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Paul’s Gospel: Ratified by the Apostles  

Galatians 2:1-10 / July 16, 2022 
 
Thesis: God Revealed the Gospel of Grace to Paul  1:11-12 
1. Paul’s Pre-Conversion: The Foundation of Paul’s Authority as an Apostle        (1:13-14) 
2. Paul’s Conversion: His Call is from God, Not Men  (33 A.D.)          (1:15-16a) 
3. Paul’s Isolation from the Apostles: His Authority Was Not Given by the Apostles   (33-36 A.D.)  (1:16b-17) 
4. Paul’s Short Visit to Jerusalem: His Authority was not Given by Peter    (36 A.D.)     (1:18-20) 
5. Paul’s Obscurity in Judea: His Authority was not Approved by the Churches   (36-47 A.D.)   (1:21-24) 

 
 
 
Thesis:  The Apostles Ratify the Gospel of Grace to Paul 2:1-10 
 
1. Paul Goes to Jerusalem by God’s Call to Privately Explain the Gospel to the Gentiles to the Apostles (2:1-2) 

 
• Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along with me. (2:1) 

 
Barnabas—The Jew 

Called “Son of Encouragement”        Acts 4:36 
Gave Graciously with a Sale of a Field      Acts 4:37 
Convinced the Apostles of Paul’s Authority     Acts 9:27 
Recruited Paul for Ministry in Syria       Acts 11:25-26 
Chosen by Jesus with Paul for 1st Missionary Journey   Acts 13-14 
Traveled with Paul to the Jerusalem Council     Acts 15:1-29 
Separated with Paul, choosing Mark on 2nd Missionary Trip  Acts 15:35-39 
Encouraged Mark who later was vindicated by Paul   2 Timothy 4:11 
 

Titus—The Gentile 
Co-worker and brother of Paul in the faith     2 Corinthians 2:13 
Paul Comforted by Titus         2 Corinthians 7:6 
Paul Refreshed with Joy by Titus        2 Corinthians 7:13 
Paul boasted in Titus          2 Corinthians 7:14 
Paul Wrote a letter to Titus—a True Child      Titus 1:4      

 
• I went up because of a revelation and (2:2a) 

 
Revelation: Famine Relief  

Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. And one of them named Agabus stood up and foretold 
by the Spirit that there would be a great famine over all the world (this took place in the days of Claudius). So the disciples 
determined, every one according to his ability, to send relief to the brothers living in Judea. And they did so, sending it to 
the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul. (Acts 11:27-30, ESV) 
 

• set before them (though privately before those who seemed influential) the gospel that I proclaim among 
the Gentiles, in order to make sure I was not running or had not run in vain.  (2:2b) 
 

“Those Who Seemed Influential” 
 

Peter 
1. But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them: “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this 

be known to you, and give ear to my words. (Acts 2:14) 
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John 
1. Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. And a man lame from birth was being 

carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple. 
(Acts 3:1-2) 

2. Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, common men, they were 
astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus. (Acts 4:13) 

3. But Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you  must judge, 
for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.” (Acts 4:19-20) 

 
James—Brother of Jesus 

1. But motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he described to them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison.  And he 
said, “Tell these things to James and to the brothers.” Then he departed and went to another place. (Acts 12:17) 

2. After they finished speaking, James replied, “Brothers, listen to me. Simeon has related how God first visited the Gentiles, to take 
from them a people for his name. (Acts 15:13-14) 

3. When we had come to Jerusalem, the brothers received us gladly. On the following day Paul went in with us to James, and all the 
elders were present. After greeting them, he related one by one the things that God had done among the  Gentiles through his 
ministry. (Acts 21:17-19) 

4. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. (I Corinthians 15:7) 
5. and when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given to me, they gave the right hand 

of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. (Galatians 2:9) 
6. James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: Greetings. (James 1:10 

 
 
2. Paul—with the Agreement of the Apostles—Chooses Not to Circumcise Titus as a Sign of the Gospel to the 

Gentiles (2:3-5) 
 

• But even Titus, who was with me, was not forced to be circumcised, though he was a Greek. (2:3) 
 

• Yet because of false brothers secretly brought in—who slipped in to spy out our freedom that we have in 
Christ Jesus, so that they might bring us into slavery—  (2:4) 
 

The Battle Over Circumcision 
 

False Brothers Titus 
This is my covenant, which you shall keep, between me and you 
and your offspring after you: Every male among you shall be 
circumcised. You shall be circumcised in the flesh of your 
foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and 
you. He who is eight days old among you shall be circumcised. 
Every male throughout your generations, whether born in your 
house or bought with your money from any foreigner who is not 
of your offspring, both he who is born in your house and he who 
is bought with your money, shall surely be circumcised. So shall 
my covenant be in your flesh an everlasting covenant. Any 
uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his 
foreskin shall be cut off from his people; he has broken my 
covenant.” (Genesis 17:9-14, ESV) 

For circumcision indeed is of value if you obey the law, but if you 
break the law, your circumcision becomes uncircumcision. So, if a 
man who is uncircumcised keeps the precepts of the law, will not 
his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision? Then he who is 
physically uncircumcised but keeps the law will condemn you 
who have the written code and circumcision but break the law. 
For no one is a Jew who is merely one outwardly, nor is 
circumcision outward and physical. But a Jew is one inwardly, and 
circumcision is a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the 
letter. His praise is not from man but from God. (Romans 2:25-29, 
ESV) 

 

 
• to them we did not yield in submission even for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be 

preserved for you.  (2:5) 
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3. Paul Receives Fully the Apostles’ Recognition of God’s Authority of the Gospel to the Gentiles (2:6-9) 
 

• And from those who seemed to be influential (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no 
partiality)—those, I say, who seemed influential added nothing to me. (2:6) 
 

• On the contrary, when they saw that I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as 
Peter had been entrusted with the gospel to the circumcised  (2:7) 
 

• (for he who worked through Peter for his apostolic ministry to the circumcised worked also through me 
for mine to the Gentiles), and (2:8) 
 

• when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given to me, 
they gave the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to 
the circumcised. (2:9) 
 

Three Apostles: One Message—Works of Faith 
 

James Peter John 
But be doers of the word, and not hearers 
only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is 
a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is 
like a man who looks intently at his natural 
face in a mirror. For he looks at himself and 
goes away and at once forgets what he was 
like. But the one who looks into the perfect 
law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, 
being no hearer who forgets but a doer 
who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. If 
anyone thinks he is religious and does not 
bridle his tongue but deceives his heart, 
this person’s religion is worthless. Religion 
that is pure and undefiled before God the 
Father is this: to visit orphans and widows 
in their affliction, and to keep oneself 
unstained from the world. (James 1:22-27, 
ESV) 
 

For this very reason, make every effort to 
supplement your faith with virtue, and 
virtue with knowledge, and knowledge 
with self-control, and self-control with 
steadfastness, and steadfastness with 
godliness, and godliness with brotherly 
affection, and brotherly affection with love. 
For if these qualities are yours and are 
increasing, they keep you from being 
ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. For whoever lacks 
these qualities is so nearsighted that he is 
blind, having forgotten that he was 
cleansed from his former sins. Therefore, 
brothers, be all the more diligent to 
confirm your calling and election, for if you 
practice these qualities you will never fall. 
For in this way there will be richly provided 
for you an entrance into the eternal 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. (2 Peter 1:5-11, ESV) 

My little children, I am writing these things 
to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. He is 
the propitiation for our sins, and not for 
ours only but also for the sins of the whole 
world. And by this we know that we have 
come to know him, if we keep his 
commandments. Whoever says “I know 
him” but does not keep his commandments 
is a liar, and the truth is not in him, but 
whoever keeps his word, in him truly the 
love of God is perfected. By this we may 
know that we are in him: whoever says he 
abides in him ought to walk in the same way 
in which he walked. (John 2:1-6, ESV) 

 

 
 

4. Paul Accepts the Apostles Invitation for the Gentile Churches to Help the Poor in Jerusalem  (2:10) 
 

• Only, they asked us to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do. 
 

Church in Antioch:  
Gave Generously to the Poor in Israel 

 
Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. And one of them named Agabus stood up and 
foretold by the Spirit that there would be a great famine over all the world (this took place in the days of Claudius). 
So the disciples determined, every one according to his ability, to send relief to the brothers living in Judea. And they 
did so, sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul.  (Acts 11:27-30 ESV) 
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Church in Galatia:  
Planned to Regularly Give for the Poor in Israel 

 
Now concerning the collection for the saints: as I directed the churches of Galatia, so you also are to do. On the first 
day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no 
collecting when I come. And when I arrive, I will send those whom you accredit by letter to carry your gift to Jerusalem. 
If it seems advisable that I should go also, they will accompany me.  (1 Corinthians 16:1-4 ESV) 
 
and when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given to me, they gave 
the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. Only, 
they asked us to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do.  (Galatians 2:9-10 ESV) 
 

Church in Corinth:  
Taught about Giving Generously to the Poor in Israel 

 
I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. For you know 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his 
poverty might become rich…For I do not mean that others should be eased and you burdened, but that as a matter 
of fairness your abundance at the present time should supply their need, so that their abundance may supply your 
need, that there may be fairness. As it is written, “Whoever gathered much had nothing left over, and whoever 
gathered little had no lack.”  (2 Corinthians 8:8-15 ESV) 
 

Church in Philippi:  
Gave Sacrificially to the Poor in Israel 

 
We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia, for 
in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of 
generosity on their part. For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their 
own accord, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints—and this, not as we expected, 
but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us.  (2 Corinthians 8:1-5 ESV) 
 

Church in Rome: 
Reminded of the Preaching to the Gentiles and the Generosity of the Gentiles for the Poor in Israel 

 
I myself am satisfied about you, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge and 
able to instruct one another. But on some points I have written to you very boldly by way of reminder, because of 
the grace given me by God to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles in the priestly service of the gospel of God, 
so that the offering of the Gentiles may be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  (Romans 15:14-16 ESV) 
 

 


