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GOD BE BLESSED: The Grace of the Gospel    (Part 1) 
I Peter 1:3-5 / January 2, 2021 

 
 
Introduction:  
• Letter from a Birmingham Jail: Martin Luther King, Jr 
 

1. But when you have seen vicious mobs lynch your mothers and fathers at will and drown your sisters and brothers at whim; 
2. when you have seen hate filled policemen curse, kick and even kill your black brothers and sisters;  
3. when you see the vast majority of your twenty million Negro brothers smothering in an airtight cage of poverty in the midst of an 

affluent society;  
4. when you suddenly find your tongue twisted and your speech stammering as you seek to explain to your six year old daughter why 

she can’t go to the public amusement park that has just been advertised on television, and see tears welling up in her eyes when she 
is told that Funtown is closed to colored children, and see ominous clouds of inferiority beginning to form in her little mental sky, 
and see her beginning to distort her personality by developing an unconscious bitterness toward white people;  

5. when you have to concoct an answer for a five year old son who is asking: “Daddy, why do white people treat colored people so 
mean?”;  

6. when you take a cross county drive and find it necessary to sleep night after night in the uncomfortable corners of your automobile 
because no motel will accept you;  

7. when you are humiliated day in and day out by nagging signs reading “white” and “colored”;  
8. when your first name becomes “nigger,” your middle name becomes “boy” (however old you are) and your last name becomes 

“John,” and your wife and mother are never given the respected title “Mrs.”;  
9. when you are harried by day and haunted by night by the fact that you are a Negro, living constantly at tiptoe stance, never quite 

knowing what to expect next, and are plagued with inner fears and outer resentments;  
10. when you are forever fighting a degenerating sense of “nobodiness”— 
then you will understand why we find it difficult to wait.  (327 words) 
 
 
 

 
THESIS:  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
  
  Passive Voice:  God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ Be Blessed (By You) 
  Active Voice: You bless God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
 

God’s Blessings: Creation of Life (Genesis 1:22; 28; 2:3) 
1. And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters in the seas, and let the birds multiply on the earth.” And 

there was evening, and there was morning, a fifth day.  (Genesis 1:22, Lexham English Bible)  
 

2. And God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it, and rule over the 
  fish of the sea and the birds of heaven, and over every animal that moves upon the earth.” (Genesis 1:28, Lexham English   
 Bible) 
 

3. And God blessed the seventh day, and he sanctified it, because on it he rested from all his work ⌊of creating that there was to do⌋. 
(Genesis 2:3, Lexham English Bible) 

 
God’s Blessings: Creation of the Life of Israel (Genesis 12:1-3) 

 And Yahweh said to Abram, “Go out from your land and from your relatives, and from the house of your father, to the land that I  will 
show you.  

1. And I will make you a great nation, and  
2. I will bless you, and  
3. I will make your name great. And 
4. you will be a blessing.  
5. And I will bless those who bless you, and those who curse you I will curse. And  
6. all families of the earth will be blessed in you.” (Genesis 12:1-3, Lexham English Bible) 
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1. GOD’S MOTIVES:   who according to his great mercy 
 

Mercy of God in the Garden  
LIFE:    And the man ⌊named⌋ his wife Eve, because she was the mother of all life.  
 
FORGIVNESS:  And Yahweh God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skin, and he clothed them.  
 
INHERITANCE: And Yahweh God said, “Look—the man has become as one of us, to know good and evil. ⌊What if⌋ he stretches    
 out his hand and takes also from the tree of life and eats, and lives forever?” And Yahweh God sent him out from    
 the garden of Eden, to till the ground from which he was taken.  So he drove the man out, and placed cherubim     east 
of the garden of Eden, and ⌊a flaming, turning sword⌋ to guard the way to the tree of life.  (Genesis 3:20-24,     Lexham 
English Bible) 

    
           

2.    GOD’S WORK: has caused us to be born again 

 
Example 1: Birth of Seth 

Then Adam knew his wife again, and she gave birth to a son. And she called his name Seth, for she said “God has appointed to me 
another child in the place of Abel, because Cain killed him.”  
And as for Seth, he also fathered a son, and he called his name Enosh. At that time he began to call on the name of Yahweh.  
This is the record of the generations of Adam. When God created Adam, he made him in the likeness of God. Male and female he created 
them. And he blessed them. And he called their name “Humankind” ⌊when⌋ they were created. And when Adam had lived one hundred 
and thirty years, he fathered a child in his likeness, according to his image. And he called his name Seth. And the days of Adam after he 
fathered Seth were eight hundred years. And he fathered sons and daughters. And all the days of Adam which he lived were nine 
hundred and thirty years, and he died. (Genesis 4:25-5:5, Lexham English Bible) 

 
Example 2:  Birth of Isaac 

SPIRIT:    And God said to Abraham, “as for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, for Sarah shall be her    
   name. And I will bless her; moreover, I give to you from her a son. And I will bless her, and ⌊she shall give     
 rise to nations⌋. Kings of peoples shall come from her.”  
 
FLESH:    And Abraham fell upon his face and laughed. And he said in his heart, “⌊Can a child be born to a man a     
  hundred years old⌋, or ⌊can Sarah bear a child at ninety⌋?” And Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might     
 live before you!”  
 
PROMISE:   And God said, “No, but Sarah your wife shall bear a son for you, and you shall call his name Isaac. And I    
   will establish my covenant with him as an everlasting covenant to his offspring after him. And as for      
  Ishmael, I have heard you. Behold, I will bless him and I will make him fruitful, and I will multiply him      
 ⌊exceedingly⌋. He shall father twelve princes, and I will make him a great nation. But my covenant I will      
 establish with Isaac, whom Sarah shall bear to you at this appointed time next year.”  (Genesis 17:15-22,     
 Lexham English Bible) 

 
Example 3:  Nicodemus’ New Birth  

SPRIT:    Now there was a man of the Pharisees ⌊whose name was⌋ Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. This man came to   
  him at night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are* a teacher who has come from God, for no one is    
 able to perform these signs that you are performing unless God were with him.” Jesus answered and said to    
 him, “Truly, truly I say to you, unless someone is born from above, he is not able to see the kingdom of God.”  
 
FLESH:    Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is an old man? He is not able to enter into his    
  mother’s womb for the second time and be born, can he?”*  
 
PROMISE   Jesus answered, “Truly, truly I say to you, unless someone is born of water and spirit, he is not able to enter into   
 the kingdom of God. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be     
 astonished that I said to you, ‘It is necessary for you to be born from above.’ The wind blows wherever it     
 wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from and where it is going. So is    
 everyone who is born of the Spirit.” (John 3:1-8, Lexham English Bible) 
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3.   GOD’S GOAL: to a living hope 

 
Living Hope: Abraham   

LEFT:   And Abram went out as Yahweh had told him, and Lot went with him. Now Abram ⌊was seventy-five years     
 old⌋ when he went out from Haran.  
 
TOOK:   And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot ⌊his nephew⌋, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and all    
  the persons that they had acquired in Haran, and they went out to go to the land of Canaan. And they went to     
 the land of Canaan.  
 
BUILT:   And Abram traveled through the land up to the place of Shechem, to the Oak of Moreh. Now the Canaanites    
  were in the land at that time. And Yahweh appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this      
 land.” And he built an altar there to Yahweh, who had appeared to him.  
 
MOVED:  And he moved on from there to the hill country, east of Bethel. And he pitched his tent at Bethel on the west,     
 and at Ai on the east. And he built an altar there to Yahweh. And he called on the name of Yahweh.  ⌊And     
 Abram kept moving on⌋, toward the Negev. (Genesis 12:4-9, Lexham English Bible) 
 

4.   GOD’S PLAN:  through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,  
 

Sacrifice of Isaac: Foreshadowing of the Resurrection of Jesus  
DEATH:   And it happened that after these things, God tested Abraham. And he said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I   
  am.” And he said, “Take your son, your only child, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer    
 him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains where I will tell you.” And Abraham rose up early in the    
 morning and saddled his donkey. And he took two of his servants with him, and Isaac his son. And he chopped    
 wood for a burnt offering. And he got up and went to the place which God had told him. On the third day     
 Abraham lifted up his eyes, and he saw the place at a distance.  
 
FAITH:  And Abraham said to his servants, “You stay here with the donkey, and I and the boy will go up there. We will    
  worship, then we will return to you.” And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and placed it on Isaac his    
 son. And he took the fire in his hand and the knife, and the two of them went together. And Isaac said to Abraham    
 his father, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” And he said, “Here is the fire and the wood, but where is    
 the lamb for a burnt offering?” And Abraham said, “⌊God will provide⌋ the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” And    
 the two of them went together.  
 
RAISED:   And they came to the place that God had told him. And Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood. Then    
 he bound Isaac his son and placed him on the altar atop the wood. And Abraham stretched out his hand and took    
 the knife to slaughter his son. And the angel of Yahweh called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham! Abraham!”    
 And he said, “Here I am.” And he said, “Do not stretch out your hand against the boy; do not do anything to him.    
 For now I know that you are ⌊one who fears⌋ God, since you have not withheld your son, your only child, from    
 me.”  And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked. And  behold, a ram was caught in the thicket by his horns. And    
 Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it as a burnt offering in place of his son. And Abraham called the     
 name of that place “Yahweh ⌊will provide⌋,” ⌊for which reason⌋ it is said today, “on the mountain of Yahweh ⌊it    
 shall be provided⌋.”  (Genesis 22:1-19, Lexham English Bible) 
 

5.   GOD’S PURPOSE: into an inheritance imperishable and undefiled and unfading, reserved in heaven for you 
 

Inheritance: Abraham’s Promise  
When Abram was ⌊ninety-nine years old⌋ Yahweh appeared to Abram. And he said to him, “I am El-Shaddai; walk before me and be 
blameless so that I may make my covenant between me and you, and may multiply you ⌊exceedingly⌋.”  
Then Abram fell upon his face and God spoke with him, saying,  
1. “As for me, behold, my covenant shall be with you, and you shall be the father of a multitude of nations.  
2. Your name shall no longer be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham, for I will make you the father of a multitude of nations.  
3. And I will make you ⌊exceedingly⌋ fruitful.  
4. I will make you a nation, and kings shall go out from you.  
5. And I will establish my covenant between me and you, and between your offspring after you, throughout their generations as an 

everlasting covenant to be as God for you and to your offspring after you.  
6. And I will give to you and to your offspring after you ⌊the land in which you are living as an alien⌋, all the land of Canaan, as an 

everlasting property.  
7. And I will be to them as God.” (Genesis 17:1-8, Lexham English Bible) 
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6.   GOD’S PROTECTION: who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be    
     revealed in the last time, 
 

God’s Promise: Abraham’s Faith (Genesis 15:1-6) 
After these things the word of Yahweh came to Abram in a vision, saying: “Do not be afraid, Abram; I am your shield, and your reward 
shall be very great.”  
Then Abram said, “O Yahweh, my Lord, what will you give me? ⌊I continue to be⌋ childless, and ⌊my heir⌋ is Eliezer of Damascus.” And 
Abram said, “Look, you have not given me a descendant, and here, ⌊a member of my household⌋ is ⌊my heir⌋.”  
And behold, the word of Yahweh came to him saying, “This person will not ⌊be your heir⌋, but ⌊your own son will be your heir⌋.” And he 
brought him outside and said, “Look toward the heavens and count the stars if you are able to count them.” And he said to him, “So shall 
your offspring be.”  
And he believed in Yahweh, and he reckoned it to him as righteousness. (Genesis 15:1-6, Lexham English Bible) 

  
 
 

GOD BE BLESSED:  
I Sentence with 18 Clauses / Phrases 

I Peter 1:3-12 
 

 Lexham English Bible My Paraphrase Verse 
 

Thesis Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 

God—the father of Jesus Christ—was, is, and 
will be blessed, 

3a 

 
 
 
 
 

GRACE 
OF  

THE 
GOSPEL 

1 who according to his great mercy  who, by his mercy, 3b 
2 has caused us to be born again  gives us a new spiritual rebirth 3c 
3 to a living hope  with a living hope 3d 
4 through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead,  
because God raised Jesus from the dead 3e 

5 into an inheritance imperishable and 
undefiled and unfading, reserved in 
heaven for you  

to give us an everlasting, perfect, and 
unchanging inheritance in heaven, 

4 

6 who are being protected by the power 
of God through faith for a salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time,  

guarded and protected by God as we trust by 
faith until Jesus returns, 

5 

 
 7   6a 

8   6b 
9   7a 

10   7b 
11   8 
12   9 

 
 13   10 

14   11a 
15   11b 
16   12a 
17   12b 
18   12c 

 
 


