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ADVENT: God with Us 
Christmas Eve Service / December 19, 2020 

 
1. O Sapentia    (Wisdom) 
2. O Adonai     (Name of God) 
3. O Radix Jesse    (Root of Jesse) 
4. O Clavis David   (Key of David) 

 
 

5. O Oriens     (Dayspring) 
6. O Rex genitium   (King of the Gentiles) 
7. O Emmanuel   (God with Us) 
 
SARCORE  ERO CRAS “I Will Be Present 
Tomorrow” 

 
1. JESUS: THE WISDOM OF GOD   (O Sapentia)     
 

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 
Who ordered all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show, 
And teach us in her ways to go. 
 

THE PERIOD OF CREATION 
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face 
of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was 
light. (Genesis 1:1-3) The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to work it and keep it. And the LORD 
God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of every tree of the garden, but of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Genesis 2:15-17) 
 

ISAIAH 
There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, / and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, / the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, / the Spirit of counsel and might, 
/ the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, / or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, / and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, / and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, / and faithfulness the belt of his loins.  (Isaiah 11:2-3) 

 
2. JESUS: THE LORD OF MIGHT      (O Adonai)   

 
O come, O come, great Lord of might, 
Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height 
In ancient times once gave the law 
In cloud and majesty and awe. 
 

THE PERIOD OF THE EXODUS 
The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there, that I may give you the tablets of stone, with 
the law and the commandment, which I have written for their instruction.”  So Moses rose with his assistant Joshua, and 
Moses went up into the mountain of God. And he said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we return to you. And behold, 
Aaron and Hur are with you. Whoever has a dispute, let him go to them.” Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the 
cloud covered the mountain. The glory of the LORD dwelt on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it six days. And on the 
seventh day he called to Moses out of the midst of the cloud. Now the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a 
devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. Moses entered the cloud and went up on the 
mountain. And Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights. (Exodus 24:12-16) 

 
ISAIAH 

For the LORD is our judge; the LORD is our lawgiver; / the LORD is our king; he will save us.  (Isaiah 33:22) 
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3. JESUS: THE ROD OF JESSE   (O Radiz Jesse)      
 

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free 
Thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 
From depths of hell Thy people save, 
And give them victory over the grave. 
 

THE PERIOD OF THE KINGDOM 
The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have rejected him from being king over Israel? Fill your 
horn with oil, and go. I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 
And Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will kill me.”  
And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ And invite Jesse to the sacrifice, 
and I will show you what you shall do. And you shall anoint for me him whom I declare to you.”  
Samuel did what the LORD commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling and said, 
“Do you come peaceably?”  
And he said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice.”  
And he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. (I Samuel 16:1-5) 

 
ISAIAH 

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, / and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 
And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, / the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, / the Spirit of counsel and might, 
/ the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 
And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, / or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, / and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, / and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist, / and faithfulness the belt of his loins. (Isaiah 11:1-5) 

 
4. JESUS: THE KEY OF DAVID       (O Clavis David)    

 
O come, Thou Key of David, come, 
And open wide our heavenly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. 
 

THE PERIOD OF THE DIVIDED KINGDOM 
Thus says the Lord GOD of hosts, “Come, go to this steward, to Shebna, who is over the household, and say to him:  What 
have you to do here, and whom have you here, that you have cut out here a tomb for yourself, you who cut out a tomb on the 
height and carve a dwelling for yourself in the rock? Behold, the LORD will hurl you away violently, O you strong man. He will 
seize firm hold on you and whirl you around and around, and throw you like a ball into a wide land. There you shall die, and 
there shall be your glorious chariots, you shame of your master’s house. I will thrust you from your office, and you will be 
pulled down from your station.  
 
In that day I will call my servant Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, and I will clothe him with your robe, and will bind your sash on 
him, and will commit your authority to his hand. And he shall be a father to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and to the house of 
Judah. And I will place on his shoulder the key of the house of David. He shall open, and none shall shut; and he shall shut, 
and none shall open.  And I will fasten him like a peg in a secure place, and he will become a throne of honor to his father’s 
house. And they will hang on him the whole honor of his father’s house, the offspring and issue, every small vessel, from the 
cups to all the flagons. In that day, declares the LORD of hosts, the peg that was fastened in a secure place will give way, and it 
will be cut down and fall, and the load that was on it will be cut off, for the LORD has spoken.” (Isaiah 22:15-25) 
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5. JESUS: DAYSPRING      (O Oriens)   
 
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer 
Our spirits by Thine advent here; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
 

THE PERIOD OF CAPTIVITY 
Remember my affliction and my wanderings, / the wormwood and the gall! 
My soul continually remembers it / and is bowed down within me. 
But this I call to mind, / and therefore I have hope: 
The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; / his mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning; / great is your faithfulness. 
“The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, / “therefore I will hope in him.” 
The LORD is good to those who wait for him, / to the soul who seeks him. 
It is good that one should wait quietly / for the salvation of the LORD. 
It is good for a man that he bear / the yoke in his youth. (Lamentations 3:19-27) 

 
ISAIAH  

But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and 
the land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the 
nations. 
The people who walked in darkness / have seen a great light; 
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, / on them has light shone.    (Isaiah 9:1-2) 

 
 
6. JESUS: THE DESIRE OF NATIONS        (O Rex genitium)    
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. 
 

THE PERIOD OF RESTORATION 
Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, declares the LORD. Be strong, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the high priest. Be strong, all you 
people of the land, declares the LORD. Work, for I am with you, declares the LORD of hosts, according to the covenant that I 
made with you when you came out of Egypt. My Spirit remains in your midst. Fear not. For thus says the LORD of hosts: Yet 
once more, in a little while, I will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea and the dry land.  And I will shake all 
nations, so that the treasures of all nations shall come in, and I will fill this house with glory, says the LORD of hosts. The 
silver is mine, and the gold is mine, declares the LORD of hosts. The latter glory of this house shall be greater than the 
former, says the LORD of hosts. And in this place I will give peace, declares the LORD of hosts.’” (Haggai 2:1-9) 

 
ISAIAH 

It shall come to pass in the latter days / that the mountain of the house of the LORD 
shall be established as the highest of the mountains, / and shall be lifted up above the hills; 
and all the nations shall flow to it, / and many peoples shall come, and say: 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, / to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways / and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth the law, / and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
He shall judge between the nations, / and shall decide disputes for many peoples; 
and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, / and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, / neither shall they learn war anymore.  (Isaiah 2:2-4) 
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7. JESUS: EMMANUEL            (O Emmanuel)    
 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
 

THE PERIOD OF THE BIRTH OF JESUS 
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came 
together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put 
her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him 
in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the 
Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place 
to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 
 “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, / and they shall call his name Immanuel” 
(which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 
but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus. (Matthew 1:18-25) 

 
ISAIAH  

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz:  “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.”  
But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.”  
And he said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also?  Therefore the 
Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. (Isaiah 
7:10-14) 

 
Chorus: ADVENT OF JESUS   
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel 
 
1. “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.” (Revelation 1:8) 

 
2. I am coming soon. Hold fast what you have, so that no one may seize your crown. The one who conquers, I will make him a 

pillar in the temple of my God. Never shall he go out of it, and I will write on him the name of my God, and the name of the 
city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of heaven, and my own new name. (Revelation 3:11-
12) 
 

3. Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, 
and he with me. The one who conquers, I will grant him to sit with me on my throne, as I also conquered and sat down with 
my Father on his throne. (Revelation 3:20-21) 
 

4. (“Behold, I am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his garments on, that he may not go about 
naked and be seen exposed!”) (Revelation 16:15) 
 

5. “And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.” (Revelation 22:7) 
 

6. “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each one for what he has done.  I am the Alpha and 
the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” (Revelation 22:12-13) Blessed are those who wash their robes, so 
that they may have the right to the tree of life and that they may enter the city by the gates. (Revelation 22:14) “I, Jesus, have 
sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright 
morning star.” (Revelation 22:16) 
 

7. He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! (Revelation 22:20) 
 
 
 


