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Self-Centeredness of Wolves; Faithfulness of Shepherds 
2 Timothy 3 / June 11, 2022 

 
 
1. Wolves: Lovers of Self  (3:1-4) 
 

But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. For people will be 
 

Self-Love (3:2a) 
1. lovers of self,           (friendship with self “philia”)   
2. lovers of money,          (friendship with money “philia”) 
3. proud,             (braggarts, imposters) 
4. arrogant,            (haughty, overweening estimate of self) 
5. abusive,            (blasphemous, evil-speaking)  

 
Self-Centeredness (3:2b-3a)  

6. disobedient to their parents,       (dishonoring) 
7. ungrateful,           (devoid of appreciation) 
8. unholy,            (irreverent, no fellowship with God)  
9. heartless,            (inhuman, without family affection) 
10. unappeasable,           (irreconcilable, unforgiving) 

 
Self-Conceit  (3:3b-4a) 

11. slanderous,           (devils; backbiters) 
12. without self-control,         (ungovernable, without strength) 
13. brutal,             (untamed, savage, fierce) 
14. not loving good,          (strangers to goodness) 
15. treacherous,           (traitor, betrayer) 
16. reckless,            (thoughtless, hasty, rash) 
17. swollen with conceit,         (self-importance) 

 
Self-Pleasure (4b) 

18. lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God,   (friendship “philia” with pleasure) 
 
2. Wolves: Lovers of Religious Praise   (3:5) 

 
having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people.  

 
Jesus 

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples,  
“The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat, so do and observe whatever they tell you, but not the works they do. For 
they preach, but do not practice.  
1. They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on people’s shoulders, but  
2. they themselves are not willing to move them with their finger.  
3. They do all their deeds to be seen by others.  
4. For they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes long, and  
5. they love the place of honor at feasts and the best seats in the synagogues and  
6. (love) greetings in the marketplaces and  
7. (love) being called rabbi by others.  
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But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all brothers.  
And call no man your father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in heaven.  
Neither be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Christ.  
The greatest among you shall be your servant. Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will 
be exalted. 
 
1. “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut the kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. For you 

neither enter yourselves nor allow those who would enter to go in.  
 
2. Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel across sea and land to make a single proselyte, and when 

he becomes a proselyte, you make him twice as much a child of hell as yourselves. 
 
3. “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘If anyone swears by the temple, it is nothing, but if anyone swears by the gold of 

the temple, he is bound by his oath.’ You blind fools! For which is greater, the gold or the temple that has made the 
gold sacred? And you say, ‘If anyone swears by the altar, it is nothing, but if anyone swears by the gift that is on the 
altar, he is bound by his oath.’ You blind men! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that makes the gift sacred? So 
whoever swears by the altar swears by it and by everything on it. And whoever swears by the temple swears by it and 
by him who dwells in it. And whoever swears by heaven swears by the throne of God and by him who sits upon it. 

 
4. “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the 

weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the 
others. You blind guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel! 

 
5. “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and the plate, but inside they are 

full of greed and self-indulgence. You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and the plate, that the outside 
also may be clean. 

 
6. “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear 

beautiful, but within are full of dead people’s bones and all uncleanness. So you also outwardly appear righteous to 
others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. 

 
7. “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and decorate the monuments 

of the righteous, saying, ‘If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding 
the blood of the prophets.’ Thus you witness against yourselves that you are sons of those who murdered the 
prophets. Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers. You serpents, you brood of vipers, how are you to escape being 
sentenced to hell? Therefore I send you prophets and wise men and scribes, some of whom you will kill and crucify, 
and some you will flog in your synagogues and persecute from town to town,  so that on you may come all the 
righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah the son of Barachiah, whom 
you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. Truly, I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation. 
(Matthew 23:1-36, ESV) 

 
 
3. Wolves: Spiritual Abusers who Exploit the Vulnerable (3:6-9, ESV)  

 
For among them are those who creep into households and  
 
The Vulnerable: 

capture weak women,  
burdened with sins and  
led astray by various passions,  
always learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth.  

 
The Abusers: Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, men 

corrupted in mind and disqualified regarding the faith.  
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 Then the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “When Pharaoh says to you, ‘Prove yourselves by working a 

miracle,’ then you shall say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and cast it down before Pharaoh, that it may 
become a serpent.’” So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did just as the LORD commanded. 
Aaron cast down his staff before Pharaoh and his servants, and it became a serpent.  
Then Pharaoh summoned the wise men and the sorcerers, and they, the magicians of Egypt, also 
did the same by their secret arts. For each man cast down his staff, and they became serpents. But 
Aaron’s staff swallowed up their staffs. Still Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he would not listen to 
them, as the LORD had said. (Exodus 7:8-13, ESV) 

 
The Warning: But they will not get very far, for their folly will be plain to all, as was that of those two 

men. 
 
4. Shepherds: Stand Strong in the Faith (3:10-15, ESV) 

 
Follow Apostolic Discipleship (3:10-13) 
 

You, however, have followed  
1. my teaching,       (instruction, doctrine) 
2. my conduct,      (way of life) 
3. my aim in life,       (God’s purposes) 
4. my faith,        (faithfulness) 
5. my patience,       (longsuffering) 
6. my love,        (Agape—sacrificial love) 
7. my steadfastness,      (endurance) 
8. my persecutions and sufferings that happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, and at Lystra—which 

persecutions I endured; yet from them all the Lord rescued me.  
 

ANTIOCH 
Positive:  The next Sabbath almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord.  
 
Negative:  But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began to contradict what was spoken by Paul, 

reviling him.  
 
Positive: And Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly, saying, “It was necessary that the word of God be spoken first to you. Since 

you thrust it aside and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles. For so the 
Lord has commanded us, saying, “‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, / that you may bring salvation to the ends 
of the earth.’” And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as 
many as were appointed to eternal life believed. And the word of the Lord was spreading throughout the whole 
region.  

 
Negative: But the Jews incited the devout women of high standing and the leading men of the city, stirred up persecution 

against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their district. But they shook off the dust from their feet against 
them and went to Iconium.  

 
Positive:  And the disciples were filled with joy and with the Holy Spirit. (Acts 13:44-52, ESV) 
 

ICONIUM 
Positive: Now at Iconium they entered together into the Jewish synagogue and spoke in such a way that a great number of 

both Jews and Greeks believed.  
 
Negative: But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brothers.  
 
Positive: So they remained for a long time, speaking boldly for the Lord, who bore witness to the word of his grace, granting 

signs and wonders to be done by their hands.  
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Negative: But the people of the city were divided; some sided with the Jews and some with the apostles. When an attempt was 

made by both Gentiles and Jews, with their rulers, to mistreat them and to stone them, they learned of it and fled to 
Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and to the surrounding country, and there they continued to preach the gospel. 
(Acts 14:1-7, ESV) 

 
LYSTRA 

Negative: But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him out 
of the city, supposing that he was dead.  

 
Positive: But when the disciples gathered about him, he rose up and entered the city, and on the next day he went on with 

Barnabas to Derbe. When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to 
Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the 
faith, and  

 
Negative: saying that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God. (Acts 14:19-22, ESV) 

 
Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, while evil people and 
impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.  

 
Continue in the Word of God (3:14-17) 
 

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed,  
 

1. New Testament:   knowing from whom you learned it and    
2. Old Testament:  how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings,  
 

• which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.   
• All Scripture is breathed out by God and     
• profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,  
• that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.  


