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God as Our King:   I Prepare for Hope    (13)  
 Therefore, when you have prepared your minds for action by being self-controlled,  
 put your hope completely in the grace that will be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.  
 
God as our Father:  I Conform to God’s Holiness  (14-16) 

As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former desires you used to conform to in your ignorance, but as the 
one who called you is holy, you yourselves be holy in all your conduct,  for it is written, “You will be holy, because I am 
holy.”  

 
God as our Judge   I Live in Fear  (17-21) 

And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves with fear 
during the time of your temporary residence, because you know that you were redeemed from your futile way of life 
inherited from your ancestors not with perishable things like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like 
that of an unblemished and spotless lamb who was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has been 
revealed in these last times for you who through him are believing in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him 
glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 

 
 

THE CHURCH: A Family and A Home 
 

GOD PROVIDES THE FATHER’S SEED:  LOVE ONE ANOTHER    (1:22-25) 
 

Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for sincere brotherly love, love one another 
fervently from the heart,  
 
because you have been born again, / not from perishable seed but imperishable, / through the living and 
enduring word of God.  

 
For   “all flesh is like grass, / and all its glory like the flower of the grass. / The grass withers and the   
  flower falls off, /   but the word of the Lord endures forever.” 

     
 And this is the word that has been proclaimed to you. 

 
Creation: The First Family by the Word of God 

 
And God said, “Let us make humankind in our image and according to our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea, and over 
the birds of heaven, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every moving thing that moves upon the earth.”  
 
So God created humankind in his image, in the likeness of God he created him, male and female he created them.  
 
And God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it, and rule over the fish of the sea 
and the birds of heaven, and over every animal that moves upon the earth.” (Genesis 1:26-28, Lexham English Bible)  
 
Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain. And she said, “I have given birth to a man with the help of 
Yahweh.”  ⌊Then she bore⌋ his brother Abel. And Abel became a keeper of sheep, and Cain became a tiller of the ground. (Genesis 4:1-2, 
Lexham English Bible)  
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Then Adam knew his wife again, and she gave birth to a son. And she called his name Seth, for she said “God has appointed to me 
another child in the place of Abel, because Cain killed him.” (Genesis 4:25, Lexham English Bible) 

Moses: The Family of the People of Israel by the Word of God 
And God spoke all these words, saying, “I am Yahweh, your God, who brought you out from the land of Egypt, from the house of slaves.  
 “There shall be for you no other gods before me.  
 “You shall not make for yourself a divine image with any form that is in the heavens above or that is in the earth below or that is in 

the water below the earth. You will not bow down to them, and you will not serve them, because I am Yahweh your God, a jealous 
God, punishing the guilt of the parents on the children on the third and on the fourth generations of those hating me, 6 and showing 
loyal love to thousands of generations of those loving me and of those keeping my commandments.  

 “You shall not ⌊misuse the name of Yahweh your God⌋, because Yahweh will not leave unpunished anyone who ⌊misuses his name⌋.  
 “Remember the day of the Sabbath, to consecrate it. Six days you will work, and you will do all your work. But the seventh day is a 

Sabbath for Yahweh your God; you will not do any work—you or your son or your daughter, your male slave or your female slave, or 
your animal, or your alien who is in your gates—because in six days Yahweh made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is 
in them, and on the seventh day he rested. Therefore Yahweh blessed the seventh day and consecrated it.  

 
 “Honor your father and your mother, so that your days can be long on the land that Yahweh your God is giving you.  
 “You shall not murder.  
 “You shall not commit adultery.  
 “You shall not steal.  
 “You shall not testify against your neighbor with a false witness.  
 “You shall not covet the house of your neighbor; you will not covet the wife of your neighbor or his male servant or his female 

servant or his ox or his donkey or anything that is your neighbor’s.”  (Exodus 20:1-21, Lexham English Bible) 
 

Isaiah: The Family of John the Baptist by the Word of God 
A voice cries: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; / make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be lifted up, / and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, / and the rough places a plain. 
And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, / and all flesh shall see it together, / for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
 
A voice says, “Cry!” / And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
All flesh is grass, / and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 
The grass withers, the flower fades / when the breath of the LORD blows on it; / surely the people are grass. 
The grass withers, the flower fades, / but the word of our God will stand forever. 
Go on up to a high mountain, / O Zion, herald of good news; 
lift up your voice with strength, / O Jerusalem, herald of good news; / lift it up, fear not; 
say to the cities of Judah, / “Behold your God!” 
Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, / and his arm rules for him; 
behold, his reward is with him, 
and his recompense before him. 
He will tend his flock like a shepherd; / he will gather the lambs in his arms; 
he will carry them in his bosom, / and gently lead those that are with young. (Isaiah 40:3-11, ESV) 
 

Jesus: The Family of God by the Word of God 
Now when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they assembled at the same place. And one of them, a legal expert, 
put a question to him to test him: “Teacher, which commandment is greatest in the law?” And he said to him, “’You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment, And the second 
is like it” ‘You shall love your Neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets.” (Matthew 
22:34-40, Lexham English Bible)  

 
Paul: The Family of the Church by the Word of God 

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with 
sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and the 
members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 
Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 7 if service, in our 
serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8 the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one 
who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. (Romans 12:3-8, ESV) 
 

 
 
GOD SUPPLIES THE MOTHER’S MILK: CRAVE GOD’S WORD    2:1-3 
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Therefore, ridding yourselves of all  (“lay aside, take off”) 
• malice and all       (“wickedness, evil, malice”) 
• deceit and        (“treachery, cunning”    
• hypocrisy and       (“acting a part”) 
• envy and all       (“jealousy, grudge”) 
• slander,        (“evil-speaking, backbiting”) 

 
Satan: The Embodiment of All Malice, Deceit, Hypocrisy, Envy, and Slander 

Now the serpent was more crafty (Deceit)  than any other beast (Hypocrisy) of the field that the LORD God had made. 
He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” (Deceit)  

And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit 
of the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’”  

But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. (Malice) 
For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, (Envy)  and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” (Slander) 
(Genesis 3:1-5, ESV) 
 

like newborn infants long for the   (“desire, strain after”) 
• unadulterated       (“pure, without deceit and treachery”)  
• spiritual        (“reasonable, rational”) 
• milk,         (“milk in its fresh state”) 
 

Milk 
Then the LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry because of their 
taskmasters. I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of 
that land to a good and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the 
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. (Exodus 3:7-8, ESV; 21x in O.T.) 

 
so that by it you may grow up to salvation, if you have tasted that the Lord is kind,   
   

Taste That the Lord is Kind: Garden of Eden 
And God said, “Look—I am giving to you every plant that bears seed which is on the face of the whole earth, and every kind of tree that 
bears fruit. They shall be yours as food.” And to every kind of animal of the earth and to every bird of heaven, and to everything that 
moves upon the earth in which there is life I am giving every green plant as food.” And it was so. And God saw everything that he had 
made and, behold, it was very good. And there was evening, and there was morning, a sixth day. (Genesis 1:29-31, Lexham English Bible) 
 
And Yahweh God took the man and set him in the garden of Eden to cultivate it and to keep it.  
And Yahweh God commanded the man, saying, “From every tree of the garden ⌊you may freely eat⌋,  
but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day ⌊that you eat⌋ from it ⌊you shall surely die⌋.”  
(Genesis 2:15-17, Lexham English Bible) 
 

Psalm 34: Taste and See 
I will bless Yahweh at all times; / his praise shall be in my mouth continually. 
My soul makes its boast in Yahweh; / let the humble hear and be glad. 
Magnify Yahweh with me, / and let us exalt his name together. 
I sought Yahweh and he answered me, / and from all my terrors he delivered me. 
They looked to him and were radiant, / and their faces shall not be ashamed. 
This poor man called and Yahweh heard, / and saved him from all his troubles. 
The angel of Yahweh encamps / around those who fear him, / and he rescues them. 
Taste and see that Yahweh is good; / blessed is the man who takes refuge in him. 
 (Psalm 34, Lexham English Bible) 

 
 
 

GOD DESIGNS THE SPIRITUAL HOUSE: BE BUILT UP    2:4-5 
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 to whom you are drawing near, a living stone rejected by men but chosen and precious in the sight of  God. 
 And you yourselves, as living stones, 

1. are being built up as a spiritual house  
2. for a holy priesthood,  
3. to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  

 
The Spiritual House Provided For by David 

Therefore David blessed the LORD in the presence of all the assembly. And David said:  
 
“But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able thus to offer willingly? For all things come from you, and of your own have 
we given you.  
For we are strangers before you and sojourners, as all our fathers were. Our days on the earth are like a shadow, and there is no abiding.  
O LORD our God, all this abundance that we have provided for building you a house for your holy name comes from your hand and is 
all your own.  
I know, my God, that you test the heart and have pleasure in uprightness. In the uprightness of my heart I have freely offered all these 
things, and now I have seen your people, who are present here, offering freely and joyously to you.  
 
O LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, our fathers, keep forever such purposes and thoughts in the hearts of your people, and 
direct their hearts toward you.  
Grant to Solomon my son a whole heart that he may keep your commandments, your testimonies, and your statutes, performing all, and 
that he may build the palace for which I have made provision.” 
 
Then David said to all the assembly,  
“Bless the LORD your God.”  
And all the assembly blessed the LORD, the God of their fathers, and bowed their heads and paid homage to the LORD and to the king.  
And they offered sacrifices to the LORD, and on the next day offered burnt offerings to the LORD, 1,000 bulls, 1,000 rams, and 1,000 
lambs, with their drink offerings, and sacrifices in abundance for all Israel.  
And they ate and drank before the LORD on that day with great gladness. (1 Chronicles 29:10-22, ESV) 
 

The Spiritual House Built by Solomon 
As soon as Solomon finished his prayer, fire came down from heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory 
of the LORD filled the temple. And the priests could not enter the house of the LORD, because the glory of the LORD filled the LORD’s 
house. When all the people of Israel saw the fire come down and the glory of the LORD on the temple, they bowed down with their 
faces to the ground on the pavement and worshiped and gave thanks to the LORD, saying, “For he is good, for his steadfast love 
endures forever.” (2 Chronicles 7:1-3, ESV) 
 

The Spiritual House Built by the Spirit  
When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place. And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty 
rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and rested on each 
one of them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. (Acts 
2:1-4, ESV) 
 

The Spiritual House Built by Christ and the Apostles 
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens,  
but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God,  
built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure,  being 
joined together,  
grows into a holy temple in the Lord.  
In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. (Ephesians 2:19-22, ESV) 

 
The Spiritual House Built by the Gifts of the Spirit 

For just as in one body we have many members, but all the members do not have the same function, in the same way we who are many 
are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another, but having different gifts according to the grace given to us: if it is 
prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith; if it is service, by service; if it is one who teaches, by teaching; if it is one who exhorts, 
by exhortation; one who gives, with sincerity; one who leads, with diligence; one who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. (Romans 12:4-8, 
Lexham English Bible) 

 A) Jesus is the Foundation of the Spiritual House   2:6-7a 
 
  For it stands in scripture,  
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     “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a chosen and precious cornerstone, / and the one who believes in 
 him will never be put to shame.”  
 Therefore the honor is for you who believe, 
 

Isaiah: The Chosen Cornerstone 
 And to them the word of Yahweh will be / blah-blah upon blah-blah /  blah-blah upon blah-blah / gah-gah upon     gah-
gah / gah-gah upon gah-gah, / a little here, a little there, 
 so that they may go and stumble backward / and be broken and ensnared and captured. 
 Therefore hear the word of Yahweh, men of mockery, / rulers of these people in Jerusalem: 

Because you have said, / “We have made a covenant with death, / and we have made an agreement with Sheol. 
The overwhelming flood, when it passes through, will not come to us, 
for we have made lies our refuge, / and we have hidden ourselves in falsehood.” 
 
Therefore the Lord Yahweh says this: 
“Look! I am laying a stone in Zion, /  a tested stone, 
a precious cornerstone, /  a founded foundation: / ‘The one who trusts will not panic.’ 
And I will make justice the measuring line, / and righteousness the plumb line; 
and hail will sweep away the refuge of lies, / and waters will flood over the hiding place. 
And your covenant with death will be annulled, / and your agreement with Sheol will not stand; 
you will become a trampling place for the overwhelming flood when it passes through. 
 As often as it passes through, it will take you, / for morning by morning it will pass through, /  in the day and in the night, 
and understanding the message will be only terror.” 
 For the bed is too short to stretch out on, /  and the covering is too narrow when wrapping oneself. 
For Yahweh will rise up as at Mount Perazim; / he will rave as in the valley at Gibeon 
to do his deed—his deed is strange— / and to work his work—his work is alien! 
And now you must not scoff, /  or your bonds will be strong, 
for I have heard from the Lord, Yahweh of hosts: 
complete destruction / decreed upon all the land.  (Isaiah 28:13-22, Lexham English Bible) 

 
  
B) Some Will Reject the Foundation of the Spiritual House  2:7b-8 

 
but for those who refuse to believe,  
 
1. “The stone that the builders rejected, / this one has become ⌊the cornerstone⌋,”  and  
2. “A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense,”    
3. who stumble because they* disobey the word to which also they were consigned.  

 
Psalm 118: Protection in the Spiritual House of God 

Open to me the gates of righteousness, / that I may enter through them / and give thanks to Yah. 
This is the gate of Yahweh, / through which the righteous will enter. 
 I will give thanks to you for you have answered me, / and you have become my salvation. 
The stone the builders rejected / has become the chief cornerstone. 
This is from Yahweh; / it is wonderful in our eyes. 
This is the day Yahweh has worked; / let us rejoice and be glad in him. 
O Yahweh, please save; / O Yahweh, please grant success. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of Yahweh. / We bless you from the house of Yahweh. 
Yahweh is God, / and he has given us light.  
Bind the festal sacrifice with cords / to the horns of the altar. 
You are my God, and I will give thanks to you. / You are my God; I will exalt you. 
Give thanks to Yahweh for he is good, / for his loyal love is forever. (Psalm 118:19-29, Lexham English Bible) 

 
 
 
 

The Stumbling Block of Jesus: Isaiah 
For Yahweh said this to me while his hand weighed heavily on me, / and he warned me not to walk in the way  of this people, 
saying, 



 6 

“You must not call conspiracy everything that this people calls conspiracy, / and you must not share its fear, and  you must not be in 
dread. 
You shall regard Yahweh of hosts as holy, / and he is your fear, and he is your dread. 
And he will become like a sanctuary and a stumbling-stone, / and like a stumbling-rock for the two houses of  Israel, / like a trap 
and a snare for the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
And many shall stumble among them, / and they shall fall and they shall be broken, / and they shall be ensnared  and they shall be 
caught.” 
Bind up the testimony; / seal the teaching among my disciples. 
And I will wait for Yahweh, / who hides his face from the house of Jacob, 
and I will await him. (Isaiah 8:11-17, Lexham English Bible)  

 
C) You are part of the Spiritual House    (2:9-10) 

 
But you are  
a chosen race,       (Abraham) One Ethnicity 
a royal priesthood,     (Moses)  One Religion  
a holy nation,       (David)  One Citizenship 
a people for God’s possession,  (Hosea)  One Culture  
 
so that you may proclaim the virtues of the one who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light, 
 

The Coming of the Spiritual House: Isaiah 
But there will be no gloom for those who were in distress. In former times he treated the land of Zebulun and Naphtali with 
contempt, but in the future he will honor the way of. The sea beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. The Peopled who walked in 
darkness have seen a great light; light has shined on those who lived in a land of darkness. You have made the nation numerous; 
you have not made the joy great. They rejoice in your presence as with joy at the harvest, as they rejoice when they divide plunder. 
For you have shattered the yoke of its burden and the stick of its shoulder, the rod of its oppressor, on the day of Midian. For every 
boot that marches and shakes the earth and garment rolled in blood will be for burning—fire fuel.  
 
For a child has been born for us; a son has been given us. And the dominion will be on his shoulder, and his name is called Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His dominion will grow continually, and to peace there will be no end on 
the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and sustain it with justice and righteousness now and forever. The zeal of 
Yahweh of hosts will do this. (Isaiah 9:1-7, Lexham English Bible) 

 

 who once were not a people, / but now are the people of God, 
 the ones who were not shown mercy, / but now are shown mercy.  

 
No Mercy: Hosea 

she conceived and bore a son. 
And he said, “Name him Lo-ammi, / for you are not my people / and I am not your God. 
The number of the children of Israel / will be like the sand of the sea / that cannot be measured or counted; 
and in the place where it is said to them, / “You are not my people,” 
it will be said to them, / “Children of the living God.” (Hosea 1:8b-10, Lexham English Bible) 

 
Mercy: Hosea 

I will sow her for myself in the land; /  I will have pity on Lo-ruhama; 
I will say to Lo-ammi, /  “You are my people,” / and he himself will say, “you are my God.” (Hosea 2:23, Lexham English Bible)  

 
 
 
 
 


