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Paul’s Gospel Is the Same As Jesus’ and Peter’s Gospel 
Galatians 1:11-24 / 2:1-21 / July 9, 2022 

 
“Scholars of modern theology well know and virtually all accept that a hallmark of modern, liberal-progressive, Protestant 
theology has been a preference for Jesus over Paul to the extent of demoting Paul’s writings to a kind of non-canonical status—
interesting to read but not inspired or authoritative for Christian faith and practice. That’s well-known about liberal-progressive 
mainline Protestants.” 
 
“What’s new is that many evangelicals (or former evangelicals) are embracing this same historically-theologically liberal-
progressive attitude towards Paul. Over the past forty years I have heard many people within traditionally evangelical Protestant 
circles say something like “I don’t care what Paul said; I follow Jesus” or “Who cares what Paul said? I care what Jesus said.” Some 
even go so far as to call this attitude “Red Letter Christianity.” (Some older Bibles put Jesus’s words in red letters.)”. 
https://www.patheos.com/blogs/rogereolson/2020/07/jesus-versus-paul-a-sign-of-liberal-theology/  

 
Examples of Rejecting Paul’s Authority as an Apostle 

  
Divorce:  

To the rest I say (I, not the Lord) that if any brother has a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he should not divorce her.  If any woman 
has a husband who is an unbeliever, and he consents to live with her, she should not divorce him. For the unbelieving husband is made holy because of his wife, 
and the unbelieving wife is made holy because of her husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy. But if the unbelieving partner 
separates, let it be so. In such cases the brother or sister is not enslaved. God has called you to peace.  For how do you know, wife, whether you will save your 
husband? Or how do you know, husband, whether you will save your wife? (I Corinthians 7:12-16, ESV) 

 
Women Leaders:  

I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather, she is to remain quiet. For Adam was formed first, then Eve; and Adam was not 
deceived, but the woman was deceived and became a transgressor. Yet she will be saved through childbearing—if they continue in faith and love and holiness, 
with self-control. (I Timothy 2:12-13, ESV) 

 
Women in Worship:  

As in all the churches of the saints, the women should keep silent in the churches. For they are not permitted to speak, but should be in submission, as the Law 
also says. If there is anything they desire to learn, let them ask their husbands at home. For it is shameful for a woman to speak in church. (I Corinthians 14:33-35, 
ESV) 

 
Marriage:  

Now concerning the betrothed, I have no command from the Lord, but I give my judgment as one who by the Lord’s mercy is trustworthy. I think that in view of 
the present distress it is good for a person to remain as he is. Are you bound to a wife? Do not seek to be free. Are you free from a wife? Do not seek a wife. (I 
Corinthians 7:25-27, ESV) 

 
Submission:  

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.  For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its 
Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands. (Ephesians 5:22-23, ESV) 

 
Head Coverings:  

Every man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonors his head, but every wife who prays or prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her 
head, since it is the same as if her head were shaven. For if a wife will not cover her head, then she should cut her hair short. But since it is disgraceful for a wife to 
cut off her hair or shave her head, let her cover her head. For a man ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and glory of God, but woman is the glory of 
man. For man was not made from woman, but woman from man. Neither was man created for woman, but woman for man. That is why a wife ought to have a 
symbol of authority on her head, because of the angels. (I Corinthians 11:4-10, ESV) 

 
Sexual Behavior:  

For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature; and the men 
likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in 
themselves the due penalty for their error. (Romans 1:26-27, ESV) 

 
 

Additional Sources Devaluing Paul’s Authority  
• Jesus vs. Paul: Christianity’s Greatest Lies Exposed. J.D. Sheppard. 2013. 
• “List of Contradictions of Jesus by Paul to make New Theology”. Abe San. https://abeau11.wordpress.com/2015/03/23/list-of-contradictions-

of-jesus-by-paul-to-make-new-theology/ 
• “Paul vs. Jesus: A List of Contradictory and Incompatible Statements” Edgar Jones. http://www.voiceofjesus.org/paulvsjesus.html 
• “20 Facts that Prove Paul was a False Apostle” Scott Nelson 2020.  https://www.judaismvschristianity.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/20-

Facts-That-Prove-Paul-Was-a.pdf 
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THESIS: God Revealed the Gospel of Grace to Paul      (1:11-12) 
 

For I would have you know, brothers, that the gospel that was preached by me is  
• not man’s gospel.                Invention of Paul 
• For I did not receive it from any man, nor        Philosophy of Man  
• was I taught it, but               Tradition of the Church  
•  I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.        Revelation of Jesus Christ 

 
 

God Reveals the Gospel to Paul 
 

For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles— assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of 
God’s grace that was given to me for you, how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, as I have written briefly. When 
you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to the sons of men in other 
generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow 
heirs, members of the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. (Ephesians 3:1-6, ESV) 

 
Resurrected Jesus Appeared to Paul 

 
For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that 
he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the 
twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen 
asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the 
least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. (I Corinthians 15:3-8, ESV) 
Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are not you my workmanship in the Lord? If to others I am not 
an apostle, at least I am to you, for you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. (I Corinthians 9:1-2, ESV) 

 
 
1. Paul’s Pre-Conversion: His Zeal Against Jesus Contrasts with God’s Later Call to Authority  (1:13-14) 

 
For you have heard of my former life in Judaism,  
• how I persecuted the church of God violently and  
• tried to destroy it. And  
• I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people,  
• so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers.  
 

Paul’s Persecution of the Church: Book of Acts 
 

And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell 
asleep. And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on that day a great persecution against the church in Jerusalem, and they 
were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. Devout men buried Stephen and made great 
lamentation over him. But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged off men and women and 
committed them to prison. (Acts 7:60-8:3, ESV) 
 
 But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the 
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 
(Acts 9:1-2, ESV) 

 
Paul’s Boasting in the Flesh: Book of Philippians 

 
For we are the circumcision, who worship by the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus and put no confidence in the flesh— though I 
myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 
circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to 
zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. (Philippians 3:3-6, ESV) 
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2.   Paul’s Conversion: His Authority is from God, Not Men  (33 A.D.)       (1:15-16a) 
 
• But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and     When:   Pre-Birth Choice 
• who called me by his grace,             Motivation: Grace of God 
• was pleased to reveal his Son to me,           Who:  Jesus Christ 
• in order that I might preach him among the Gentiles,      Why:   Gentiles 

 
 
 

Paul’s Conversion: God Appears to Paul and Ananias 
God Appears to Paul God Appears to Ananias 

Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and 
  

Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias.  

suddenly a light from heaven shone around him. And falling 
to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, 
why are you persecuting me?”  
 

The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.”  
 

And he said, “Who are you, Lord?”  
 

And he said, “Here I am, Lord.”  

And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But 
rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to 
do.”  

And the Lord said to him, “Rise and go to the street called 
Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of 
Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying, and he has 
seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his 
hands on him so that he might regain his sight.”  
 

The men who were traveling with him stood speechless, 
hearing the voice but seeing no one. Saul rose from the 
ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw 
nothing.  

But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many 
about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints 
at Jerusalem.  And here he has authority from the chief 
priests to bind all who call on your name.”  
 

So they led him by the hand and brought him into 
Damascus.  

But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen 
instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles 
and kings and the children of Israel. For I will show him 
how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.”  

And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate 
nor drank. 

So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying 
his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus 
who appeared to you on the road by which you came has 
sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled 
with the Holy Spirit.”  
And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, 
and he regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; 
and taking food, he was strengthened. (Acts 9:3-18, ESV) 
 

  
3.   Paul’s Isolation from the Apostles: His Authority Was Not Given by the Apostles  (33-36 A.D.) (1:16b-17) 

 
• I did not immediately consult with anyone;  
• nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, but  
• I went away into Arabia, and returned again to Damascus. 

 
Jesus, not the Apostles, Gives Authority to the Apostles 

 
And he called to him his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every 
disease and every affliction. The names of the twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his 
brother; James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; 
James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus;  Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. (Matthew 10:1-4, ESV)
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4.  Paul’s Short Visit to Jerusalem: His Authority was not Endorsed by the Apostles   (36 A.D.)  (1:18-20) 
 

Then after three years  
• I went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and  
• remained with him fifteen days.  
• But I saw none of the other apostles except James the Lord’s brother.  
• (In what I am writing to you, before God, I do not lie!)  

 
Paul Preaches in Jerusalem without the Acceptance of the Apostles 

 
And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples. And they were all afraid of him, for they did not 
believe that he was a disciple. But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles and declared to them how on the 
road he had seen the Lord, who spoke to him, and how at Damascus he had preached boldly in the name of Jesus. So he 
went in and out among them at Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the name of the Lord. And he spoke and disputed against 
the Hellenists.  

 
But they were seeking to kill him. And when the brothers learned this, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him off 
to Tarsus. (Acts 9:26-30, ESV) 

 
5.  Paul’s Obscurity in Judea: His Authority was not Approved by Judean Churches   (36-47 A.D.)  (1:21-24) 
 

• Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia. And  
• I was still unknown in person to the churches of Judea that are in Christ.  
• They only were hearing it said, “He who used to persecute us is now preaching the faith he once tried to 

destroy.” And 
• they glorified God because of me. (1:21-24, ESV) 
 
Then after fourteen years  
• I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along with me.  
• I went up because of a revelation and set before them (though privately before those who seemed 

influential) the gospel that I proclaim among the Gentiles,  
• in order to make sure I was not running or had not run in vain. ( 2:1-2, ESV) 

 
Paul Defends His Ministry to the Church in Corinth 

 
But whatever anyone else dares to boast of—I am speaking as a fool—I also dare to boast of that.  
Are they Hebrews? So am I.  
Are they Israelites? So am I.  
Are they offspring of Abraham? So am I.  
Are they servants of Christ? I am a better one—I am talking like a madman—with far greater labors, far more imprisonments, 
with countless beatings, and often near death.  
1. Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one.  
2. Three times I was beaten with rods.  
3. Once I was stoned.  
4. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea;  
5. on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, 

danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers;  
6. in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure.  
7. And, apart from other things, there is the daily pressure on me of my anxiety for all the churches.  
Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to fall, and I am not indignant? 
 If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. The God and Father of the Lord Jesus, he who is blessed 
forever, knows that I am not lying.  
At Damascus, the governor under King Aretas was guarding the city of Damascus in order to seize me, but I was let down in a 
basket through a window in the wall and escaped his hands. (2 Corinthians 11:21-33, ESV) 


