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The Children of God Love Their Siblings in the Lord  
I John 3:11-24, Lexham English Bible, June 19, 2021 

 
 

Introduction 
 By this the children of God and the children of the devil are evident: everyone who does not practice righteousness is not of 
God, namely, the one who does not love his brother.    (I John 3:10, Lexham English Bible) 

 
GOD’S CHILDREN LOVE OTHERS   3:11-15 

 
• Love Is Represented by God’s Character  (3:11) 

  For this is the message that you have heard from the beginning: that we should love one another,  
 

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of 
the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. (Genesis 1;1-2, ESV) 
 
Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 25 And the man and 
his wife were both naked and were not ashamed. (Genesis 2:24-25, ESV) 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things 
were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 
The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
 
The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world.  
He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him.  
He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.  
But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, 
because he was before me.’”)  For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; 
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him 
known. (John 1:1-18, ESV) 

 
• Love Is Hated by the World  (3:12-13) 

not as Cain, who was of the evil one and violently murdered his brother. And for what reason did he 
violently murder him? Because his deeds were evil and the deeds of his brother were righteous. Do not 
marvel, brothers, if the world hates you.  
 

Cain and Abel 
A) CAIN   Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, “I have gotten a man with the help of   
 the  LORD.”   

   B) ABEL  And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, 
   
  A1) CAIN  and Cain a worker of the ground. In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an offering of the fruit of the    
   ground, 

B1) ABEL  and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the LORD had regard     
  for Abel and his offering, 
 
A2) CAIN  but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell. The LORD said to    
 Cain, “Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen?  If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you    
 do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is contrary to you, but you must rule over it.” 
B2) ABEL  Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and    
 killed him. Then the LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel your brother?” 
 



 2 

A3) CAIN  He said, “I do not know; am I my brother’s keeper?”  
B3) ABEL  And the LORD said, “What have you done? The voice of your brother’s blood is crying to me from the ground.   
  And now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from    
 your hand. 
 

   A4) CAIN  When you work the ground, it shall no longer yield to you its strength. You shall be a fugitive and a wanderer   
     on the earth.”   

     Cain said to the LORD, “My punishment is greater than I can bear. Behold, you have driven me today away    
   from the  ground, and from your face I shall be hidden. I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and     
  whoever finds me  will kill me.”  
     Then the LORD said to him, “Not so! If anyone kills Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him sevenfold.” And    
   the LORD put a mark on Cain, lest any who found him  should attack him. Then Cain went away from the      
  presence of the LORD  and settled in the land of Nod, east of Eden. (Genesis 4:1-16, ESV)    

 
• Love is Confirmed with Eternal Life  (3:14-15) 

  We know that we have passed over from death to life because we love the brothers.  
  The one who does not love remains in death. Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer, and you   
  know that every murderer does not have eternal life residing in him.  
    
GOD’S CHILDREN LOVE WITH THE WILL  3:16-18 
 

• Modeled on Christ   (3:16) 
 We have come to know love by this: that he laid down his life on behalf of us, and we ought to lay down  
 our lives on behalf of the brothers.  
 

Jesus Explains The Cross 
Criminal  Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and    
  follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. For     
 what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for     his 
soul? For the Son of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay      each 
person according to what he has done. Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who will not taste     death 
until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” (Matthew 16:24-28, ESV) 
 
Child  And they came to Capernaum. And when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you discussing on     
 the way?”  But they kept silent, for on the way they had argued with one another about who was the greatest.     
 And he sat down and called the twelve. And he said to them, “If anyone would be first, he must be last of all     
 and servant of all.” And he took a child and put him in the midst of them, and taking him in his arms, he said to    
 them, “Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me, receives not me     
 but him who sent me.” (Mark 9:33-37, ESV) 

 
Slave  But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their     
 great ones exercise authority over them. It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you     
 must be your servant,  and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, even as the Son of Man      
 came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:25-28, ESV) 

 
• Directed to the Poor  (3:17) 

But whoever has the world’s material possessions and observes his brother in need and shuts his heart 
against him, how does the love of God reside in him? 

 
Giving to the Poor 

Give a tithe every three years:  “At the end of every three years you shall bring out all the tithe of your produce in the same year and 
lay it up within your towns. (Deuteronomy 14:28 ESV) 
 
Share with the Poor:  And the Levite, because he has no portion or inheritance with you, and the sojourner, the fatherless, and the 
widow, who are within your towns, shall come and eat and be filled, that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands 
that you do.  (Deuteronomy 14:29 ESV) 
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God Desires there shall be No Poor: But there will be no poor among you; for the LORD will bless you in the land that the LORD your 
God is giving you for an inheritance to possess—if only you will strictly obey the voice of the LORD your God, being careful to do all this 
commandment that I command you today.  (Deuteronomy 15:4-5 ESV) 
Share the Edges of the Field:  “When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not reap your field right up to its edge, neither shall 
you gather the gleanings after your harvest. And you shall not strip your vineyard bare, neither shall you gather the fallen grapes of your 
vineyard. You shall leave them for the poor and for the sojourner: I am the LORD your God.   
 
Share the Dropped Harvest:  “When you reap your harvest in your field and forget a sheaf in the field, you shall not go back to get it. It 
shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow, that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. When you 
beat your olive trees, you shall not go over them again. It shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow. When you gather the 
grapes of your vineyard, you shall not strip it afterward. It shall be for the sojourner, the fatherless, and the widow. You shall remember 
that you were a slave in the land of Egypt; therefore I command you to do this.  (Deuteronomy 24:19-22 ESV) 
 
Share the Harvest with Your Hand:  “If you go into your neighbor's vineyard, you may eat your fill of grapes, as many as you wish, but 
you shall not put any in your bag. If you go into your neighbor's standing grain, you may pluck the ears with your hand, but you shall not 
put a sickle to your neighbor's standing grain.  (Deuteronomy 23:24-25 ESV) 

 
 Grace Giving: Fulfillment of the O.T.: Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one  said that 
any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but they had everything in common. And with great power the  apostles 
were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a  needy 
person among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was  sold and 
laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.  Thus Joseph, who was also called by the  apostles 
Barnabas (which means son of encouragement), a Levite, a native of Cyprus, sold a field that belonged to him and  brought the money 
and laid it at the apostles' feet.  (Acts 4:32-37 ESV) 

 
• Expressed with Deeds  (3:18) 

  Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth.  
 

Faith With Works 
But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.”  
Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.  
You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that 
faith apart from works is useless?  
Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? You see that faith was active along with 
his works, and faith was completed by his works; and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted 
to him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone.  
And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by 
another way? For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead. (James 2:18-26, ESV) 

 
GOD’S CHILDREN LOVE WITH CONFIDENCE  3:19-24 
 

• God’s Grace (3:19-22) 
  By this we know that we are of the truth and will convince our heart before him,  

  that if our heart condemns us, that God is greater than our heart and knows all things.   
 
  Dear friends, if our heart does not condemn us,  
   we have confidence before God, and  
   whatever we ask we receive from him,  
    because we keep his commandments and do what is pleasing in his sight.  
 

• God’s Presence   (3:23-24) 
And this is his commandment: that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, 
just as he commanded us.  
And the one who keeps his commandments resides in him, and he in him.  
And by this we know that he resides in us: by the Spirit whom he has given to us. 
 


