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Who Are the Children of God? 
I John 2:29-3:10 / June 12, 2021 

 
Introduction 

And now, little children, remain in him, so that whenever he is revealed we may have confidence and not  be 
put to shame before him at his coming. 

 
 
1. CHILDREN OF GOD ARE LOVED BY THEIR FATHER     2:29-3:1 
 

• If you know that he is righteous, you know that everyone who practices righteousness has been fathered by 
him.  2:29 

 
New Birth 

 
Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”  
Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?”  
Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. That 
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born 
again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is 
with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” (John 3:3-8, ESV) 

 
• See what sort of love the Father has given to us: that we should be called children of God, and we are! 

Because of this the world does not know us: because it did not know him.  3:1 

 
The World 

Is ruled by Satan:   Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and   
   their glory. (Matthew 4:8, ESV) 
Is in Darkness:   “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. (Matthew 5:14, ESV) 
Is Lost:     For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man    
   give in return for his soul? (Matthew 16:6, ESV) 
Destroys the Word:  but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other things enter in and   
    choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. (Mark 4:19, ESV) 
Is Absent of the Gospel: And he said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation. (Mark    
   16:15, ESV) 
Is Blind:     He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. (John   
    1:10, ESV) 
Is Hungry:    I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever.   
    And the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” (John 6:51, ESV) 
Hates Jesus:    The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify about it that its works are evil. (John 7:7,   
    ESV) 
Rejects the Truth:  Even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him.   
    You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. (John 14:17, ESV) 
Is Ignorant of God:  O righteous Father, even though the world does not know you, I know you, and these know that you    
   have sent me. (John 17:25, ESV) 

 
2. CHILDREN OF GOD HOPE IN CHRIST’S RETURN    3:2-3 
 

• Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been revealed. We know that 
whenever he is revealed we will be like him, because we will see him just as he is. 3:2 

 
• And everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as that one is pure.  3:3 
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3. CHILDREN OF GOD BELIEVE IN CHRIST’S SINLESS SACRIFICE 3:4-6 
 

• Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness.  3:4 

 
The Garden 

He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?”  
And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit 
of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’”  
But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die.  
For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

 
The Flood 

The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually. And the LORD regretted that he had made man on the earth, and it grieved him to his heart. So the LORD said, “I 
will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, man and animals and creeping things and birds of the heavens, for I 
am sorry that I have made them.”  But Noah found favor in the eyes of the LORD. (Genesis 6:5-8, ESV) 

 
The Law 

  But the land shall be abandoned by them and enjoy its Sabbaths while it lies desolate without them, and they shall make   
 amends for their iniquity, because they spurned my rules and their soul abhorred my statutes. (Leviticus 26:43, ESV) 
 

Judges 
   In those days there was no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his own eyes. (Judges 21:25, ESV) 
 

Paul 
Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is 
revealed, the son of destruction,  who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes 
his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God.  (2 Thessalonians 2:3 ESV) 

   
• And you know that that one was revealed in order that he might take away sins, and in him there is no 

sin. 3:5 

 
• Everyone who resides in him does not sin. Everyone who sins has neither seen him nor known him.  3:6 

 
Light of the World: Man Born Blind 

So for the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that this man is a 
sinner.”  
He answered, “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.”  
They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?”  
He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to 
become his disciples?”  
And they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for 
this man, we do not know where he comes from.”  
The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know 
that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him.  Never since the world 
began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind.  If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”  
They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?” And they cast him out. (John 9:24-34, ESV) 

 
 
4. CHILDREN OF GOD KNOW THEIR TRUE FATHER    3:7-10 
  

• Little children, let no one deceive you: the one who practices righteousness is righteous, just as that one is 
righteous. The one who practices sin is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the 
beginning. For this reason the Son of God was revealed: in order to destroy the works of the devil. 3:7-8 

 
 
 

Satan, Devil, Ruler of the World, Evil One 
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Satan:   
Jesus answered, “It is he to whom I will give this morsel of bread when I have dipped it.” So when he had dipped the morsel, he gave 
it to Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot. Then after he had taken the morsel, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, “What you are 
going to do, do quickly.”  John 13:26-27, ESV) 
 
Devil: 
They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham's children, you would be doing the works 
Abraham did,  but now you seek to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. This is not what Abraham did. 
You are doing the works your father did.” They said to him, “We were not born of sexual immorality. We have one Father—even 
God.” Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and I am here. I came not of my own 
accord, but he sent me. Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear to hear my word. You are of your 
father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, 
because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. But because I 
tell the truth, you do not believe me. Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me? Whoever is 
of God hears the words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is that you are not of God.” (John 8:39-47, ESV) 
 
Ruler of this World:  
“Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this hour. 
Father, glorify your name.”  
Then a voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.”  
The crowd that stood there and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.”  

   Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this   
 world be cast out. And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.”  (John 12:27-31, ESV) 

 
Evil One 
We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own deeds 
were evil and his brother's righteous. Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. (I John 3:12-13, ESV) 
 

• Everyone who is fathered by God does not practice sin, because his seed resides in him, and he is not able 
to sin, because he has been fathered by God. By this the children of God and the children of the devil are 
evident: everyone who does not practice righteousness is not of God, namely, the one who does not love 
his brother.  3:9-10 
 

Born Again: Fathered by God 
 

CREATION:  So God created man in his own image, / in the image of God he created him; / male and female he created them. 
And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” (Genesis 1:27-28, ESV)  
 
FALL: And I will put enmity / Between you and the woman, / And between your seed and her seed; / He shall bruise you on the 
head, / And you shall bruise him on the heel.” (Genesis 3:15, ESV) 
 
LETTER OF JOHN:  
• If you know that he is righteous, you may be sure that everyone who practices righteousness has been born of him. (I John 

2:29, ESV) 
• No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him; and he cannot keep on sinning, because he has 

been born of God. (I John 3:9, ESV) 
• Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. (I John 4:7, 

ESV) 
• Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has 

been born of him. (I John 5:1, ESV) 
• For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. 

Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? (I John 5:4-5, ESV) 
• We know that everyone who has been born of God does not keep on sinning, but he who was born of God protects him, and 

the evil one does not touch him. (I John 5:18, ESV) 


