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The Gospel of Grace and The Unfaithfulness of the Galatians 
 Galatians: 1:1-10 / July 2, 2022 

 
 
 
Paul’s Authority  (1:1-2a) 
 

Paul,  
1. an apostle— 
2. not from men nor through man,  
3. but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who raised him from the dead—   
and all the brothers who are with me, 
 

Modern Apostles? 
• Catholic View:   Apostolic succession through the pope 
• Protestant View:   New Testament canon 
• Charismatic View:  Authoritative position  
• Evangelical View:  Spiritual gift: To be sent out   

 
Paul’s Audience  (1:2b) 
 

To the churches of Galatia: 
 

33-34 AD  Paul is converted                Acts 9 
36-37   Paul visits Jerusalem 
44-47   Paul visits Jerusalem for the famine relief 
46-47   Paul embarks on his first missionary journey to Asia Minor  
     (Cyprus, Lycia, Galatia: Antioch, Iconium, Lystra, Derbe)      Acts 13-14 
48    Paul writes Galatians 

 
Paul’s Summary of the Gospel of Grace (1:3-5) 
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,  
 

• Christ died for our sins:     who gave himself for our sins  
• Christ died to deliver us for evil:    to deliver us from the present evil age,  
• Christ died according to God’s will:  according to the will of our God and Father,  
• Christ died for God’s glory:    to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Unfaithfulness to the Gospel of Grace (1:6-7) 

 
I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him  
 

Turning Away 
And the LORD said to Moses, “Go down, for your people, whom you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have corrupted themselves. 
They have turned aside quickly out of the way that I commanded them. They have made for themselves a golden calf and have 
worshiped it and sacrificed to it and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’” And the LORD 
said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and behold, it is a stiff-necked people. Now therefore let me alone, that my wrath may burn 
hot against them and I may consume them, in order that I may make a great nation of you.” (Exodus 32:7-10, ESV) 

 
 
 
who called you in the grace of Christ and  
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God’s Promised Call of Salvation to Israel 

 
A voice cries: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; / make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be lifted up, / and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, / and the rough places a plain. 
And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, / and all flesh shall see it together, / for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
A voice says, “Cry!” / And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
All flesh is grass, / and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 
The grass withers, the flower fades / when the breath of the LORD blows on it; / surely the people are grass. 
The grass withers, the flower fades, / but the word of our God will stand forever. (Isaiah 40:3-8, ESV) 
 

are turning to a different gospel— not that there is another one,  
but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 

 
 

Opposition to the Gospel of Grace 
Antioch:   But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and began to contradict what was spoken by   
  Paul, reviling him. (Acts 13:45, ESV) 
    
   But the Jews incited the devout women of high standing and the leading men of the city, stirred up persecution   
  against Paul and Barnabas, and drove them out of their district. (Acts 13:50, ESV) 
 
Iconium:  But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brothers. (Acts 14:2, ESV) 
   When an attempt was made by both Gentiles and Jews, with their rulers, to mistreat them and to stone them, (Acts  
  14:5, ESV) 
 
Lystra:  And when the crowds saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices, saying in Lycaonian, “The gods have   
 come down to us in the likeness of men!” Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief   
 speaker. And the priest of Zeus, whose temple was at the entrance to the city, brought oxen and garlands to the    gates 
and wanted to offer sacrifice with the crowds. (Acts 14:11-13, ESV) 
 
   But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded the crowds, they stoned Paul and dragged him   
 out of the city, supposing that he was dead. (Acts 14:19, ESV) 
 
   strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many  
  tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God. (Acts 14:22, ESV) 
 

 
False Teachers of the Gospel of Grace are Accursed   (1:8-9) 

 
 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to 
 you, let him be accursed.  
 

As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you 
received, let him be accursed. 
 

Accursed: Sacrifices to Other Gods: 
     “Whoever sacrifices to any god, other than the LORD alone, shall be devoted to destruction.   (Exodus  22:20) 

 
Accursed: Cities in Canaan: 

 When the Canaanite, the king of Arad, who lived in the Negeb, heard that Israel was coming by the way  of Atharim, he fought 
against Israel, and took some of them captive. And Israel vowed a vow to the  LORD and said, “If you will indeed give this people into 
my hand, then I will devote their cities to  destruction.” And the LORD heeded the voice of Israel and gave over the Canaanites, and 
they  devoted them and their cities to destruction. So the name of the place was called Hormah. (Numbers 21:2-3) 
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Accursed: False Prophets 
“If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder, and the sign or wonder that he 
tells you comes to pass, and if he says, ‘Let us go after other gods,’ which you have  not known, ‘and let us serve them,’  you 
shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams. For the LORD your God is testing you, to know 
whether you love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. You shall walk after the LORD your God 
and fear him and keep his commandments and obey his voice, and you shall serve him and hold fast to him. But that prophet 
or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has taught rebellion against the LORD your God, who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt and redeemed you out of the house of slavery, to make you leave the way in which the LORD 
your God commanded you to walk. So you shall purge the evil from your midst. (Deuteronomy 13:1-5, ESV)  

 
Paul’s Motivation is to Please God, not Man  (1:10) 

 
For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God?  
Or am I trying to please man?  
If I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ.  
 

 
 

Our Cultural War: Opposition to the Gospel of Grace 
  
 1000-1700: 

Europe: “During the period from the early Middle Ages to the end of the seventeenth century, very few challenged the 
existence of God…Christianity had so penetrated the Western world that, whether people believed in Christ, they all lived 
in a context of ideas influenced and informed by the Christian faith.” (Sire. The Universe Next Door. 22) 
 
United Stated:  “A universal belief in the sovereignty of God, the divinely revealed law of God, the God-given freedom of 
the individual, and the over-ruling direction of the Divine Providence.” (Murch. Teach of Perish. 19). 

 
 1952:  

“If no set of moral ideas were truer or better than any other, there would be no sense in preferring civilized morality to 
savage morality, or Christian morality to Nazi morality.”     C. S. Lewis Mere Christianity (13) 
 

1968:  
“The tragedy of our situation today is that men and women are being fundamentally affected by the new way of looking 
at truth and yet they have never even analyzed the drift which has taken place. Young people from Christian homes are 
brought up in the old framework of truth. Then they are subjected to the modern framework. In time they become 
confused because they do not understand the alternative with which they are being presented. Confusion becomes 
bewilderment, and before long they are overwhelmed. This is unhappily true not only of young people, but of many 
pastors, Christian educators, evangelists, and missionaries as well. So this change in the concept of the way we come to 
knowledge and truth is the most crucial problem, as I understand it, facing Christianity today.          (Francis A. Schaeffer The 
God Who is There. 13). 
 

1974:  
“With our shift away form biblical absolutes came a new ethic—an ethic of freedom… it denies the existence of biblical 
absolutes and true Christian morality…This change in moral and spiritual values is one of the most significant tragedies in 
the American society.”        (Gene Getz Sharpening the Focus of the Church  224-225) 
 

1994:  
“The most dominant problem facing youth today…is this generation’s loss of a biblically-based value system.” “57% of our 
young people cannot even say that an objective standard of truth exists” “85% of churched kids are liable to reason, ‘Just 
because it’s wrong for you doesn’t mean it’s wrong for me’”        (Josh McDowell Right from Wrong: What You Need to Know To Help 
Youth Make Right Choices.  7,15) 
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1999:  

“The church’s singular failure in recent decades has been the failure to see Christianity as a life system, or worldview, that 
governs every area of existence….Most of all, our failure to see Christianity as a comprehensive framework of truth had 
crippled our efforts to have a redemptive effect on the surrounding culture. At its most fundamental level, the so-called 
culture war is a clash of belief systems. It is a clash of principle against principle, of worldview against worldview.         
(Charles Colson and Nancy Pearcey How Now Sall We Live?  xii) 
 

2003:   
“Western culture is under going sweeping and profound changes that are transforming the prevailing cultural worldview, 
especially with regard to the nature of truth.”       (Brian Morley “Understanding Our Postmodern World” Think Biblically John MacArthur, 
editor 136)    
 
“The medieval worldview centered on God, modernism centered on reality external to the individual, but postmodernism 
centers on the ever-changing human perspective. In postmodern culture, even the line between the world as it is and the 
world as we create it is disappearing into virtual reality.”   (Brian Morley  
https://www.faithandreasonforum.com/index.asp?PageID=17&ArticleID=189 ) 
 

2009:  
“The most basic contours of American culture have been radically altered.  The so-called Judeo-Christian consensus of the 
last millennium has given way to a post-modern, post-Christian, post-Western cultural crisis which threatens the very 
heart of our culture.”          (Mohler “The End of Christian America” Newsweek: The Decline and Fall of Christian America) 
  

2010:  
“The COEXIST Movement has sprung up, especially on college campuses, across the United States and elsewhere. The 
goal of this movement is to embrace tolerance for all belief systems. The chief promoter of this movement is the music 
industry and the pop icon Bono from the band U2. Hollywood and the fashion industry also promotes this movement with 
an array of clothing products, gear and bumper stickers, including a flag. Not surprisingly, this is not a popular movement 
with most fundamentalist groups or churches.”      (https://www.crwflags.com/fotw/flags/rel-coex.html) 

 
 

 
 

         Islam        Wicca     Science       Judaism      Buddhism   Taoism     Christianity  
 
2021: 
 Born-Again Christians: 

 40%  The Bible is not the accurate and reliable words of God        
 56%  Do not believe they will go to heaven 
 61%  People can earn their way into heaven            
 62%  The Holy Spirit is not a real, living being            
 65%  There is no absolute moral truth              
 69%  Feelings, experiences and friends are the most trusted sources of moral guidance  
 77%  Having faith is more important than which faith you have       

  https://www.arizonachristian.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/CRC_AWVI2021_Release06_Digital_01_20210831.pdf 
 
 

https://www.faithandreasonforum.com/index.asp?PageID=17&ArticleID=189
https://www.crwflags.com/fotw/flags/rel-coex.html

