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Identifying 12 Characteristics of Spiritual Wolves 
April 23, 2022 / I Timothy 6:3-21 

Warning of False Teachers / Spiritual Wolves: Review of Timothy and Titus 
 

1. As I urged you when I was going to Macedonia, remain at Ephesus 
so that you may charge certain persons not to teach any different 
doctrine, nor to devote themselves to myths and endless 
genealogies, which promote speculations rather than the 
stewardship from God that is by faith. (I Timothy 1:3-4, ESV) 

2. Certain persons, by swerving from these, have wandered away 
into vain discussion, desiring to be teachers of the law, without 
understanding either what they are saying or the things about 
which they make confident assertions. ( I Timothy 1:6-7, ESV) 

3. This charge I entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance 
with the prophecies previously made about you, that by them you 
may wage the good warfare, holding faith and a good conscience. 
By rejecting this, some have made shipwreck of their faith, among 
whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over 
to Satan that they may learn not to blaspheme. (I Timothy 1:18-
20, ESV) 

4. Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart 
from the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and 
teachings of demons, through the insincerity of liars whose 
consciences are seared, who forbid marriage and require 
abstinence from foods that God created to be received with 
thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. (I Timothy 
4:1-3, ESV) 

5. Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly myths. Rather train 
yourself for godliness; (I Timothy 4:7, ESV) 

6. Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the evidence of 
two or three witnesses. As for those who persist in sin, rebuke 
them in the presence of all, so that the rest may stand in fear. In 
the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of the elect angels I 
charge you to keep these rules without prejudging, doing nothing 
from partiality. (I Timothy 5:19-21, ESV) 

7. Teach and urge these things. If anyone teaches a different 
doctrine and does not agree with the sound words of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and the teaching that accords with godliness, he is 
puffed up with conceit and understands nothing. He has an 
unhealthy craving for controversy and for quarrels about words, 
which produce envy, dissension, slander, evil suspicions, and 
constant friction among people who are depraved in mind and 
deprived of the truth, imagining that godliness is a means of gain. 
(I Timothy 6:3-5, ESV) 

8. O Timothy, guard the deposit entrusted to you. Avoid the 
irreverent babble and contradictions of what is falsely called 
“knowledge,” for by professing it some have swerved from the 
faith. (I Timothy 6:20-21, ESV) 

9. You are aware that all who are in Asia turned away from me, 
among whom are Phygelus and Hermogenes. (2 Timothy 1:15, 
ESV) 

10. Remind them of these things, and charge them before God not to 
quarrel about words, which does no good, but only ruins the 
hearers. (2 Timothy 2:14, ESV) 

11. But avoid irreverent babble, for it will lead people into more and 
more ungodliness, and their talk will spread like gangrene. Among 
them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, who have swerved from the 
truth, saying that the resurrection has already happened. They are 
upsetting the faith of some. (2 Timothy 2:16-18, ESV) 

12. Have nothing to do with foolish, ignorant controversies; you 
know that they breed quarrels. And the Lord’s servant must not 
be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently 
enduring evil, correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may 
perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the 
truth, and they may come to their senses and escape from the 
snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will. (2 
Timothy 2:23-26, ESV) 

13. But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of 
difficulty. For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, 
arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, 
unholy, heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, 
brutal, not loving good, treacherous, reckless, swollen with 
conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God,  having the 
appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such 
people.  For among them are those who creep into households 
and capture weak women, burdened with sins and led astray by 
various passions, always learning and never able to arrive at a 
knowledge of the truth. Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed 
Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, men corrupted in 
mind and disqualified regarding the faith. But they will not get 
very far, for their folly will be plain to all, as was that of those two 
men. (2 Timothy 3:1-9, ESV) 

14. For the time is coming when people will not endure sound 
teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for 
themselves teachers to suit their own passions,  and will turn 
away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. (2 
Timothy 4:3-4, ESV) 

15. Alexander the coppersmith did me great harm; the Lord will repay 
him according to his deeds. Beware of him yourself, for he 
strongly opposed our message. At my first defense no one came 
to stand by me, but all deserted me. May it not be charged 
against them! (2 Timothy 4:14-16, ESV) 

16. For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and 
deceivers, especially those of the circumcision party.  They must 
be silenced, since they are upsetting whole families by teaching 
for shameful gain what they ought not to teach. One of the 
Cretans, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, 
evil beasts, lazy gluttons.” This testimony is true. (Titus 1:10-12, 
ESV) 

17. Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the 
faith, not devoting themselves to Jewish myths and the 
commands of people who turn away from the truth. To the pure, 
all things are pure, but to the defiled and unbelieving, nothing is 
pure; but both their minds and their consciences are defiled. They 
profess to know God, but they deny him by their works. They are 
detestable, disobedient, unfit for any good work. (Titus 1:13-16, 
ESV) 

18. Declare these things; exhort and rebuke with all authority. Let 
no one disregard you. (Titus 2:15, ESV) 

19. But avoid foolish controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and 
quarrels about the law, for they are unprofitable and worthless. 
As for a person who stirs up division, after warning him once and 
then twice, have nothing more to do with him, knowing that such 
a person is warped and sinful; he is self-condemned. (Titus 3:9-11, 
ESV)

I. SPIRITUAL WOLVES REFUSE TO SUBMIT TO CHRIST AND TO HIS GODLINESS   (6:3-4a) 
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1. They Deny the Source:   If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not agree with the    

         sound words of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
2. They Ignore the Outcome:  the teaching that accords with godliness,  
3. They are Filled with Conceit: he is puffed up with conceit and  
4. They are Ignorant:    understands nothing.  

 
 

II.   SPIRITUAL WOLVES CRAVE DIVISION, NOT UNITY  (6:4b-5a) 

 
1. They Love Controversy:   He has an unhealthy craving for controversy and  
2. They Argue Over Words:  for quarrels about words,  
3. They Are Ungodly:    which produce envy, dissension, slander, evil suspicions, and  
          constant friction  
4. They Are Depraved:    among people who are depraved in mind and deprived of the truth, 

 
Avoid Divisive Ignorant Controversies 

 
Have nothing to do with foolish, ignorant controversies; you know that they breed quarrels.  
And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, correcting his 
opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth, and they may 
come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will. (2 Timothy 2:23-26, 
ESV) 
 
But avoid foolish controversies, genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels about the law, for they are unprofitable and worthless. 
As for a person who stirs up division, after warning him once and then twice, have nothing more to do with him, knowing that 
such a person is warped and sinful; he is self-condemned. (Titus 3:9-11, ESV) 
 

Contrast to Divisive Controversies: Expose Ungodly Behaviors 
 

For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no 
inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.  
 
Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of 
disobedience.  
 
Therefore do not become partners with them; for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 
children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is good and right and true), and try to discern what is pleasing to the 
Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. For it is shameful even to speak of the things 
that they do in secret. But when anything is exposed by the light, it becomes visible, for anything that becomes visible is light. 
Therefore it says, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” (Ephesians 5:5-14, ESV) 
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III.   SPIRITUAL WOLVES PURSUE COVETOUSNESS, NOT GODLINESS  (6:5b)-10) 

 

1. They are Selfishly Motivated:  imagining that godliness is a means of gain.  
 

Simon Offers to Pay for the Holy Spirit 
 

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent to them Peter and 
John, who came down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit, for he had not yet fallen on any of 
them, but they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they laid their hands on them and they 
received the Holy Spirit.  
 
Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them money, 
saying, “Give me this power also, so that anyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.”  
 
But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with 
money! You have neither part nor lot in this matter, for your heart is not right before God. Repent, therefore, of this 
wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord that, if possible, the intent of your heart may be forgiven you. For I see that 
you are in the gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity.”  
 
And Simon answered, “Pray for me to the Lord, that nothing of what you have said may come upon me.” (Acts 8:14-24, 
ESV) 

 
2. They are Not Content:   But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing  

        into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world. But if we  
        have food and clothing, with these we will be content.  

 
 

Paul’s Contentment in Ephesus 
 

Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to admonish every one with tears. And 
now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance 
among all those who are sanctified.  
 
I coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel. You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities and to 
those who were with me. In all things I have shown you that by working hard in this way we must help the weak and 
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’” (Acts 20:28-35, 
ESV) 
 

Paul’s Contentment in Philippi 
 
I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, 
but you had no opportunity.  
 
Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. I know how to be 
brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and 
hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 
 
Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. And you Philippians yourselves know that in the beginning of the gospel, when 
I left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in giving and receiving, except you only. Even in Thessalonica 
you sent me help for my needs once and again.  (Philippians 4:10-20, ESV) 
 

Paul’s Contentment in Thessalonica 
 
For you remember, brothers, our labor and toil: we worked night and day, that we might not be a burden to any of you, 
while we proclaimed to you the gospel of God. You are witnesses, and God also, how holy and righteous and blameless 
was our conduct toward you believers. For you know how, like a father with his children, we exhorted each one of you and 
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encouraged you and charged you to walk in a manner worthy of God, who calls you into his own kingdom and glory. (I 
Thessalonians 2:9-12, ESV) 
 

3. They Desire to Be Wealthy:  But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into  
        many senseless and harmful desires  

 
 

4. They Destroy Lives:     that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 
      For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils.  
      It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith  
       and pierced themselves with many pangs. 

 
 

Example of the Love of Money: Ananias and Sapphira  
 
But a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property, and with his wife’s knowledge he kept 
back for himself some of the proceeds and brought only a part of it and laid it at the apostles’ feet.  
 
But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for yourself part of 
the proceeds of the land? While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it not at 
your disposal? Why is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart? You have not lied to man but to God.”  
 
When Ananias heard these words, he fell down and breathed his last. And great fear came upon all who heard of it. The 
young men rose and wrapped him up and carried him out and buried him. After an interval of about three hours his wife 
came in, not knowing what had happened.  
 
And Peter said to her, “Tell me whether you sold the land for so much.”  
And she said, “Yes, for so much.”  
 
But Peter said to her, “How is it that you have agreed together to test the Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the feet of those 
who have buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out.”  
 
Immediately she fell down at his feet and breathed her last. When the young men came in they found her dead, and they 
carried her out and buried her beside her husband.  
 
And great fear came upon the whole church and upon all who heard of these things. (Acts 5:1-11, ESV) 

 
 

Example of the Love of Money: Demetrius Profiting from Idol Worship 
 
About that time there arose no little disturbance concerning the Way. For a man named Demetrius, a silversmith, who 
made silver shrines of Artemis, brought no little business to the craftsmen.  
 
These he gathered together, with the workmen in similar trades, and said, “Men, you know that from this business we 
have our wealth. And you see and hear that not only in Ephesus but in almost all of Asia this Paul has persuaded and 
turned away a great many people, saying that gods made with hands are not gods. And there is danger not only that 
this trade of ours may come into disrepute but also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis may be counted as 
nothing, and that she may even be deposed from her magnificence, she whom all Asia and the world worship.” 
 
When they heard this they were enraged and were crying out, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” So the city was filled 
with the confusion, and they rushed together into the theater, dragging with them Gaius and Aristarchus, Macedonians 
who were Paul’s companions in travel.  (Acts 19:23-34, ESV) 

 


