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Ten Truths About Knowing Jesus 
I John 5:13-21 / July 24, 2021 

 
In progressive circles, however, the idea that God 
would require the blood sacrifice of his only Son makes 
God the Father out to be some kind of divine child 
abuser. Thus, they often deny the substitutionary 
atonement of Christ. Michael Gungor, musician and 
host of The Liturgists Podcast, wrote, “I would love to 
hear more artists who sing to God and fewer who 
include a Father murdering a son in that endeavor.”[iii] 
And, “. . . that God needed to be appeased with blood 
is not beautiful. It’s horrific.”[iv]  
https://www.impact360institute.org/articles/how-to-
recognize-progressive-christianity-through-theology/  
 
 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild 
animal which Yahweh God had made. He said to the 
woman, “Did God indeed say, ‘You shall not eat from 
any tree in the garden’?”  
The woman said to the serpent, “From the fruit of the 
trees of the garden we may eat, but from the tree that is 
in the midst of the garden, God said, ‘You shall not eat 
from it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die’.”  
But the serpent said to the woman, “You shall not 
surely die.  
For God knows that on the day you both eat from it, 
1. then your eyes will be opened and  
2. you both shall be like gods,  
3. knowing good and evil.” (Genesis 3:1-5, Lexham 

Engligh Bible) 
 
WHEN WE BELIEVE IN JESUS AS GOD,  
These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, 
 
1. WE KNOW GOD GIVES ETERNAL LIFE 
 in order that you may know that you have eternal life. (13) 
 

I John 
Word of life (1:1) 
Eternal life manifested to Apostles (1:2) 
Promised eternal life (2:25) 
Passed out of death into life (3:14) 
Eternal life not in the murderer (3:15) 
Jesus laid down his life for us (3:16) 
God gave us eternal life in His son (5:11) 
The Son gives life (5:12) 
God will give life (5:16) 
Jesus is the true eternal life (5:20) 
 
John 
Life was in Jesus (1:4) 
Belief in Jesus gives eternal life (3:15) 
Belief in Jesus gives eternal life (3:36) 
Jesus gives water of eternal life (4:14) 
Eternal life given to those who reap and gathers (4:36) 
Jesus give life (5:26) 
Refusal of Jesus denies eternal life (5:40) 
Work for food that endures to eternal life (6:27) 

John 
Bread of life give life (6:33) 
Will of God is to believe in Jesus for eternal life (6:40) 
Belief in Jesus and have eternal life (6:47) 
Jesus is the bread of life (6:48) 
Jesus gives bread for life (6:51) 
Feed and drink on Jesus have eternal life (6:54) 
Spirit gives life (6:63) 
Jesus has the words of eternal life (6:68) 
Follow Jesus and have the light of life (8:12) 
Jesus comes to give abundant life (10:10 
Jesus lays down his life for the sheep (10:11) 
Jesus gives eternal life (10:28) 
Jesus is the resurrection and the life (11:25) 
Eternal life given to the one who hates his life (12:25) 
Jesus’ commandment is eternal life (12:50) 
Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life (14:6) 
Jesus given God’s authority to give eternal life (17:2) 
Eternal life is to know God (17:3) 
Belief in Jesus is to have eternal life (20:31)

 
2. WE KNOW GOD HEARS OUR PRAYERS IN HIS WILL 

And this is the confidence that we have before him: that if we ask anything according to his 
will, he hears us. (14) 
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God’s Will in Prayer 
• “Our Father in heaven, 
• hallowed be your name. 
• Your kingdom come, / your will be done, / on 

earth as it is in heaven. 
• Give us this day our daily bread, 
• and forgive us our debts, / as we also have 

forgiven our debtors. 

• And lead us not into temptation, / but deliver us 
from evil. (Matthew 6:9-13, ESV) 

 
• Then he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, 

even to death; remain here, and watch with me.” 
And going a little farther he fell on his face and 
prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let 
this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, 
but as you will.” (Matthew 26:38-39, ESV

 
3. WE KNOW GOD ANSWERS OUR REQUESTS 

And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that 
we have asked from him. (15) 

 
Example: God’s Will to Give Eternal Life  

If anyone should see his brother sinning a sin not leading to death, he should ask,  
and he will grant life to him,  

to those who sin not leading to death.  
(There is a sin leading to death;  

I do not say that he should ask about that.  
All unrighteousness is sin, and there is a sin not leading to death.) (16-17) 

 
God’s Will: Jesus Prays for Us To Know God 

When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, …… 
 
“I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all 
be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the world may believe 
that you have sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as 
we are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that 
you sent me and loved them even as you loved me.  
 
Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am, to see my glory that you 
have given me because you loved me before the foundation of the world. O righteous Father, even though the 
world does not know you, I know you, and these know that you have sent me. I made known to them your 
name, and I will continue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, 
and I in them.” (John 17:1-26, ESV) 

 
God’s Will: Bear One Another’s Burdens 

Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a spirit of 
gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law 
of Christ. For if anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself. But let each one test 
his own work, and then his reason to boast will be in himself alone and not in his neighbor. For each will have 
to bear his own load. (Galatians 6:1-3, ESV) 

 
4. WE KNOW TO LIVE A HOLY LIFE AS GOD’S CHILDREN 
 We know that everyone who is fathered by God does not sin,  

 
Born of God: We Don’t Sin 

Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous.  
Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The 
reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. No one born of God makes a practice 
of sinning, for God’s seed abides in him; and he cannot keep on sinning, because he has been born of God. By 
this it is evident who are the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does not practice 
righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love his brother. (I John 3:7-10, ESV) 
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Born of God: Sealed with the Holy Spirit 
In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were 
sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, 
to the praise of his glory. (Ephesians 1:13-14, ESV) 
 

Born of God: Fruit of the Holy Spirit 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-
control; against such things there is no law. And those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with 
its passions and desires. If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become 
conceited, provoking one another, envying one another. (Galatians 5:22-26, ESV) 
 

5. WE KNOW GOD PROTECTS US FROM SATAN 
but the one fathered by God, (we know that) he protects him, and the evil one does not touch 
him. (18) 

 
Jesus Prays for Peter for Protection from Satan 

“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for 
you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.”  
Peter said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you both to prison and to death.”  
Jesus said, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster will not crow this day, until you deny three times that you know me.” 
(Luke 22:31-34, ESV) 
 

Jesus’ Prays for Us for Protection from Satan 
I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I am not 
of the world.  I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from the evil one. 
They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you 
sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also 
may be sanctified in truth. (John 17:14-19, ESV) 

 
6. WE KNOW WE BELONG TO GOD 
 We know that we are from God, and  
 

I John 
Everyone who practices righteousness has been born of 
God (2:29) 
No one born of God continues sinning (3:9) 
Love to show you are born of God (4:7) 
Belief in Jesus shows you have been born again (5:1) 
You overcome the world is born of God (5:4) 
 

 
Born of God do not keep sinning (5:18) 
 
John 
Cannot see the kingdom of God unless born again (3:3) 
Born of the Spirit is Sprit (3:6) 
You must be born again (3:7

 
7. WE KNOW SATAN RULES THE WORLD 
 (we know that) the whole world lies in the power of the evil one. (19) 
 

Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And 
he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, 
Satan! For it is written, 
“‘You shall worship the Lord your God 
and him only shall you serve.’” (Matthew 4:8-10, ESV) 
 

8. WE KNOW JESUS IS GOD IN THE FLESH 
 And we know that the Son of God has come and 
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Virgin Birth: God in the Flesh 
And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.  He will be great and will be called the 
Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David,  and he will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 
And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. (Luke 1:30-35)  

 
Baptism: God in the Flesh 

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heavens 
were opened, and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, 
“You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” (Luke 3:21-22, ESV) 

 
Transfiguration: God in the Flesh 

As he was saying these things, a cloud came and overshadowed them, and they were afraid as they entered the 
cloud. And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is my Son, my Chosen One; listen to him!” And when the 
voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and told no one in those days anything of what they 
had seen. (Luke 9:34-36, ESV) 
 

Resurrection: God in the Flesh 
Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to 
her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, 
“Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.”  Jesus said to her, 
“Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher).  Jesus said to her, “Do not 
cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to 
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I 
have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these things to her. (John 20:14-18, ESV) 
 

Ascension: God in the Flesh 
And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. While he blessed them, he parted 
from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy,  and 
were continually in the temple blessing God.(Luke 24:50-53, ESV) 
 

 
9. WE KNOW GOD GIVES US ENLIGHTENMENT 
 (we know that He) has given us understanding, (20a) 
 

I do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers,  that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him,  having the eyes of 
your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his 
glorious inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, 
according to the working of his great might  that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated 
him at his right hand in the heavenly places,  far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above 
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. And he put all things under his feet and 
gave him as head over all things to the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. (Ephesians 
1:16-23, ESV) 

 
10. WE KNOW THE ONE TRUE GOD 

in order that we may know the one who is true, and  
we are in the one who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ.  
This one is the true God and eternal life. (20b) 

 
Little children, guard yourselves from idols. (21) 
 

“It is particularly sobering to realize that John was not writing about the idolatry of another religion; he was writing to 
Christian readers about the idolatry of fashioning one’s own understanding of Jesus Christ that, in this case, eliminated 
or diminished the atonement of the crucifixion.” (Jobes, Karen H.. 1, 2, and 3 John (Zondervan Exegetical Commentary on The New 
Testament series Book 18) (p. 245). Zondervan Academic. Kindle Edition) 


