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Social Responsibilities for the Needy: Widows 
 April 2, 2022 / 1 Timothy 5:3-16 

 
 
 
Widows’ protection commanded by God 
   

“And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to 
serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul,  and to keep the commandments and statutes of the LORD, which I 
am commanding you today for your good? Behold, to the LORD your God belong heaven and the heaven of heavens, the earth with all 
that is in it.  Yet the LORD set his heart in love on your fathers and chose their offspring after them, you above all peoples, as you are this 
day.  Circumcise therefore the foreskin of your heart, and be no longer stubborn. For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, 
the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who is not partial and takes no bribe.  (Deuteronomy 10:12-18, ESV) 

  
 Widows’ oppression judged by God   
 

“You shall not wrong a sojourner or oppress him, for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt. You shall not mistreat any widow or 
fatherless child.  If you do mistreat them, and they cry out to me, I will surely hear their cry, and my wrath will burn, and I will kill you 
with the sword, and your wives shall become widows and your children fatherless. (Exodus 22:21-24, ESV) 

 
Widow’s son raised from the dead 
 

  Soon afterward he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a great crowd went with him. As he drew near to the    
 gate of the town, behold, a man who had died was being carried out, the only son of his mother, and  she was a widow, and    
 a considerable crowd from the town was with her.  And when the Lord saw her, he had  compassion on her and said to her,    
 “Do not weep.” (Luke 7:11-13, ESV) 
  
 Widow’s generosity of giving all she had   
 
  And he sat down opposite the treasury and watched the people putting money into the offering box. Many rich  people put in   
 large sums. And a poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which make a penny. And he called his disciples to     him 
and said to them, “Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the      offering box. 
For they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she     had to live on.”
 (Mark 12:41-44, ESV)     

 
Widow’s care given to the apostle John by Jesus on the cross  
 
 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your   
 son!” Then he said to the disciple, “Behold, your mother!” And from that hour the disciple took her to his own home. (John   
 19:26-27, ESV)        
 
Widows’ financial provision by the appointment of seven servants 
 
 Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews   
 because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution. And the twelve summoned the full number of the    
 disciples and said, “It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. Therefore, brothers, pick   
 out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty. (Acts    6:1-
3, ESV)   
 
Widows’ support as an example of pure and undefiled religion 
   
 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he   is 
like a man who looks intently at his natural face in a mirror. For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets    what he 
was like. But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets    but a doer 
who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but     deceives his heart, 
this person’s religion is worthless. Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit    orphans and widows in 
their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world. (James 1:22-27, ESV)  
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Financially Support Widows in Need  (5:3-8, ESV) 

 
 Church Support:  Honor widows who are truly widows.  
 
 Family Support:  But if a widow has children or grandchildren,  

1. let them first learn to show godliness to their  own household and 
2. to make some return to their parents,  
3. for this is pleasing in the sight of God.  

 
   Positive Commands 

• “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the LORD your God is 
giving you. (Exodus 20:12, ESV) 

 
• For God commanded, ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, ‘Whoever reviles father or mother must 

surely die.’ But you say, ‘If anyone tells his father or his mother, “What you would have gained from me is 
given to  God,” he need not honor his father.’ So for the sake of your tradition you have made void the 
word of God. (Matthew 15:4-6, ESV) 

 
• And behold, a man came up to him, saying, “Teacher, what good deed must I do to have eternal life?” And 

he said to him, “Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only one who is good. If you would enter 
life, keep the commandments.” He said to him, “Which ones?” And Jesus said, “You shall not murder, You 
shall not commit adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not bear false witness, Honor your father and 
mother, and, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” (Matthew 19:16-19, ESV) 

 
• Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. “Honor your father and mother” (this is the first 

commandment with a promise),  “that it may go well with you and that you may live long in the land.” 
(Ephesians 6:1-3, ESV) 

 
     Ironic Command 

• But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. He 
went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and 
brought him to an inn and took care of him. And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the 
inn keeper, saying, “Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.” 
Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” (Luke 
10:33-36, ESV) 

 
 True Widow:  She who is truly a widow, left all alone,  

1. has set her hope on God and  
2. continues in supplications and prayers night and day, but  
3. she who is self-indulgent is dead even while she lives.  

 
• And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in 

years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, and then as a widow until she 
was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. And 
coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for 
the redemption of Jerusalem. (Luke 2:36-38, ESV) 

 
 Command:   Command these things as well, so that they may be without reproach.  
 
 Warning:   But if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members  of his    
      household,  

1. he has denied the faith and  
2. is worse than an unbeliever. 
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Guidelines for Widows to Receive Financial Support   (5:9-16, ESV) 
 
Qualifications:   Let a widow be enrolled if 
 

1. Seniority: she is not less than sixty years of age,  
 

2. Fidelity:  having been the wife of one husband, and  
 

3. Godliness: having a reputation for good works:  
• if she has brought up children,  
• has shown hospitality,  
• has washed the feet of the saints,  
• has cared for the afflicted, and  
• has devoted herself to every good work.  

 
Disqualifications: 1.  Youth:  But refuse to enroll younger widows, for when their passions draw them   
        away from Christ, they desire to marry and so incur condemnation for    
        having abandoned their former faith.  

 
      2.  Gossipers: Besides that, they learn to be idlers, going about from house to house, and  
          not only idlers, but also gossips and busybodies, saying what they should  
          not.  

 
 Recommendations: 1.  Marriage: So I would have younger widows marry,  
 
      2.  Children:  bear children, manage their households, and give the adversary no occasion  
          for slander. For some have already strayed after Satan.  

  
    3.  Family:  If any believing woman has relatives who are widows, let her care for them.  
        Let the church not be burdened, so that it may care for those who are truly  
        widows. 

 
 
 
 

 


