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Warning to Deconversion of Faith in Jesus (Part 3) 
Galatians 3:23-4:11 / August 27, 2022 

 
1.  Arguments from Personal Experience      3:1-5 
2.  Arguments from Abraham         3:6-9 
3.  Arguments from the Law          3:10-14 
4.  Arguments from Old Testament History     3:15-22 
5.  Arguments from the Historical Jesus Christ    3:23-4:7 
 Conclusion/Summary          4:8-11 

 
5. ARGUMENTS FROM THE HISTORICAL JESUS CHRIST 3:23-29 
 
 A) What we Once Were Before Christ Under the Law   3:23-24 

 
1. The Law Enslaved Us as Guilty Prisoners  3:23 
 

Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith would 
be revealed.  
 
 Captive:   At Damascus, the governor under King Aretas was guarding the city of Damascus in      
 order to seize me, (2 Corinthians 11:32, ESV) 
 Imprisoned:   And when they had done this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and their nets were    
  breaking. (Luke 5:6, ESV) 
 

2. The Law Disciplines Us as Disobedient Child   3:24 
 

So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be justified by faith.  
 
 Guardian:   For though you have countless guides in Christ, you do not have many fathers. (I     
   Corinthians  4:15, ESV) 
     What do you wish? Shall I come to you with a rod, or with love in a spirit of gentleness?    
  (I Corinthians 4:21, ESV) 
 

B)  What We Are Now Under Christ  3:25-29 / 4:1-7 
 
1. What We Are in Eternity: We are Sons of God  3:25-27 

 
But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of 
God,  
 
 Hidden:  through faith.  
 Visible:  For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.  
 

2. What We Are in Society:  We are One in Christ 3:28 
 
 Not Divided by Race:  There is neither Jew nor Greek,  
 Not Divided by Class:  there is neither slave nor free,  
 Not Divided by Gender:  there is no male and female,  
 United by Jesus:    for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  
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But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: 
 
“‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, / that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, / and your old men shall dream dreams; 
even on my male servants and female servants 
in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 
And I will show wonders in the heavens above / and signs on the earth below, 
blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; / the sun shall be turned to darkness / and the moon to blood, 
before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. 
And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ (Acts 2:16-21, ESV) 
 
While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. And the believers from among the 
circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles.  
For they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. (Acts 10:44-46, ESV) 

 
3. What We Are in History:  We are Heirs of Abraham 3:29-4:3 

 
And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise. I mean that the 
heir, as long as he is a child, is no different from a slave, though he is the owner of everything, but he is 
under guardians and managers until the date set by his father.  In the same way we also, when we were 
children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world.  
 

Abraham, the Heir, Never Received the Promise 
1) Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. And I 

will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.  will bless those who 
bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Genesis 12:1-3, ESV) 

 
2) Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD, who had 

appeared to him. (Genesis 12:7, ESV) 
 

3) The LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated from him, “Lift up your eyes and look from the place where you are, northward and 
southward and eastward and westward,  for all the land that you see I will give to you and to your offspring forever. 16 I will make your 
offspring as the dust of the earth, so that if one can count the dust of the earth, your offspring also can be counted. 17 Arise, walk 
through the length and the breadth of the land, for I will give it to you.” (Genesis 13:14-17, ESV) 

 
4) After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very 

great.” But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 
And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.”  And behold, the word of 
the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir.” And he brought him outside and said, 
“Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” And he 
believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness. And he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you out from Ur of the 
Chaldeans to give you this land to possess.” (Genesis 15:1-7, ESV) 

 
5) Then the LORD said to Abram, “Know for certain that your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants 

there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years. But I will bring judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall 
come out with great possessions. As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried in a good old age. 16 And they 
shall come back here in the fourth generation, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.” (Genesis 15:13-16, ESV) 

 
6) On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your offspring I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, 

the river Euphrates, the land of the Kenites, the Kenizzites, the Kadmonites,  the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim,  the Amorites, 
the Canaanites, the Girgashites and the Jebusites.” (Genesis 15:18-21, ESV) 

 
7) When Abram was ninety-nine years old the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be 

blameless, that I may make my covenant between me and you, and may multiply you greatly.”  Then Abram fell on his face. And God 
said to him, “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be 
called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly 
fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall come from you. And I will establish my covenant between me and you and 
your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. 
And I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, 
and I will be their God.” (Genesis 17:1-8, ESV) 

 
8) God said, “No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac. I will establish my covenant with him as an 

everlasting covenant for his offspring after him. (Genesis 17:19, ESV) 
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9) And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven  and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, 

because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your 
offspring as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, and in 
your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice.” (Genesis 22:15-18, ESV) 

 
10) These are the days of the years of Abraham’s life, 175 years.  Abraham breathed his last and died in a good old age, an old man and full 

of years, and was gathered to his people. Isaac and Ishmael his sons buried him in the cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the son 
of Zohar the Hittite, east of Mamre, the field that Abraham purchased from the Hittites. There Abraham was buried, with Sarah his 
wife. (Genesis 25:7-10, ESV) 

 
4. What We Are in the Church: We are Adopted by the Spirit 4:4-7 
 

But when the fullness of time had come,  
• God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the 

law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.  
 

“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and 
signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know—  this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite 
plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. God raised him up, loosing the pangs 
of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. (Acts 2:22-24, ESV) 
 

• And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 
Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 
 

This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having 
received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. 
(Acts 2:32-33, ESV) 
 
And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far 
off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.” (Acts 2:38-39, ESV) 
 
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, 
but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”  The Spirit himself bears witness 
with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided 
we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. (Romans 8:14-17, ESV) 

 
Conclusion/Summary of the Five Arguments  4:8-11 

 
1. Remember what you once were  4:8 

 
 Formerly, when you did not know God, you were enslaved to those that by nature are not gods.  

 
2. Remember what you are now  4:9a 

 
 But now that you have come to know God, or rather to be known by God,  

 
3. Remember Not to Return to the Law   4:9b-11 

 
how can you turn back again to the weak and worthless elementary principles of the world, whose 
slaves you want to be once more? You observe days and months and seasons and years!  I am afraid I 
may have labored over you in vain. 

 


