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Knowing Jesus 
I John 2:1-17 / May 29, 2021 

 
OBEY JESUS’ COMMANDMENTS    (2:1-6) 
 

1. Jesus Is Your Advocate  (2:1) 
 
  My little children, I am writing these things to you in order that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we  
  have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous one, and  

 
Advocate: Holy Spirit 

I have said these things to you so that you will not fall away.  
They will expel you from the synagogue, but an hour is coming that everyone who kills you will think they are offering service to God. And 
they will do these things because they do not know the Father or me. 
 But I have said these things to you so that when their hour comes, you may remember that I told you about them. 
 
“And I have not said these things to you from the beginning, because I was with you.  
But now I am going away to the one who sent me, and none of you is asking me, ‘Where are you going?’ But because I have said these 
things to you, sorrow has filled your hearts.  
But I tell you the truth, it is better for you that I go away. For if I do not go away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send 
him to you.  
• And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and concerning righteousness and concerning judgment: concerning 

sin, because they do not believe in me, and  
• concerning righteousness, because I am going away to the Father and you will see me no more, and  
• concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world has been condemned. 
 
I still have many things to say to you, but you are not able to bear them now.  
But when he—the Spirit of truth—comes, he will guide you into all the truth. For he will not speak from himself, but whatever he hears 
he will speak, and he will proclaim to you the things to come.  
He will glorify me, because he will take from what is mine and will proclaim it to you. Everything that the Father has is mine. For this 
reason I said that he takes from what is mine and will proclaim it to you. (John 16:1-15, Lexham English Bible) 
 

2. Jesus Is Your Propitiation  (2:2) 
 
he is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.  

 
Propitiation:  

 
Animal Skins:  And Yahweh God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skin, and he clothed them. (Genesis 3:21, Lexham     
  English Bible) 
 
Abel’s Offering: Abel also brought an offering from the choicest firstlings of his flock. And Yahweh looked with favor to Abel and to his   
   offering,  but to Cain and to his offering he did not look with favor. And Cain became very angry, and his face fell. 
 
Ark:    And I will establish my covenant with you, and you must go into the ark—you, and your sons, and your wife, and the   
   wives of your sons with you.  And of every living thing, from all flesh, you must bring two from every kind into the ark    
  to keep them alive with you; they shall be male and female. (Genesis 6:18,19, Lexham English Bible) 
 
Noah’s Offering: And Noah built an altar to Yahweh, and he took from all the clean animals and from all the clean birds, and offered    
  burnt offerings on the altar. And Yahweh smelled the soothing fragrance, and Yahweh said to himself, “Never again     
 will I curse the  ground for the sake of humankind, because the inclination of the heart of humankind is evil from his     
 youth. Nor will I ever again destroy all life as I have done. As long as the earth endures, seed and harvest, cold and      heat, 
summer and winter, day and night will not cease. (Genesis 8:20-22, Lexham English Bible) 
 
Abram’s Offering: And he said to him, “Take for me a three-year-old heifer, and a three-year-old female goat, and a three-year-old ram,   
   and a turtledove and a young pigeon.” And he took for him all these and cut them in pieces down the middle. And he    
  put each piece opposite the other, but the birds he did not cut. (Genesis 15:9-10, Lexham English Bible) 
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Circumcision: This is my covenant which you shall keep, between me and you, and also with your offspring after you: Every male     
 among you shall be circumcised. And you shall circumcise the flesh of your foreskin, and it shall be a sign of the      
 covenant between me and you. 
 
Isaac’s Sacrifice: And he said, “Do not stretch out your hand against the boy; do not do anything to him. For now I know that you are one   
  who fears God, since you have not withheld your son, your only child, from me.” And Abraham lifted up his eyes and     
 looked. And behold, a ram was caught in the thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it     
 as a burnt offering in place of his son. And Abraham called the name of that place “Yahweh will provide,” for which     
 reason it is said today, “on the mountain of Yahweh it shall be provided.” (Genesis 22:12-14, Lexham Englsih Bible) 
 
Passover Lamb: “You will keep it until the fourteenth day of this month, and all the assembly of the community of Israel will slaughter it   
   at twilight. And they will take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel on the houses in     
  which they eat it. (Exodus 12:6-7, Lexham English Bible) 
 
10th Plague:  “And I will go through the land of Egypt during this night, and I will strike all of the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from   
   human to animal, and I will do punishments among all of the gods of Egypt. I am Yahweh. (Exodus 12:12, Lexham     
  English Bible)  
 
Jethro’s Offering:  Now I know that Yahweh is greater than all the gods, even in the matter where they the Egyptians dealt arrogantly    
   against the Israelites.” And Jethro, the father-in-law of Moses, took a burnt offering and sacrifices for God, and Aaron    
  and all the elders of  Israel came to eat bread with the father-in-law of Moses before God. Exodus 18:11-12, Lexham     
 English Bible) 
 
Moses’ Offering: And Moses wrote all the words of Yahweh, and he rose early in the morning, and he built an altar at the base of the    
  mountain and set up twelve memorial stones for the twelve tribes of Israel. And he sent young men from the Israelites,     
 and they offered burnt offerings, and they sacrificed sacrifices as fellowship offerings to Yahweh using bulls. And     
 Moses took half of the blood, and he put it in bowls, and half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar. And he took the     
 scroll of the covenant and read it in the hearing of the people, and they said, “All that Yahweh has spoken we will do,     
 and we will listen.”  And Moses took the blood and sprinkled it on the people, and he said, “Look, the blood of the     
 covenant that Yahweh has made with you in accordance with all these words.” (Exodus 24:4-8, Lexham English Bible) 
  
Tabernacle:  “And you will offer a bull for a sin offering every day for the atonement; and you will offer a sin offering on the altar   
   when you make atonement for it, and you will anoint it to consecrate it. Seven days you will make atonement for the    
  altar, and  you will consecrate it, and the altar will be a most holy thing. Anyone who touches the altar will be holy. 
 

“And this is what you shall offer on the altar: Two one-year-old male lambs every day continually. The first lamb you will offer 
in the morning, and the second lamb you will offer at twilight. And a tenth of finely milled flour mixed with a fourth of a hin of 
beaten oil, and a fourth of a hin of wine as a libation with the first lamb. And the second lamb you will offer at twilight; you will 
offer a grain offering and its libation like that of the morning for a fragrance of appeasement, an offering made by fire for 
Yahweh. It will be a burnt offering of continuity throughout your generations at the entrance of the tent of assembly before 
Yahweh, where I will meet with you to speak to you there. 

 
“And I will meet with the Israelites there, and it will be consecrated by my glory. 44 And I will consecrate the tent of assembly 
and the altar, and Aaron and his sons I will consecrate to serve as priests for me. And I will dwell in the midst of the Israelites, 
and I will be their God. 46 And they will know that I am Yahweh, their God, who brought them out from the land of Egypt in 
order to dwell in their midst. I am Yahweh their God. (Exodus 29:36-45, Lexham English Bible) 

 
Golden Calf:  And the next day Moses said to the people, “You have sinned a great sin. And now I will go up to Yahweh. Perhaps I    
  can make atonement for your sin.” And Moses returned to Yahweh, and he said, “Alas, this people has sinned a great     
 sin and made for themselves gods of gold. And now if you will forgive their sin—and if not, please blot me from your     
 scroll that you have written.” And Yahweh said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against me I will blot him from my     
 scroll. And now go, lead the people to where I spoke to you. Look, my angel will go before you, and on the day when I     
 punish I will punish them for their sin.” And Yahweh afflicted the people because they had made the bull calf that     
 Aaron had made. (Exodus 32:30-35, Lexham English Bible) 
 
Burnt Offerings: Cattle, Sheep, Goats, Birds Leviticus 1; 6:8-13 
Grain Offerings:       Leviticus 2; 6:14-23 
Peace Offerings: Cattle, Sheep, Goats   Leviticus 3; 7:11-136 
Sin Offerings:  Cattle, Sheep, Goats, Birds Leviticus 4-5:13; 6;24-30 
Guilt Offerings: Rams     Leviticus 5:14-6:7; 7:1-10   
 
Feasts:   Passover     Leviticus 23:5 
    Unlevened Bread   Leviticus 23:6-8 
    Firstfruits     Leviticus 23:9-14 
    Weeks/Pentecost   Leviticus 23:15-21 
    Trumpets     Leviticus 23:23-25 
    Day of Atonement   Leviticus 16:1-34 
    Tabernacles    Leviticus 23:33-36 
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Propitiation: Parable of Prayer 
Now He also told this parable to some people who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and viewed others with 
contempt: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and began 
praying this in regard to himself: ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other people: swindlers, crooked, adulterers, or even like this 
tax collector. I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’  But the tax collector, standing some distance away, was even unwilling 
to raise his eyes toward heaven, but was beating his chest, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’ I tell you, this man went to 
his house justified rather than the other one; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself 
will be exalted.” (Luke 18:9-14, NAS) 
 

Book of Romans 
But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God has been revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets,  but it is the 
righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no distinction,  for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God, being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus,  whom God displayed 
publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in God’s merciful restraint 
He let the sins previously committed go unpunished;  for the demonstration, that is, of His righteousness at the present time, so that 
He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. (Romans 3:21-26, NAS) 
 

Book of Hebrews 
Therefore, since the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, so that through death He might 
destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all 
their lives. For clearly He does not give help to angels, but He gives help to the descendants of Abraham. Therefore, in all things He 
had to be made like His brothers so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make 
propitiation for the sins of the people. For since He Himself was tempted in that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid 
of those who are tempted. (Hebrews 2:14-18, NAS) 

 
3. Therefore, We Obey His Commandments (2:3-6) 
 
 And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments.  

 
The one who says “I have come to know him,” and does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the 
truth is not in this person.  
 
But whoever keeps his word, truly in this person the love of God has been perfected. By this we know that 
we are in him. The one who says that he resides in him ought also to walk just as that one walked. 

 
Great Commission: Observe Everything I Have Commanded You 

 
And Jesus approached and spoke to them, saying, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and 
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  teaching them to 
observe everything I have commanded you, and behold, I am with you all the days until the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20, 
Lexham English Bible) 
 

Commandment of Love 
 

And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded 
us. Whoever keeps his commandments abides in God, and God in him. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom 
he has given us. (I John 3:23-24, ESV) 

 
Seven Metaphors of Jesus’ Commandments: Know Jesus as: 

 
Bread    I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever. And   
   the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh. (John 6:51, ESV) 
 
Light   As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world (John 9:5, ESV) 
 
Door   So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I saw to you, I am the door of the sheep. All who came before   
   me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the  door. If anyone enters by me, he   
  will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. (John 10:7-9, ESV) 
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Shepherd  I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. (John 10:11, ESV) 
 
Resurrected Life  Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet  shall he   
   live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” (John 11:25-26,     
 ESV) 
 
Path, Truth, Life Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father  except through   
   me. (John 14:6, ESV) 
 
Vine   “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that does not bear fruit he takes    
  away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it may bear much fruit. (John 15:1-2, ESV) 

 
  

 UNDERSTAND JESUS’ COMMANDMENTS  (2:7-11) 
 

1. Jesus’ Commandment is Old   (2:7) 
 

Dear friends,  
• I am not writing a new commandment to you,  
• but an old commandment which you have had from the beginning.  
• The old commandment is the message which you have heard.  

 
Old Commandment: Love God Throughout Old Testament History 

Creation  
Then Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let us go out into the field.” And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his 
brother Abel and killed him. Then Yahweh said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” And he said, “I do not know; am I my 
brother’s keeper?” And he said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying out to me from the ground. 
(Genesis 4:8-10, Lexham English Bible) 

 
The Law 

And you shall love Yahweh your God with all of your heart and with all of your soul and with all of your might. (Deuteronomy 
6:5, Lexham English Bible) 

 
“And Yahweh your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring to love Yahweh your God with all your heart 
and with all your inner self so that you may live. (Deuteronomy 30:6, Lexham English Bible) 

 
Promise Land  

Only be very careful to observe the commandment and law that Moses Yahweh’s servant commanded you, to love Yahweh 
your God, to walk in all his ways, to keep his commandments, to hold fast to him, and to serve him with all your heart and 
with all your soul.” (Joshua 22:5, Lexham English Bible) 

 
Kingdom  

Then she said to the king, “The report which I heard in my land was true concerning your accomplishments and your wisdom. I 
had not believed the report to be true until I came and my eyes had seen, and behold! The half had not been told to me. Your 
wisdom and prosperity surpass the report that I had heard. Happy are your men and happy are these your servants who stand 
before you continually hearing your wisdom. May Yahweh your God be blessed, who has delighted in you to set you on the 
throne of Israel, because of the love of Yahweh for Israel forever, and he has made you king to execute justice and 
righteousness.” (I Kings 10:6-9, Lexham English Bible) 

 
  Captivity  

And I prayed to Yahweh my God, and I made confession and I said, “O Lord, the great and awesome God, keeping the covenant 
and loyal love with those who love him and with those who keep his commandments, (Daniel 9:4, Lexham English Bible) 

 
  Return  

I said, “O Yahweh God of the heavens, the great and awesome one who keeps the covenant and loyal love for the ones who 
love him and for those who keep his commands. (Nehemiah 1:5,Lexham English Bible) 
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2. Jesus’ Commandment is New   (2:8-11) 
 

Again, I am writing 
  
a new commandment to you,  
which is true in him and in you,  
because the darkness is passing away and the true light already is shining.  

 
• The one who says he is in the light and hates his brother is in the darkness until now.  

 
• The one who loves his brother resides in the light, and there is no cause for stumbling in him.  

 
• But the one who hates his brother is in the darkness, and walks in the darkness, and does not know 

where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.  
 
REMEMBER JESUS’ COMMANDMENTS  (2:12-17) 

 
1. Remember You are Known by Jesus   (2:12-14) 

 
  I am writing to you,  
 

A)  little children, because your sins have been forgiven you on account of his name. I am writing to  
  you, 
 
B)   fathers, because you have known the One who is from the beginning. I am writing to you,  
 
C)    young men, because you have conquered the evil one.  
 

  I have written to you,  
 
A1)  children, because you have known the Father. I have written to you,  

  
 B1)   fathers, because you have known the One who is from the beginning. I have written to you,  

 
C1)    young men, because you are strong, and the word of God resides in you, and you have   
    conquered the evil one.  

 
2. Remember You are Not to Know the World    (2:15-17) 

 
 A)  Do not love the world or the things in the world. 

  
 B)   If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him,  

 
 C)    because everything that is in the world—the desire of the flesh and the desire of the eyes  
     and the arrogance of material possessions—is not from the Father, but is from the world. 

  
B1)   And the world is passing away, and its desire,  

 
 A1)  but the one who does the will of God remains forever.  


