ten talents. For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who has 
not, even what he has will be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ (Matthew 25:14-29, ESV) 

 
5. Sheep and the Goats: “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 

Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from 
the goats. And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you 
who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  For I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me,  I was naked and you clothed me, I was 
sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’  Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see 
you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?  And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and 
clothe you? And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’  And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did 
it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’ 
 “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.  For I 
was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink,  I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked 
and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will answer, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see 
you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?’ Then he will answer them, saying, 
‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’  And these will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.” (Matthew 25:31-46, ESV) 

 

3.   The Second Coming of Christ is as Certain as the Flood (3:5-7) 
 

• For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that the heavens existed long ago and the earth held 
together out of water and through water by the word of God,  

• by means of which things the world that existed at that time was destroyed by being inundated with 
water.  

• But by the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of 
judgment and destruction of ungodly people. 

 
Now, dear friends,  (3:8a) 

  
4.   The Second Coming of Christ is not Delayed   (3:8b-9) 
 

• do not let this one thing escape your notice, that one day with the Lord is like a thousand years, and a 
thousand years is like one day.  

• The Lord is not delaying the promise, as some consider slowness, but is being patient toward you, because 
he does not want any to perish, but all to come to repentance.  
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Creation of Time 
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the 
deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. (Genesis 1:1-2, ESV) 

 
Jesus’ Return Soon 

“And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.” (Revelation 22:7, ESV) 
“Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for what he has done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, 
the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” (Revelation 22:12-13, ESV) 
He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” (Revelation 22:20, ESV) 

 
5.   The Second Coming of Christ will be Sudden and Unexpectant (3:10)  
  

• But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will disappear with a rushing noise, 
• and the celestial bodies will be destroyed by being burned up, and  
• the earth and the deeds done on it will be disclosed.  

 
6.   The Second Coming of Christ Motivates us to Holy Living (3:11-13) 
 

• Because all these things are being destroyed in this way, what sort of people must you be in holy behavior 
and godliness, while waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the 
heavens will be destroyed by being burned up and the celestial bodies will melt as they are consumed by 
heat!  

• But according to his promise, we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness 
resides. 

 
Therefore, dear friends,  (3:14a) 

 
7.   The Second Coming of Christ Calls us to Wait Patiently  (3:14b- 
 

• because you are waiting for these things, make every effort to be found at peace, spotless and 
unblemished in him.  

 
8.   The Second Coming of Christ is Revealed in the Writings of Paul  (3:15-16) 
 

• And regard the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as also our dear brother Paul wrote to you, 
• according to the wisdom that was given to him, as he does also in all his letters, speaking in them about 

these things,  
• in which there are some things hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable distort to their own 

destruction, as they also do the rest of the scriptures.  
 

Second Coming of Christ in Paul’s Writings 
 

This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are also 
suffering— since indeed God considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to grant relief to you who are afflicted as 
well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do 
not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  
 
They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, when he 
comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who have believed, because our testimony to you was 
believed.  
 
To this end we always pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his calling and may fulfill every resolve for good and every 
work of faith by his power, so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and you in him, according to the grace of our God 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 



 4 

Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we ask you, brothers, not to be quickly 
shaken in mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter seeming to be from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord 
has come.  
 
Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, 
the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the 
temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God. Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things?  
 
And you know what is restraining him now so that he may be revealed in his time. For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work. 
Only he who now restrains it will do so until he is out of the way. And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill 
with the breath of his mouth and bring to nothing by the appearance of his coming. The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of 
Satan with all power and false signs and wonders, and with all wicked deception for those who are perishing, because they refused to 
love the truth and so be saved.  
 
Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so that they may believe what is false, in order that all may be condemned who did not 
believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness. (2 Thessalonians 1:5-2:12, ESV) 

 
Therefore, dear friends,  (3:17a) 

 
 Guard Your Salvation from False Prophets (3:17b) 
 

• because you know this beforehand,  
• guard yourselves so that you do not lose your own safe position 
• because you have been led away by the error of lawless persons.  

 
 Grow in God’s Grace  (3:18) 
 

• But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
• To him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 


