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GOD BE BLESSED: The Joy of God’s Blessings  (Part 2)   
I Peter 1:6-9 / January 9, 2021

GRACE OF GOD’S BLESSINGS    (1:3-5) 
 

THESIS:     Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,    
1. GOD’S MOTIVES:   who according to his great mercy    
2. GOD’S WORK:  has caused us to be born again        
3. GOD’S GOAL:  to a living hope       
4. GOD’S PLAN:   through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,        
5. GOD’S PURPOSE:  into an inheritance imperishable and undefiled and unfading, reserved in heaven for  

     you        
6. GOD’S PROTECTION: who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be   

    revealed in the last time,  
 
JOY OF GOD’S BLESSINGS    (1:6-9) 
 

1. CHURCH’S RESPONSE:  in which you rejoice greatly,  
        

Rejoice in God’s Salvation: Israel Celebrating the Firstfruits  
⌊And then⌋ when you come to the land that Yahweh your God is giving to you as an inheritance, and you take possession of it and you 
settle in it, 
1. then you shall take from the firstfruit of all the fruit of the ground that you harvest from your land that Yahweh your God is giving to 

you, and  
2. you shall put it in a basket, and  
3. you shall go to the place that Yahweh your God will choose to make his name to dwell there. And  
4. you shall go to the priest who is in office in those days, and you shall say, ‘I declare ⌊today⌋ to Yahweh your God that I have come 

into the land that Yahweh swore to our ancestors to give to us.’  
5. Then the priest takes the basket from your hand and places it ⌊before⌋ the altar of Yahweh your God.  
6. And ⌊you shall declare⌋ and you shall say ⌊before⌋ your God,  

a. ‘My ancestor was a wandering Aramean, and he went down to Egypt, and there he dwelt as an alien ⌊few in number⌋, and there 
he became a great nation, mighty and numerous.  

b. And the Egyptians treated us badly, and they oppressed us and imposed on us hard labor.  
c. And we cried to Yahweh, the God of our ancestors, and Yahweh heard our voice and saw our affliction and our toil and our 

oppression. 
d. And Yahweh brought us out from Egypt with a strong hand and an outstretched arm and with great terror and with signs and 

with wonders.  
e. And he brought us to this place and gave to us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey.  
f. And now, look, I am bringing the firstfruit of the fruit of the ground that you gave to me, Yahweh,’ and you shall place it 

⌊before⌋ Yahweh your God, and you shall bow down ⌊before⌋ Yahweh your God.  
g. And you shall celebrate with all of the bounty that Yahweh your God gave to you and to your family, you and the Levite and the 

alien who is in your midst. (Deuteronomy 26:1-11, Lexham English Bible) 
 

2.   CHURCH’S DISTRESS:  although now for a short time, if necessary, you are distressed by various trials,  
         

First Trial of Peter and the Apostles 
And when they* were released, they went to their own people and reported all that the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 
And when they* heard it,* they lifted their voices with one mind to God and said, “Master, you are the one who made the heaven and 
the earth and the sea and all the things in them,  the one who said by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of our father David, your servant,  
 ‘Why do the nations rage, / and the peoples conspire in vain? /  The kings of the earth stood opposed, / and the rulers  assembled 
together at the same place, / against the Lord and against his Christ.’  
For in truth both Herod and Pontius Pilate, together with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, assembled together in this city against 
your holy servant Jesus whom you anointed, to do all that your hand and plan had predestined to take place. And now, Lord, concern 
yourself with their threats and grant your slaves to speak your message with all boldness, as you extend your hand to heal and signs and 
wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” And when* they had prayed, the place in which they were 
gathered was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak* the word of God with boldness. (Acts 4:23-31, 
Lexham English Bible) 
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The Last Trial of Peter 
I Clement 4:6-6:1 / Bishop of Rome 88-99 AD 

 
And Cain said unto Abel his brother, Let us go over unto the plain. And it came to pass, while they were in the plain, that Cain rose up 
against Abel his brother and slew him. Ye see, brethren, jealousy and envy wrought a brother's murder. 
By reason of jealousy our father Jacob ran away from the face of Esau his brother. 
Jealousy caused Joseph to be persecuted even unto death, and to come even unto bondage. 
Jealousy compelled Moses to flee from the face of Pharaoh king of Egypt while it was said to him by his own countryman, Who made 
thee a judge or a decider over us, Wouldest thou slay me, even as yesterday thou slewest the Egyptian? 
By reason of jealousy Aaron and Miriam were lodged outside the camp. 
By reason of jealousy David was envied not only by the Philistines, but was persecuted also by Saul [king of Israel]. 

 
But, to pass from the examples of ancient days, let us come to those champions who lived nearest to our time. Let us set before us the 
noble examples which belong to our generation. By reason of jealousy and envy the greatest and most righteous pillars of the Church 
were persecuted, and contended even unto death. Let us set before our eyes the good Apostles. 
 
There was Peter who by reason of unrighteous jealousy endured not one not one but many labors, and thus having borne his 
testimony went to his appointed place of glory. 
 
By reason of jealousy and strife Paul by his example pointed out the prize of patient endurance. After that he had been seven times in 
bonds, had been driven into exile, had been stoned, had preached in the East and in the West, he won the noble renown which was the 
reward of his faith, having taught righteousness unto the whole world and having reached the farthest bounds of the West; and when he 
had borne his testimony before the rulers, so he departed from the world and went unto the holy place, having been found a notable 
pattern of patient endurance. 

 
Unto these men of holy lives was gathered a vast multitude of the elect, who through many indignities and tortures, being the victims of 
jealousy, set a brave example among ourselves. 

 
3.  CHURCH’S TESTING:  so that the genuineness of your faith, more valuable than gold that is passing away, but  
     is tested by fire,   

   
Testing by Fire: Adam and Eve; Abraham; Moses 

ADAM/EVE: When the woman saw that the tree was good for food and that it was a delight to the eyes, and the tree was desirable to 
make one wise, then she took from its fruit and she ate. And she gave it also to her husband with her, and he ate. (Genesis 3:6, Lexham 
English Bible) 
 
ABRAHAM: And it happened that after these things, God tested Abraham. And he said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” And 
he said, “Take your son, your only child, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on 
one of the mountains where I will tell you.”  (Genesis 22:1-2, Lexham English Bible)  
 
MOSES: And the people grumbled against Moses, saying, “What shall we drink?” And he cried out to Yahweh, and Yahweh showed him a 
piece of wood, and he threw it into the water, and the water became sweet. There he made a rule and regulation for them, and there he 
tested them.  
And he said, “If you carefully listen to the voice of Yahweh your God and you do what is right in his eyes and give heed to his commands 
and you keep all his rules, then I will not bring about on you any of the diseases that I brought about on Egypt, because I am Yahweh your 
healer. (Exodus 15:24-26, Lexhm English Bible) 

 
4.  CHURCH’S WORSHIP: may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ,  

         
Abraham’s Praise in His Trials 

And they took Lot, the son of the brother of Abram, and his possessions, and left. (Now he had been living in Sodom.) Then one who 
escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew. And he was living at the oaks of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol and brother of Aner. 
⌊They were allies with Abram⌋. When Abram heard that his ⌊relative⌋ was taken captive, he summoned his trained men, born in his 
house, three hundred and eighteen of them, and he went in pursuit up to Dan. And he divided his trained men against them at night, he 
and his servants. And he defeated them and pursued them to Hobah, which is north of Damascus. And he brought back all the 
possessions. And he also brought back Lot, his ⌊relative⌋, and his possessions, and the women and the people as well.  
After his return from defeating Kedorlaomer and the kings who were with him, the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of 
Shaveh (that is, the Valley of the King).  
And Melchizedek, the king of Salem, brought out bread and wine. (He was the priest of God Most High). And he blessed him and said,  
 
     “Blessed be Abram by God Most High,  
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       Maker of heaven and earth.  
     And blessed be God Most High  
       who delivered your enemies into your hand.”  
 
And he gave to him a tenth of everything. And the king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the people, but the possessions take for 
yourself.” And Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have raised my hand to Yahweh, God Most High, Maker of heaven and earth, ⌊that 
neither a thread nor⌋ a thong of a sandal would I take from all that belongs to you, that you might not say, ‘I made Abram rich.’ ⌊Nothing 
besides what⌋ the servants have eaten and the share of the men who went out with me will I take. Let Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre take 
their share.”  (Genesis 14:12-24) 
After these things the word of Yahweh came to Abram in a vision, saying: “Do not be afraid, Abram; I am your shield, and your reward 
shall be very great.” (Genesis 15:1) 

 

5.  CHURCH’S BEHAVIOR:  whom, although you have not seen, you love; in whom now you believe, although you  do  
      not see him, and you rejoice greatly with joy inexpressible and full of glory,  

        
Ruth Believes, Loves, and Rejoices 

And she got up, she and her daughters-in-law, and returned from the countryside of Moab, because she had heard in the countryside of 
Moab that Yahweh had ⌊come to the aid of⌋ his people to give food to them. So she set out from the place ⌊where she was⌋ and her two 
daughters-in-law with her, and they went on the way to return to the land of Judah.  
 
But Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go, each of you return to her mother’s house. May Yahweh ⌊show kindness to you⌋ just as 
you did with the dead and with me. 9 May Yahweh ⌊grant that you⌋ find a resting place, each in the house of her husband.” And she 
kissed them, and they lifted up their voices and cried.  
 
And they said to her, “No, we want to return with you to your people.” And Naomi said, “Return, my daughters. ⌊Why do you still want to 
go with me⌋? Are there sons ⌊in my womb⌋ that may be husbands for you? Turn back, my daughters! Go, for ⌊I am too old to have a 
husband⌋. If I should think there is hope for me, even if I should have a husband this night, and even if I should bear sons, would you 
therefore wait until they were grown? Would you therefore ⌊refrain from marrying⌋? No, my daughters, for it is far more bitter to me 
than to you. For the hand of Yahweh has gone out against me.”  
And they lifted up their voices and cried again. And Orpah kissed her mother-in-law goodbye, but Ruth clung to her. And she said, “Look, 
your sister-in-law has returned to her people and to her gods. Return after your sister-in-law too.”  
 But Ruth said, “⌊Do not urge⌋ me to leave you or to return from ⌊following you⌋! For where you go, I will go, and where you lodge, I 
will lodge. Your people will be my people and your God will be my God. Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. So may 
Yahweh do to me, ⌊and even more, unless⌋ death ⌊separates you and me⌋!”  
When Naomi saw that she was determined to go with her, ⌊she said no more⌋.  
 So the two of them went until they came to Bethlehem. (Ruth 1:6-19, Lexham English Bible)  
 

6.  CHURCH’S GOAL: obtaining the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
       
ADAM AND EVE:  

Now faith is the realization of what is hoped for, the proof of things not seen. For by this the people of old were approved. By faith 
we understand the worlds were created by the word of God, in order that what is seen did not come into existence from what is 
visible.  

 
ABEL: 

By faith Abel offered to God a greater sacrifice than Cain, by which he was approved that he was righteous, because* God approved 
him for his gifts, and through it he still speaks, although he* is dead.  

 
ENOCH: 

By faith Enoch was taken up, so that he did not experience death, and he was not found, because God took him up. For before his 
removal, he had been approved ⌊as having been pleasing⌋ to God. Now without faith it is impossible to please him, for the one who 
approaches God must believe that he exists and is a rewarder of those who seek him.  

 
NOAH: 

By faith Noah, having been warned about things not yet seen, out of reverence constructed an ark for the deliverance of his family, 
by which he pronounced sentence on the world and became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith.  

 
 
 
 
ABRAHAM AND SARAH 
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By faith Abraham, when he* was called, obeyed to go out to a place that he was going to receive for an inheritance, and he went 
out, not knowing where he was going. 
 By faith he lived in the land of promise as a stranger, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, the fellow heirs of the same promise. For 
he was expecting the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.  
By faith also, ⌊with Sarah⌋, he received ⌊the ability to procreate⌋ even ⌊past the normal age⌋, because he regarded the one who had 
promised to be faithful. And therefore these were fathered from one man, and he being as good as dead, as the stars of heaven in 
number and like the innumerable sand by the shore of the sea.  
These all died in faith without receiving the promises, but seeing them from a distance and welcoming them, and admitting that they 
were strangers and temporary residents on the earth. For those who say such things make clear that they are seeking a homeland. 
And if they remember that land from which they went out, they would have had opportunity to return. But now they aspire to a 
better land, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed of them, to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a 
city.  
By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered Isaac, and the one who received the promises was ready to offer his one and only 
son, with reference to whom it was said, “In Isaac your descendants will be named,” having reasoned that God was able even to 
raise him from the dead, from which he received him back also as a symbol.  

 
ISAAC: 
 By faith also Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things that were going to happen.  
 
JACOB: 
  By faith Jacob, as he* was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff.  
 
JOSEPH: 
 By faith Joseph, as he* was dying, mentioned about the exodus of the sons of Israel and gave instructions about his bones.  
 
MOSES: 

By faith Moses, when he* was born, was hidden for three months by his parents, because they saw the child was handsome, and 
they were not afraid of the edict of the king.  
By faith Moses, when he* was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing instead to be mistreated with 
the people of God rather than to experience the transitory enjoyment of sin,  considering ⌊reproach endured for the sake of Christ⌋ 
greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward.  
By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the anger of the king, for he persevered as if he* saw the invisible one.  
By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, in order that the one who destroyed the firstborn would not touch them.  
 By faith they crossed the Red Sea as if on dry land; the Egyptians, ⌊when they made the attempt⌋, were drowned. By faith the walls 
of Jericho fell down after they* had been marched around for seven days.  

 
RAHAB: 
 By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she* welcomed the spies in peace.  
 
JUDGES AND KINGS AND PROPHETS 

And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, and Samuel and the 
prophets, who through faith conquered kingdoms, accomplished justice, obtained what was promised, shut the mouths of 
lions,  extinguished the effectiveness of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong from weakness, became mighty in 
battle, put to flight enemy battle lines. Women received back their dead by resurrection. But others were tortured, not accepting 
release, in order that they might gain a better resurrection. And others ⌊experienced mocking and flogging⌋, and in addition bonds 
and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawed in two, they died by murder with a sword, they wandered about in 
sheepskins, in goatskins, impoverished, afflicted, mistreated, of whom the world was not worthy, wandering about on deserts and 
mountains and in caves and in holes in the ground. And although they* all were approved through their faith, they did not receive 
what was promised, 40 because* God had provided something better for us, so that they would not be made perfect without us.  

 
JESUS: 

Therefore, since* we also have such a great cloud of witnesses surrounding us, putting aside every weight and ⌊the sin that so easily 
ensnares us⌋, let us run with patient endurance the race that has been set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the originator and 
perfecter of faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding the shame, and has sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God.  

 
CHURCH: 

For consider the one who endured such hostility by sinners against himself,* so that you will not grow weary in your souls and give 
up. You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your* blood as you* struggle against sin. And have you completely forgotten 
the exhortation which instructs you as sons?  (Hebrews 11:1-12:5, Lexham English Bible) 

 
GOD BE BLESSED (Part 1 and 2) 

1 Sentence: 12 Clauses/Phrases / I Peter 1:3-9 
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 Lexham English Bible My Paraphrase Vs 

 
Thesis Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, 
God—the father of Jesus Christ—was, is, 

and will be blessed, 
3a 

 
 
 
 

GRACE  
OF 

GOD’S 
BLESSINGS 

1 who according to his great mercy  who, by his mercy, 3b 
2 has caused us to be born again  gives us a new spiritual rebirth 3c 
3 to a living hope  with a living hope 3d 
4 through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead,  
because God raised Jesus from the dead 3e 

5 into an inheritance imperishable and 
undefiled and unfading, reserved in heaven 
for you  

to give us an everlasting, perfect, and unchanging 
inheritance in heaven, 

4 

6 who are being protected by the power of 
God through faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time,  

guarded and protected by God as we trust by faith 
until Jesus returns, 

5 

 

 
 
 
 

JOY 
 OF  

GOD’S 
BLESSINGS  

7 in which you rejoice greatly, rejoicing in God’s eternal salvation 6a 
8 although now for a short time, if necessary, 

you are distressed by various trials,  
although we will be distressed with temporary 
sufferings 

6b 

9 so that the genuineness of your faith, more 
valuable than gold that is passing away, but is 
tested by fire,  

in order to strengthen our faith, more valuable 
than gold, 

7a 

10 may be found to result in praise and glory and 
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ,  

to help us remain trustworthy until Jesus returns 7b 

11 whom, although you have not seen, you love; 
in whom now you believe, although you do 
not see him, and you rejoice greatly with joy 
inexpressible and full of glory,  

as we continue to love, believe, and rejoice 8 

12 obtaining the goal of your faith, the salvation 
of your souls. 

as we wait to receive the full blessings of God’s 
salvation, 

9 

 
 
 

13   10 
14   11a 
15   11b 
16   12a 
17   12b 
18   12c 

 
 
 
 


