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Holy Living in an Unholy World 
I Peter 1:1-2 / December 26, 2020 

 
1. The Messenger of God’s Salvation: His Identity  (1:1a) 

 
• Peter,  

 
I Peter 1:3-12 

Greek Text / 1 Sentence / 176 Words 
Vr Lexham English Version 

2 Sentences / 277 words / 12th Grade 
English Standard Version 

7 Sentences / 268 words / 8th Grade 
New Living Translation 

17 Sentences / 315 words / 6th Grade 
3 1.  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, 
1. Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ! 

1.  All praise to God, the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  

who according to his great mercy has caused us 
to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

2. According to his great mercy, he has caused 
us to be born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 

2.  It is by his great mercy that we have been 
born again, because God raised Jesus Christ 
from the dead.  

4 into an inheritance imperishable and undefiled 
and unfading, reserved in heaven for you 

to an inheritance that is imperishable, 
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for 
you, 

3.  Now we live with great expectation, and we 
have a priceless inheritance—an inheritance 
that is kept in heaven for you, pure and 
undefiled, beyond the reach of change and 
decay.  

5 who are being protected by the power of God 
through faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time, 

who by God’s power are being guarded 
through faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time. 

4.  And through your faith, God is protecting 
you by his power until you receive this 
salvation, which is ready to be revealed on the 
last day for all to see. 

6 in which you rejoice greatly, 3.  In this you rejoice, 5.  So be truly glad.  
although now for a short time, if necessary, you 
are distressed by various trials, 

though now for a little while, if necessary, you 
have been grieved by various trials, 

6.  There is wonderful joy ahead, even though 
you must endure many trials for a little while.   

7 so that the genuineness of your faith, so that the tested genuineness of your faith 7.  These trials will show that your faith is 
genuine.  

more valuable than gold that is passing away, 
but is tested by fire, 

—more precious than gold that perishes 
though it is tested by fire— 

8.  It is being tested as fire tests and purifies 
gold—though your faith is far more precious 
than mere gold.  

may be found to result in praise and glory and 
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 

may be found to result in praise and glory and 
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

9.  So when your faith remains strong through 
many trials, it will bring you much praise and 
glory and honor on the day when Jesus Christ is 
revealed to the whole world. 

8 whom, although you have not seen, you love; 4.  Though you have not seen him, you love 
him. 

10.  You love him even though you have never 
seen him.  

in whom now you believe, although you do not 
see him, and you rejoice greatly with joy 
inexpressible and full of glory, 

5.  Though you do not now see him, you believe 
in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible 
and filled with glory, 

11.  Though you do not see him now, you trust 
him; and you rejoice with a glorious, 
inexpressible joy.  

9 obtaining the goal of your faith, the salvation of 
your souls. 

obtaining the outcome of your faith, the 
salvation of your souls. 
 

12.  The reward for trusting him will be the 
salvation of your souls. 

10 2.  Concerning this salvation, the prophets who 
prophesied about the grace meant for you 
sought and made careful inquiry, 

6.  Concerning this salvation, the prophets who 
prophesied about the grace that was to be 
yours searched and inquired carefully, 

13.  This salvation was something even the 
prophets wanted to know more about when 
they prophesied about this gracious salvation 
prepared for you.  

11 investigating for what person or which time the 
Spirit of Christ in them was indicating when he 
testified beforehand to the sufferings with 
reference to Christ and the glories after these 
things, 

inquiring what person or time the Spirit of 
Christ in them was indicating when he 
predicted the sufferings of Christ and the 
subsequent glories. 

14.  They wondered what time or situation the 
Spirit of Christ within them was talking about 
when he told them in advance about Christ’s 
suffering and his great glory afterward. 

12 to whom it was revealed that they were serving 
not themselves but you 

7.  It was revealed to them that they were 
serving not themselves but you, 

15.  They were told that their messages were 
not for themselves, but for you.  

with reference to the same things which now 
have been announced to you through those 
who proclaimed the gospel to you by the Holy 
Spirit sent from heaven, 

in the things that have now been announced to 
you through those who preached the good 
news to you by the Holy Spirit sent from 
heaven, 

16.  And now this Good News has been 
announced to you by those who preached in 
the power of the Holy Spirit sent from heaven.  

things into which angels desire to look. 
 

things into which angels long to look. 
 

17.  It is all so wonderful that even the angels 
are eagerly watching these things happen. 
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• an apostle of Jesus Christ, 
 

Peter Text 
1. Called to Discipleship Mt 4:18 
2. Witnessed a Relative Healed Mt 8:14 
3. Called to Apostleship Mt 10:2 
4. Walked on Water Mt 14:28 
5. Asked to Understand a Parable Mt 15:15 
6. Declared Jesus the Christ Mt 16:16 
7. Chosen by Jesus as the Rock Mt 16:18 
8. Rebuked Jesus’ Suffering and Death Mt 16:22 
9. Rebuked by Jesus (Get behind me, Satan) Mt 16:23 
10. Witnessed the Transfiguration of Jesus Mt 17:1 
11. Asked if Jesus pays the tax Mt 17:24 
12. Asked how often to forgive others Mt 18:21 
13. Responded he had left everything Mt 19:27 
14. Declared He would not fall away  Mt 26:33 
15. Declared he would not deny Jesus Mt 26:35 
16. Chosen to pray with Jesus in the garden Mt 26:37 
17. Fell asleep in the garden  Mt 26:40 
18. Followed Jesus at a distant at his arrest Mt 26:58 
19. Denied Jesus three times Mt 26:69,73 
20. Name changed to Peter from Simon Mk 3:16 
21. Witnessed the resurrection of the girl Mk 5:37 
22. Told Jesus about the cursed fig tree Mk 11:21 
23. Asked Jesus about the end times Mk 13:3 
24. Told about the resurrection by the women Mk 16:7 
25. Witnessed the miraculous catch of fish  Lk 5:8 
26. Responded about the crowds  Lk 8:45 
27. Prepared the Passover meal for Jesus Lk 22:8 
28. Ran and entered the empty tomb of Jesus Lk 24:12 
29. Brought to Jesus by his brother Andrew Jn 1:42 
30. Refused to walk away from Jesus Jn 6:68 
31. Rebuked Jesus for wanting to wash his feet Jn 13:8 
32. Asked Jesus where he was going Jn 13:36 

33. Struck the ear of the servant Jn 18:10 
34. Rebuked by Jesus to put the sword away Jn 18:11 
35. Went fishing after the death of Jesus Jn 21:3 
36. Witnessed the miraculous fish catch Jn 21:11 
37. Restored to Jesus three times  Jn 21:15,17 
38. Asked Jesus about the future of John Jn 21:21 
39. Led the choice of a new Apostle Ac 2:14 
40. Preached the first sermon  Ac 2:14 
41. Taught repentance and baptism Ac 2:38 
42. Went to the temple to pray with John Ac 3:1 
43. Healed paralytic at the temple Ac 3:6 
44. Preached second sermon Ac 3:12 
45. Testified boldly about Jesus  Ac 4:8 
46. Declared devotion to God Ac 4:19 
47. Confronted lies of Ananias and his wife Ac 5:3 
48. Healed many Ac 5:15 
49. Declared they must obey God Ac 5:29 
50. Sent to Samaria to preach Jesus Ac 8:14 
51. Rebuked Simon for “buying the Spirit” Ac 8:20 
52. Healed Aeneas at Lydda Ac 9:34 
53. Raised Dorcas from the dead Ac 9:40 
54. Experienced the vision to rise and eat Ac 10:9,13,14 
55. Testified to Cornelius about Jesus Ac 10:34 
56. Witnessed the Spirit given to the Gentiles Ac 10:45 
57. Criticized by the Jews for the Gentiles Ac 11:2 
58. Arrested by the Jews Ac 12:5 
59. Released miraculously from prison Ac 12:6,7 
60. Spoke at the Jerusalem council  Ac 15:7 
61. Entrusted with the gospel to the Jews Gal 2:7 
62. Opposed publicly by Paul Gal 2:11 
63. Wrote two letters to the churches in Asia I&2  Peter 1:1 

 
2.   Recipients of God’s Salvation: Their Identity  (1:1b-2a) 
 

• to the chosen  
 

• who are residing temporarily in the dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 
 

Jews: Foreigners and Aliens in Egypt 
And these are the names of the sons of Israel who came to Egypt; with Jacob, they each came with his family: Reuben, Simeon, 
Levi, and Judah; Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin; Dan and Naphtali, Gad and Asher. And all those who descended from Jacob were 
seventy individuals, and Joseph was in Egypt. And Joseph died and all of his brothers and all of that generation. And the Israelites 
were fruitful and multiplied and were many and were very, very numerous, and the land was filled with them. 
 
And a new king rose over Egypt who did not know Joseph. And he said to his people, “Look, the people of the Israelites are greater 
and more numerous than us. Come, we must deal shrewdly with them, lest they become many, and when war happens, they also 
will join our enemies and will fight against us and go up from the land.” And they appointed commanders of forced labor over them 
in order to oppress them with their forced labor, and they built storage cities for Pharaoh—Pithom and Rameses. And as he 
oppressed them, so they became many, and so they spread out, and the Egyptians were afraid because of the presence of the 
Israelites. And the Egyptians ruthlessly compelled the Israelites to work. And they made their lives bitter with hard work with mortar 
and with bricks and with all sorts of work in the field—with all their work in which they ruthlessly enslaved them. (Exodus 1:1-14), 
Lexham English Bible) 

 
Moses: Foreigner and Alien in Egypt 

And the boy grew, and she brought him to the daughter of Pharaoh, and he became her son, and she called his name Moses, and 
she said, “Because I drew him out from the water. ”And then in those days when Moses had grown up, he went out to his brothers, 
and he saw their forced labor, and he saw an Egyptian man striking a Hebrew man, one of his brothers. (Exodus 2:10-11) 

Moses: Foreigner and Alien in Midian 
And Pharaoh heard this matter, and he sought to kill Moses, and Moses fled from Pharaoh, and he lived in the land of Midian, and 
he lived at a certain well. Now the priest of Midian had seven daughters, and they came and drew water and filled the troughs to 
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water their father’s flock. And the shepherds came and drove them away, but Moses stood up and came to their rescue and watered 
their flock. And they came to Reuel, their father, and he said, “Why have you come so quickly today?” And they said, “An Egyptian 
man delivered us from the hand of the shepherds, and he even drew water for us and watered the flock.” And he said to his 
daughters, “Where is he? Why then have you left the man? Call him so that he can eat some food.” And Moses agreed to stay with 
the man, and he gave Zipporah his daughter to Moses. And she bore a son, and he called his name Gershom because he said, “I am 
an alien in a foreign land.” (Exodus 2:15-22) 

   
 
How Are They Chosen? Their Identity is Grounded in the Trinity (1:3-5) 

 
• GOD: according to the foreknowledge of God the Father,  

 
Moses: The Foreknowledge of God 

And Pharaoh commanded all his people, saying, “Every son who is born you will throw into the Nile, and every daughter you will let 
live.” And a man from the family of Levi went, and he took a descendent of Levi.  
And the woman conceived, and she gave birth to a son, and she saw him, that he was a fine baby, and she hid him three months.  
But when she could no longer hide him, she got a papyrus basket for him, and she coated it with tar and with pitch, and she placed 
the boy in it, and she placed it among the reeds on the bank of the Nile. And his sister stood at a distance to know what would be 
done to him.  
And the daughter of Pharaoh went down to wash at the Nile, while her maidservants were walking alongside the Nile, and she saw 
the basket in the midst of the reeds, and she sent her slave woman for it and took it and opened it and saw him—the boy—and it 
was a lad weeping, and she had compassion for him and said, “This must be from the boys of the Hebrews.”  
And his sister said to the daughter of Pharaoh, “Shall I go and call for you a woman from the Hebrews who is nursing so that she will 
nurse the boy for you?”  
And the daughter of Pharaoh said to her, “Go.”  
And the girl went, and she called the mother of the boy. And the daughter of Pharaoh said, “Take this boy and nurse him for me, and 
I myself will give you wages, and the woman took the boy, and she nursed him.  
And the boy grew, and she brought him to the daughter of Pharaoh, and he became her son, and she called his name Moses, and 
she said, “Because I drew him out from the water.” (Exodus 1:22-2:10) 

 

• SPIRIT: by the sanctification of the Spirit,  
 

Moses: The Sanctification of God 
And Moses was a shepherd with the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the west of the 
desert, and he came to the mountain of God, to Horeb.  
And the angel of Yahweh appeared to him in a flame of fire from the midst of a bush, and he looked, and there was the bush burning 
with fire, but the bush was not being consumed. And Moses said, “Let me turn aside and see this great sight. Why does the bush not 
burn up?”  
And Yahweh saw that he turned aside to see, and God called to him from the midst of the bush, and he said, “Moses, Moses.”  
And he said, “Here I am.”  
And he said, “You must not come near to here. Take off your sandals from on your feet, because the place on which you are 
standing, it is holy ground.” And he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob.” And Moses hid his face because he was afraid of looking at God. (Exodus 3:1-6, Lexham English Bible) 

 
• JESUS: for obedience and for sprinkling with the blood of Jesus Christ. 

 
Moses: Obedience and the Blood Sacrifice 

And Moses wrote all the words of Yahweh, and he rose early in the morning, and he built an altar at the base of the mountain and set 
up twelve memorial stones for the twelve tribes of Israel. And he sent young men from the ⌊Israelites⌋, and they offered burnt offerings, 
and they sacrificed sacrifices as fellowship offerings to Yahweh using bulls. And Moses took half of the blood, and he put it in bowls, 
and half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar. 7 And he took the scroll of the covenant and read it in the hearing of the people, and 
they said, “All that Yahweh has spoken we will do, and we will listen.” And Moses took the blood and sprinkled it on the people, 
and he said, “Look, the blood of the covenant that Yahweh has made with you in accordance with all these words.”  (Exodus 24:4-
8, Lexham English Bible) 

 
 
 

3.   Fruit of God’s Salvation: Their Identity    (1:2b) 

  
• May grace and peace be multiplied to you. 
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God’s Grace and Peace: The Second Tablets of the Law 
 

And Yahweh said to Moses, “Cut for yourself two stone tablets like the first ones, and I will write on the tablets the words that were 
on the first tablets, which you broke.  
And be ready for the morning, and go up in the morning to Mount Sinai and present yourself to me there on the top of the mountain.  
And no one will go up with you, and neither let anyone be seen on all the mountain, nor let the sheep and goats and the cattle graze 
⌊opposite⌋ that mountain.”  
 
And Moses cut two stone tablets like the first ones, and he started early in the morning, and he went up to Mount Sinai, as Yahweh 
had commanded him, and he took in his hand the two stone tablets.  
 
And Yahweh descended in the cloud, and he stood with him there, and he proclaimed the name of Yahweh.  
And Yahweh passed over before him, and he proclaimed, “Yahweh, Yahweh, God, who is  
1. compassionate and  
2. gracious,  
3. ⌊slow to anger⌋, and  
4. abounding with loyal love and  
5. faithfulness,   
6. keeping loyal love to the thousands,  
7. forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and  
8. he does not leave utterly unpunished, punishing the guilt of fathers on sons and on sons of sons on third and fourth 

generations.”  
And Moses hurried and knelt down to the earth and worshiped.  And he said, “Please, if I have found favor in your eyes, Lord, let my 
Lord, please, go among us—indeed it is a stiff-necked people—and forgive our iniquity and our sin and ⌊take us as your possession⌋.”  
(Exodus 34:1-10, Lexham English Bible) 
 

 
 

 
The Church and the Nation of Israel: Live a Holy Life in an Unholy World 

 
 
Holy Living: God Makes a New Covenant 

 
And he said, “Look, I am about to make a covenant. In front of all your people I will do wonders that have not been 
created on all the earth and among all the nations, and all the people among whom you are will see Yahweh’s work, 
because what I am about to do with you will be awesome.  “Keep for yourself what I myself have commanded you 
today. Look, I am about to drive from before you the Amorites and the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Perizzites 
and the Hivites and the Jebusites.  

 
Unholy Living: Do Not Make a Covenant with the Nations  

 
Be careful for yourself, lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land to which you are going, lest it be a 
snare among you. Rather, you will tear down their altars, and you will break their stone pillars, and you will cut off their 
Asherah poles.  For you will not bow in worship to another god, for ‘Yahweh Is Jealous’ is his name, he is a jealous God, 
lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and they prostitute themselves after their gods, and they 
sacrifice to their gods, and they invite you, and you eat their sacrifice,  and you take from their daughters for your sons, 
and their daughters prostitute themselves after their gods, and they cause your sons to prostitute themselves after 
their gods. 17 You will not make gods of cast metal for yourself. (Exodus 34:10-17, Lexham English Bible) 


