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Until Jesus Returns, Go to Work 
2 Thessalonians 3:6-18 (ESV) / January 21, 2023 

 
Background: Four Teachings on the Return of Jesus 

 
 

1ST TEACHING: WHAT HAPPENS TO BELIEVERS WHO DIE BEFORE JESUS RETURNS? (I Thessalonians 4:13-18) 
 

 PURPOSE  To clear up their ignorance concerning the slowness of Jesus’ return 
 

• But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others 
do who have no hope.  

 
 TEACHING  Jesus will return to gather the living and the dead in Jesus’ presence 
 

• For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who 
have fallen asleep.  

• For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the 
Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep.  

• For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with 
the sound of the trumpet of God. 

• And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.  

 
 RESPONSE To encourage each other to be patient with Jesus’ return 
 

• Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
 
 

2ND TEACHING: IF JESUS IS GOING TO RETURN, WHEN WILL HE RETURN?     (I Thessalonians 5:1-11) 
 

 

 PURPOSE  To remind them of what they already knew concerning the time of Jesus’ return   
 

• Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything written to you.  
 
 TEACHING Jesus will return unexpectantly yet with certainty 
 

• For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.  
• While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come upon them as labor 

pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.  
• But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief.  

 
 RESPONSE To encourage each other to stay spiritually sober in faith, love, and hope 
 

• For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the darkness. So then let us not sleep, as 
others do, but let us keep awake and be sober. For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are 
drunk at night.  

• But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet 
the hope of salvation. For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with him.   

• Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.    
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3RD TEACHING: SINCE JESUS IS GOING TO RETURN, WHY DO WE STILL SUFFER? (2 Thessalonians 1:5-12) 
 

 PURPOSE  To give evidence of God’s fair justice in the midst of their suffering 
 

• This is evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, 
for which you are also suffering—  

 
 TEACHING Jesus will return to display God’s fair justice   
   

• since indeed God considers it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to grant relief to you who are 
afflicted as well as to us,  

• when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire,  
• inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.  
• They will suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of 

his might, when he comes on that day to be glorified in his saints, and to be marveled at among all who have 
believed,  

 
 RESPONSE To continue believing in Jesus in the midst of suffering 
  

• because our testimony to you was believed.    
 

4TH TEACHING: HAS JESUS ALREADY RETURNED?          (2 Thessalonians 2:1-12)  
 
 PURPOSE  To strengthen them in the midst of their hysteria that Jesus had already come 
 

• Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him, we ask you, 
brothers,   

• not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken word, or a letter seeming to be from 
us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come.  

 
 TEACHING Jesus will return only after the coming of the rebellion and the man of lawlessness 
 

• Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless 
•  the rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed,  
• the son of destruction, who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he 

takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God.  
• Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things?  
• And you know what is restraining him now so that he may be revealed in his time. For the mystery of lawlessness 

is already at work. Only he who now restrains it will do so until he is out of the way. And then the lawless one will 
be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of his mouth and bring to nothing by the appearance of 
his coming. The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and false signs and wonders, 
and with all wicked deception for those who are perishing,  

• because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so that they 
may believe what is false, in order that all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in 
unrighteousness. 

 

 RESPONSE: To pray and encourage them to remain strong in doing good works of faith.  
 

• But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the 
firstfruits to be saved, through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth.  

• To this he called you through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
• So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the traditions that you were taught by us, either by our spoken word or by 

our letter. 
• Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and gave us eternal comfort and good 

hope through grace, comfort your hearts and establish them in every good work and word. (2 Thessalonians 2:1-17) 

Until Jesus Returns, Go to Work 



 3 

2 Thessalonians 3:6-18, ESV / January 21, 2023 
 

Practical Problem: If Jesus has already returned, there is no need to continue to work   
 

1ST COMMAND: Withhold Fellowship from Believers Who Refuse to Work     (3:6-9) 
 

Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
  1)  that you keep away from any brother who is walking in idleness and  
  2)  not in accord with the tradition that you received from us.  
  3)  For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us,  
   1)  because we were not idle when we were with you,  
   2)  nor did we eat anyone’s bread without paying for it,  
   3)  but with toil and labor we worked night and day,  
    1)  that we might not be a burden to any of you.  
    2)  It was not because we do not have that right, but to give you in ourselves an example to imitate.  
 
2ND COMMAND: Do Not Help Believers Who Refuse to Work        (3:10-11) 
 

For even when we were with you, we would give you this command:  
  1)   If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat. For we hear that some among you walk in idleness, not 
   busy at work, but busybodies.   
 
3RD COMMAND: Believers Should Work to Provide For Their Own Physical Needs     (3:12-13) 
 

Now such persons we command and encourage in the Lord Jesus Christ  
1)  to do their work quietly and  
2)  to earn their own living. 
3)  As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing good.   

 
4TH COMMAND: Withhold Fellowship from Openly Disobedient Believers     (3:14-15) 
 

If anyone does not obey what we say in this letter,  
  1)  take note of that person, and have nothing to do with him, that he may be ashamed.  
  2)  Do not regard him as an enemy, but warn him as a brother.   
 

Closing to the Letter: Pray for the Lord’s Three Blessings Upon the Church   
(2 Thessalonians 3:16-18) 

 
• Peace:   Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times in every way. 

  
• Presence:   The Lord be with you all. I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. This is the sign of   

    genuineness in every letter of mine; it is the way I write.  
 

• Grace:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 


